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Introduction 
The Guidelines for Improving the Discoverability of Resources on Palestine is a collaborative 
effort led by the Subgroup on Cataloging, Access and Discoverability of the Middle East 
Librarians Associations’ Working Group on Palestine. The Subgroup was formed to provide 
guidance to metadata creators in North America (and beyond) with regard to issues that are 
particular to the description of materials from and about Palestine and the Palestinian diaspora. 
In addition, the group advocates for changes and solutions through the Library of Congress’ 
Middle East and Islamic Studies Funnel and through other channels. 
 
The discoverability of resources from and about Palestine is challenging for several reasons. 
The Library of Congress, whose guidelines and best practices most North American institutions 
follow, follows the United States government in not recognizing Palestine as a jurisdictional 
entity. This results in rules that impede discovery and/or place greater weight on the Israeli 
perspective, as Israel is recognized as a jurisdictional entity. This bias is reflected in the Library 
of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), the most common thesaurus in North America and for 
English-language catalogers. 
 
As an alternative to LCSH, several libraries and cultural heritage institutions have employed 
other thesauri, which may be more accurate, representative, and granular. These thesauri, 
however, are not widely used and may require support at the institutional level. This support is 
not always granted as different institutions follow different practices and policies. In addition, 
even when these thesauri are used, institutions may not have full indexing in their institution’s 
ILS. By not indexing variants and other thesauri, institutions may limit the discoverability of 
materials from and about Palestine.  
 
The Guidelines are intended to offer solutions to these challenges and empower metadata 
creators to enhance their institutional records as well as records in OCLC to improve the 
discoverability of materials from and about Palestine. It is hoped that some of these practices 
will be adopted and eventually canonized by the Library of Congress and the community of 
metadata creators, and that this document will inspire metadata creators who specialize in other 
parts of the world as well.  
 

 



 

Guidelines 

1. Current LC/PCC guidelines for Palestine 

1.1. “Palestine” and related headings as access points in bibliographic records 
Because the United States government does not recognize the State of Palestine,1 there are 
special guidelines for using the non-jurisdictional geographic name “Palestine” in bibliographic 
records, contained in Subject Headings Manual, H 980. In sum, the heading “Palestine” (sh 
85097163) is only assigned “to works about the region on the eastern coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea that in ancient times was called the Land of Canaan, later the kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah, and in modern times comprises the entire state of Israel, as well as the 
various disputed territories.” 
 
The “disputed territories” have their own geographical headings: Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and 
West Bank; there is no comprehensive heading that expresses the State of Palestine. The 
heading “Palestinian National Authority” may be assigned “to works about the Palestinian 
National Authority as a governmental entity.” 
 
Do not confuse the subject heading for Palestine with the name authority record (NAR) for 
Palestine (n80009667); the latter is used for the mandate period. 

1.2. “Palestine” and related headings in authority records 
The headings “Palestine,” “Gaza Strip” and “West Bank” may be used in MARC field 370 
Associated Place in the following subfields: 
 

a (place of birth) 
b (place of death) 
e (place of residence/headquarters) 
f (other associated place) 
g (place of origin of work or expression).  

 
Do not use in subfield c (associated country). 

1.3 Geographic area codes for “Palestine” 
The coding in MARC field 043 Geographic Area Code further reflects the non-recognition of the 
State of Palestine; note in particular the three codes that must be used for expressing 
“Palestine” (either the region or the mandate): 
 
 

1 From “Frequently Asked Questions on Establishing Geographic Names for NACO”: “The Library or 
Congress does not change a country's name unless the new name is recognized by the United States 
Board on Geographic Names (BGN) (cf. LC-PCC PS 16.2.2.3).” 

 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeSHM/H0980.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad370.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad370.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd043.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/naco/geogfaq.html#3
https://original.rdatoolkit.org/document.php?id=lcpschp16.pdf


 

Gaza Strip ​ ​ awgz 
Golan Heights ​ a-sy 
Jerusalem ​ ​ a-is and/or awba, as appropriate 
Palestine ​ ​ a-is awba awgz  
West Bank ​ ​ awba 
 

The two-letter codes for the place of publication in MARC fields 008 Fixed-Length Data 
Elements and 044 Country of Publishing/Producing Entity Code are as follows: 
 
​ Gaza Strip ​ ​ gz 

Golan Heights ​ ​ sy 
Israel​ ​ ​ is 
Jerusalem ​ ​ is and/or wj, as appropriate 
West Bank ​ ​ wj 

 
 

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd008.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd008.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd044.html


 

2. Problematic LCSH 

2.1. General solutions 
There are several solutions for dealing with LCSH which either cannot be changed or are in the 
process of being changed, or whose application is unsatisfactory. Currently the backlog for 
project proposals (i.e. subject heading proposals that affect a multitude of established subject 
headings or generate a multitude of new subject headings) is at least one year. Some 
recommended solutions are as follows: 
 

●​ If your institution/consortium allows for the remapping of LCSH to an alternative heading, 
this can be an easy way to display a more appropriate subject heading in your local 
library catalog. A popular example is the remapping of “Illegal aliens” to “Undocumented 
immigrants.” The original heading and all the variants should still be searchable. 

●​ Alternative vocabularies such as Wikidata,2 Library of Congress Demographic and Group 
Terms (LCDGT), and Palestine Oral History Archive (POHA) can be used in addition to 
LCSH, in the OCLC master record and/or in local catalogs. While these vocabularies 
cannot be used in the same way as LCSH (such as adding subdivisions), they can help 
to provide better discoverability. LCDGT authority records in particular allow for the 
addition of romanized vernacular script variants. Use Arabic headings only in records for 
Arabic language resources. 

 
Examples: 
 
​ 650 _7 $a Gazans. $2 lcdgt 
 
​ 651 _7 $a State of Palestine. $2 wikidata $1 https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q219060  
 
​ 650 _0 $a Anti‐Palestinian economic measures. $2 poha 
 
​ 650 _0 $a ​ ​ ​ ​   . $2 poha 
 

●​ Keywords can be added to MARC field 653 Index Term. Terms added in 653 are indexed 
but uncontrolled, since they do not come from an authorized list.  You can use topical 
terms, group names, personal names or places, as well as non-English terms. Only use 
Arabic terms in records for resources in Arabic.  The coding will vary accordingly. It is 
important to note that not all discovery systems display the 653 field. 

 
​ Examples: 

 
653 _2  $a Jabalia refugee camp  

2 If certain terms or vocabularies do not yet exist, catalogers can create new Wikidata items for them. 
Unlike submitting a SACO proposal, this process is easy and fast. 

 

https://libraries.aub.edu.lb/poha/Content/thesaurus
https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q219060
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/6xx/653.html


 

 
653 _0  $a فلسطينيون 
 
653 _0  $a الفلسطينية القضية  
 
653 _0 $a Settlement expansion  

653 _0 $a Judaization 

653 _0 $a Ethnic cleansing 

653 _0 $a Palestinian Diaspora, 1948-1983 

653 _0 $a Right of return 

●​ Some institutions prefer to use the 690-699 MARC fields to record local subject headings. 
These fields are not retained in the OCLC master record. For any uncontrolled terms, please 
consult with your institution’s authority control librarian to make sure you are conforming with 
local practice. 
 

In the sections that follow, we provide specific recommendations for common problematic LCSH 
encountered when cataloging resources on Palestine and Palestinians. 

2.2. Palestine 
The lack of a single heading for the State of Palestine, as well as the lack of “Palestine” as a 
qualifier for subordinate geographical entities located in the Gaza Strip and West Bank, can 
hinder discovery and cause confusion for users. Including the term “Palestine” in an indexed 
field can help to facilitate discovery. 

 
Option 1: Use the subject heading “Palestine” for works that discuss the State of 
Palestine in general despite LC guidelines. Apply this term both as a direct subject 
heading (651 $a) and a geographic subdivision ($z). 
 
Examples: 
 

​​ Filasṭīn fī rubʻ qarn (1948-1973) : mashrūʻ qāʼimah biblīyūghrāfīyah bi-al-maṭbūʻāt 
al-ʻArabīyah wa-al-maʻrabah al-ṣādirah fī Lubnān wa-al-ʻIrāq 

​​ في الصادرة والمعربة العربية بالمطبوعات ببليوغرافية قائمة مشروع : (١٩٧٣-١٩٤٨) قرن ربع في فلسطين   
والعراق لبنان   

​​ 651 _1 $a Palestine $v Bibliography. 
 

al-Funūn al-shaʻbīyah fī Filasṭīn  
​​ فلسطين في الشعبية الفنون  
​​ 650 _0 $a Folklore $z Palestine. 

 

https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/6xx.html


 

​​ 651 _0 $a Palestine $x Social life and customs. 
​​  

Option 2: Add “Palestine” to a 653 or 691 field for works that discuss any part or all of 
the State of Palestine, in addition to subject headings for subordinate geographical 
entities. 
 
Example (using 653 field): 
 
​ 651 _0 $a West Bank $x Politics and government. 
​ 653 _5 $a Palestine 
 
Option 3: Add “Palestine” from Wikidata or “State of Palestine” from UNBIS to a 651 
field for works that discuss any part or all of the State of Palestine, in addition to subject 
headings for subordinate geographical entities. 
 
Example: 
 
​ 651 _0 $a Gaza Strip $x History. 

651 _7 $a Palestine. $2 wikidata $1 https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q219060 
 
OR 
 
651 _7 $a State of Palestine. $2 unbis $1 http://metadata.un.org/thesaurus/1006178  
 

Note the scope note for “State of Palestine”: “For works published or which cover the 
period from 12 Dec. 2012.” 

2.3. Palestinian Arabs 
This is the current heading in LCSH, with the variants “Arab Palestinians,” “Arabs $z Palestine,” 
and “Palestinians.” This heading is problematic because the people in question refer to 
themselves as Filasṭīnīyūn, i.e. Palestinians, and a small minority of Palestinians are not Arab. 

A project to have this heading changed to “Palestinians,” with a separate subject heading for 
“Arabs $z Palestine,” was submitted to the Library of Congress in early 2024, but it will not be 
reviewed until sometime in 2025. 

Option 1: Remap “Arab Palestinians” to “Palestinians” if your institution allows this. 

Option 2: Use the LCDGT heading “Palestinians” in addition to the LCSH heading. It 
may be added to your institution’s bibliographic records retroactively as well as added to 
new records. 

Example: 

650 _0 $a Palestinian Arabs $x Social conditions. 
650 _7 $a Palestinians. $2 lcdgt 

 

https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q219060
http://metadata.un.org/thesaurus/1006178


 

Option 3: Add “Palestinians” or topic qualified by “Palestinian” as a local subject heading 
that includes subdivisions. 

​ Examples (using 690 field): 

​ ​ 650 _0 $a Palestinian Arabs $x Social conditions. 
690 __ $a Palestinians $x Social conditions. 

650 _0 $a Youth, Palestinian Arab $z Gaza Strip. 
690 __ $a Youth, Palestinian $z Gaza Strip. 

2.4. Genocide 
As of September 2024, there are five event subject headings for genocides in LCSH: Armenian 
Genocide, 1915-1923; Assyrian Genocide, 1842-1933; Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945); Romani 
Genocide, 1939-1945; Rwandan Genocide, Rwanda, 1994.  

 
There are also two event subject headings with genocide as a variant: Anti-Sikh Riots, India, 
1984; Srebrenica Massacre, Srebrenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1995.3 And one geographic 
heading has genocide as a variant: Sudan $x History $y Darfur Conflict, 2003- 

 
Currently the Palestinian and Gazan genocides do not have event subject headings. Until such 
headings exist, use the LCSH “Genocide” subdivided by place.4 

 
For the genocide of Palestinians in general: 

 
650 _0 $a Genocide $z Palestine. 
 

This can be subdivided by $x History $y 20th [or 21st] century if that is the focus of the 
resource. 

 
For the genocide of Palestinians in Gaza: 

 
650 _0 $a Genocide $z Gaza Strip $x History $y 21st century. 
650 _7 $a Genocide in Gaza. $2 wikidata $1 https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q124086054 

2.5. The October 7, 2023 attack and the war in Gaza 
The subject headings for the attack and war were approved in September 2024 and were based 
on the most common usage in English-language news sources per Subject Headings Manual, H 
1592. They are: 

 
October 7 Hamas Attack, Israel, 2023 

4 Should event subject headings be approved in the future, the use of “Genocide $z Palestine” and 
“Genocide $z Gaza Strip” will provide an easy way to collocate those records and replace the “Genocide” 
subject headings with the appropriate event subject headings. 

3 Proposal to change “massacre” to “genocide” submitted in November 2024. 

 

https://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q124086054
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeSHM/H1592.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeSHM/H1592.pdf


 

Israel-Hamas War, 2023- 
 

The records for each of these headings include a substantial list of variants (10 variants for the 
attack, 8 for the war). Although this allows for discovery using variants should users search the 
subject heading index, the variants are still not discoverable via keyword searching. It is 
recommended to provide at least one variant in an uncontrolled field to help improve 
discoverability. 

 
For the attack, Al-Aqsa Flood is fairly common in English and can be provided in a 653 or 690 
field (only the 653 field is shown in the examples that follow): 

 
653 _0 $a Al-Aqsa Flood, Israel, 2023 

 
For the war, add the second most common name in English in an uncontrolled field: 

 
653 _0 $a Gaza War, 2023- 

 
For resources in Arabic, also add the corresponding names of the attack and the war in Arabic: 

 
653 _0 $a الأقصى طوفان . 

 
653 _0 $a  
 

Other variants can be added if deemed necessary for better keyword access. 

2.6. Palestine question 
There are two subject headings that can be used for works on the question of national rights in 
Palestine: 

 
Palestine question (To 1948): formerly on the record for “Jewish Arab relations” 
Palestine question (1948-): formerly on the record for “Arab-Israeli conflict”5 
 

For Arabic resources, also add the corresponding Arabic term in a 653 or 690 field (only the 653 
field is shown): 
 

653 _0  $a الفلسطينية القضية   
 

2.7. Destroyed Palestinian towns 
For resources on one or more Palestinian towns depopulated and/or destroyed and never 
rebuilt during the 20th century, add the following subject heading to the record: 

5 The MELA Committee on Cataloging is currently conducting a project to add these headings 
retroactively to bibliographic records in OCLC. 

 



 

 
​ 650 _0 $a Extinct cities $z Palestine $x History $y 20th century. 
 
This subject heading can be qualified by a form subdivision such as Maps or Encyclopedias as 
appropriate.6 

2.8. Banned and censored works 
For works that have been banned or censored, use terms from the Rare Books and Manuscripts 
Section (RBMS) controlled vocabulary, Banned works or Censored works, in a 655 MARC field 
(Genre/Form): 

 
655 _7 $a Censored works. $2 rbmscv 
655 _7 $a Banned works. $2 rbmscv  

6 The Subgroup is currently conducting a project to add these headings retroactively to bibliographic 
records in OCLC. 

 

https://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/rbmscv/cv00205.html
https://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/rbmscv/cv00206.html
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/6xx/655.html


 

3. Notes 

3.1. Summaries 
●​ An Arabic resource’s introduction or summary may provide personal and/or geographic 

names or other keywords pertaining to Palestine that may not be rendered accurately in 
subject headings or access points. In order to provide keyword access in the original 
script, it is recommended to transcribe the part of the introduction or summary that 
contains such names in the 520 MARC field (Summary, etc.). 
 
Example: 
 

520 __ $a " في الغنية بتفاصيلها اليومية الحياة لاختبار فرصة للفلسطينيين ليقدم ... السوق حكايا معرض وجاء  
إنسانيات لرغبة تجسيداً المعرض فكان إثنوغرافية. وسرديات صور خلال من التاريخية الفلسطينية الأسواق من عدد  

القدس هي: فلسطينية مدن سبع في الفلسطيني السوق حياة بعرض المُستعمِر فرضها التي والحواجز الشرذمة بتجاوز  
والمصورات المصورين من عدد بمساهمة المعرض تنفيذ وتم ويافا. ونابلس وغزة وعكا والخليل والناصرة  

15ص -- مدينة..." كل في الشبابية والمنظمات  
 

●​ It is not required to provide a paired romanized field to any 5xx MARC field; such a field 
is not of much value to users. However, if your institution requires all fields in non-Roman 
script to be paired, the Roman-script field can simply state “Summary in vernacular field 
only” or similar wording. 
 
Example: 
 
​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ If transcribing part of the introduction or summary is too cumbersome, a summary in 
English may be provided with keywords in Arabic script. 
 
Example: 
 

520 __ $a Features the Souq Stories exhibition project --- "a multi-sited youth-led 
photography exhibit on daily life in seven historic Palestinian markets" (page 3) 
--- built, sponsored, and launched by Insaniyyat: Society of Palestinian 
Anthropologists ( الفلسطينيين الأنثروبولوجيين رابطة إنسانيات: ) and prepared by the Souq 
Stories team in partnership with several organizations in each city. 

 

 

https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/5xx/520.html


 

●​ If possible, provide a summary (transcribed or in English) for fiction, essays, and 
resources in which the title is not representative. 
 
Example: 
 

Jerusalem from 1947 to 1967 : a political survey / by Tawfik Al-Khalil. 

520 __ $a “The purpose of this thesis is twofold: (1) to study the question of 
Jerusalem from 1947, the year in which the United Nations passed the partition 
resolution envisaging a special regime for Jerusalem, to the eve of the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, as a result of which Jerusalem fell under Israeli rule, (2) to view 
the issue as a case-study of United Nations attempts to seek a peaceful 
settlement of disputes and to implement its decisions in this regard. The choice of 
the period is intentional. Both in 1947 and 1967, the status of Jerusalem was 
significantly altered, with relative tranquility prevailing in the interim”-- Preface. 

●​ Provide two summaries for dual-language resources. 
 
Example: 
 

520 __ $a " في الغنية بتفاصيلها اليومية الحياة لاختبار فرصة للفلسطينيين ليقدم ... السوق حكايا معرض وجاء  
إنسانيات لرغبة تجسيداً المعرض فكان إثنوغرافية. وسرديات صور خلال من التاريخية الفلسطينية الأسواق من عدد  

القدس هي: فلسطينية مدن سبع في الفلسطيني السوق حياة بعرض المُستعمِر فرضها التي والحواجز الشرذمة بتجاوز  
والمصورات المصورين من عدد بمساهمة المعرض تنفيذ وتم ويافا. ونابلس وغزة وعكا والخليل والناصرة  

15ص -- مدينة..." كل في الشبابية والمنظمات  
 
520 __ $a "The Souq Stories exhibition... seeks to provide Palestinians with an 
opportunity to experience daily life in its rich details in several historical 
Palestinian markets through ethnographic pictures and narratives. The exhibition 
reflects Insaniyyat's desire to transcend the fragmentation imposed by the 
colonizer by displaying the life of the Palestinian market in seven different 
Palestinian cities: Jerusalem, Nazareth, Hebron, Acre, Gaza, Nablus, and Jaffa. 
The exhibition was implemented with the help of many photographers and youth 
organizations in each city..." -- page15. 

3.2. Biographical note 
For special collections materials, including a note in the 545 MARC field (Biographical or 
Historical Data) can help users contextualize a resource by providing brief, pertinent details 
about the biography of the creator, the history of a town, or the history of the political situation. 

 
Examples: 

 
545 1_ $a The Atlas of Palestine 1917–1966 by Salman Abu Sitta documents the 
geography and demographics of Palestine before, during, and after the Nakba in 1948. 

 

https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/5xx/545.html


 

This comprehensive atlas includes detailed maps and historical data that preserve the 
memory of depopulated and destroyed Palestinian villages, as well as the geographical 
features and historical boundaries of Palestine. Salman Abu Sitta is a Palestinian 
historian and geographer dedicated to documenting and advocating for the right of return 
for Palestinian refugees. 

545 1_ $a The village of Deir Yassin, located west of Jerusalem, was the site of a 
massacre on April 9, 1948, during the Nakba. $b The attack, carried out by Zionist 
paramilitary groups, resulted in the destruction of the village and the displacement of its 
inhabitants. This event has since become a symbol of the broader displacement and 
erasure of Palestinian communities during 1948. 

3.3. Other notes 
Other types of notes may be provided in the 500 MARC field (General Note), used for 
bibliographic history, physical description enhancements, program notes, and series statements 
that cannot be accommodated in 4xx MARC fields. Examples include publishing history, 
previous title, statements about the work, and corporate bodies at the head of the title. 

 
Example: 

 
500 __ $a At head of title on cover: للجميع القراءة الأردنية، الأسرة مكتبة .  

 

https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/5xx/500.html
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/4xx.html


 

4. Name authority records for persons 

4.1. Person born, resided and/or died within the current borders of Israel before 1948 
370 Associated Place is used to record a place associated with the person. For persons who 
were born, lived and/or died in Palestine within the current borders of Israel before 1948, it is not 
necessary to use the most recent name of the geographical entity listed in the NAF, which will 
be qualified by “Israel.” According to the Descriptive Cataloging Manual: Z1: Name and Series 
Authority Records: 7 

 
If the name of the associated place has changed, the name of the place that applied in the time of 
the entity being established in the 1XX may optionally be recorded in place of, or in addition to, 
the current form of name. It is not necessary to follow subject cataloging policies to use the latest 
form of name only. 

 
It is also not necessary to use an established geographical name or create a new NAR for an 
unestablished name. An unestablished name should be recorded in a separate 370 field without 
$2 naf. 

 
Recommendation 1: If the name of the geographical entity was changed, record the 
original name, qualified by “Palestine,” instead of, or in addition to, the current name. Do 
not add $2 naf. Optionally add “Palestine” in the appropriate subfield (not $c). 
 
Example (died before 1948): 
 

370    $b Salamah (Palestine) 
 
OR 
 
370    $b Salamah (Palestine) 
370    $b Kefar Shalem (Tel Aviv, Israel) $2 naf 
 
OR 
 
370    $b Salamah (Palestine) 
370    $b Kefar Shalem (Tel Aviv, Israel) $f Palestine $2 naf 
 
OR 
 
370    $b Salamah (Palestine) 
370    $f Palestine $2 naf 
 

Example (born before 1948, died after 1948): 
 

7 370:2. 

 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad370.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeDCM/DCM/Z01.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeDCM/DCM/Z01.pdf


 

370   $a Umm al-Rashrāsh (Palestine) 
370   $a Elat (Israel) $b Ḳiryat Shemonah (Israel) $f Palestine $2 naf 
 

Recommendation 2: If the name of the geographical entity has remained the same, 
additionally record “Palestine” in subfield f. 
 
Example (born before 1948): 
 

370    $a Haifa (Israel) $f Palestine $2 naf 
 

4.2. Person born, resided and/or died in the State of Palestine 
The heading “Palestine” from LCSH may optionally be added to 370 Associated Place (not $c). 
From the Descriptive Cataloging Manual: Z1: Name and Series Authority Records:8 
 

For non-jurisdictions, prefer names from an authorized vocabulary such as LCSH and identify the 
source in subfield $2. 
 
Recommendation: Record Palestine $2 lcsh in a separate 370 field, in addition to 
recording the territory 
 
Example (born in Nablus; resides in Rām Allāh): 
 

370    $a Nablus $e Rām Allāh $f West Bank $2 naf 
370    $f Palestine $2 lcsh 
 

​ Example (lives in the Gaza Strip): 
 
​ ​ 370    $e Gaza Strip $2 naf 
​ ​ 370    $f Palestine $2 lcsh 

 

4.3. Nationality/ethnicity of person 
368 Other Attributes of Person or Corporate Body, $c Other designation can be used to record a 
person’s nationality and/or ethnicity. 

 
Recommendation: Record “Palestinians” from LCGDT in 368 $c. Record only if the 
resources specify that the person is Palestinian. A more specific designation (such as 
Gazans, Jerusalemites, West Bankers [in process]) may also be added if specified. 
 
Example (Palestinian born in Rafaḥ before 1948): 
 

368    $c Palestinians $c Gazans $2 lcdgt 
370    $a Rafaḥ $f Palestine $f Gaza Strip $2 naf 

 

8 370:2. 

 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad370.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeDCM/DCM/Z01.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad368.html


 

Example (Palestinian who resides in Lebanon): 
 

368    $c Palestinians $2 lcdgt 
370    $e Lebanon $2 naf  

 



 

5. Title authority records  

5.1. Creator characteristics 
386 Creator/Contributor Characteristics can be used “to record demographic characteristics of 
one or more creators or contributors associated with a work or expression, in particular for 
characteristics common to a group of creators or contributors associated with a work or 
expression.”9 

 
Recommendation: Record “Palestinians” from LCDGT in 386 $a. If recording multiple 
demographic characteristics from different vocabularies, use a separate 386 for each 
thesaurus. 
 
Example: 
 

130 _0 $a Mukhtārāt min al-shiʻr al-Filasṭīnī 
430 _0 $a الفلسطيني الشعر من مختارات  
386 __  $a Palestinians $2 lcdgt 
386 __  $a Poets $2 lcsh  

9 Descriptive Cataloging Manual: Z1: Name and Series Authority Records, 386:1. 

 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad386.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeDCM/DCM/Z01.pdf


 

6. Geographic authority records 

6.1. Destroyed Palestinian towns 
When creating an authority record for a Palestinian town destroyed in the 20th century, look up 
the town in a reference source such as  الفلسطينية القرى موسوعة  or المدمرة فلسطين قرى موسوعة  or All that 
remains (names of towns in both Arabic and Latin scripts; Arabic translation available online) as 
well as Wikidata. Then add the following fields and information.10 
 
024 Other Standard Identifier: If the town can be found in Wikidata, add its identifier. 
 
Example: 
 
​ 024 7_ Q2918965 $2 wikidata $1 http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q2918965 
 
046 Special Coded Dates: Add field 046, subfield t, with the date of the town’s destruction. 

 
Example with citation: 

 
046  $t 1948-07 $2 edtf 
670  Mawsūʻat al-qurá al-Filasṭīnīyah, viewed September 25, 2024 $b ( غزال عين  = ʻAyn 
Ghazāl; Palestinian village near Haifa, depopulated and destroyed in July 1948 by Israeli 
forces) $u https://palqura.com/ 

 
368 Other Attributes of Person or Corporate Body: Add the subject heading “Extinct cities” in 
subfield b. 
 
​ 368 __ $b Extinct cities $2 lcsh 
 
370 Associated Place: Add “Palestine” in subfield f. 
 
​ 370 __ $f Palestine $2 naf 
 
451 See From Tracings: Add a variant for the name of the town in Arabic script, as well as field 
667 for the non-Latin script reference. 

 
Example: 

 

451  
667  Non-Latin script reference not evaluated. 

 

10 The Subgroup is currently conducting a project to add these headings retroactively to authority records 
in OCLC. 

 

https://palqura.com/
https://search.worldcat.org/title/85593017
https://search.worldcat.org/title/25632612
https://search.worldcat.org/title/25632612
https://archive.org/details/1948_20221204
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad024.html
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q2918965
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad046.html
https://palqura.com/
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad368.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad370.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad4xx.html


 

670 Source Data Found: Add the citation from the chosen source to cite the form of the name in 
Arabic, the date of destruction, and its approximate location, if available. 

 
Example: 

 
670  Mawsūʻat al-qurá al-Filasṭīnīyah, viewed September 25, 2024 $b ( غزال عين  = ʻAyn 
Ghazāl; Palestinian village near Haifa, depopulated and destroyed in July 1948 by Israeli 
forces) $u https://palqura.com/  

 
781 Subdivision Linking Entry-Geographic Subdivision: If the current jurisdiction in which the 
town was located is known (Gaza Strip, Israel, or West Bank), add field 781 for the geographic 
subdivision using the current jurisdiction. Retain the qualifier “Palestine.” 
 
Examples: 
 
​ 781 _0 $z Israel $z ʻAyn Ghazāl (Palestine) 

6.2. Towns in the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
Because towns located in the Gaza Strip and West Bank are not qualified by a larger entity, 
adding linked data to the authority record can help with collocation. Add the following data when 
creating new authority records or enhancing existing records. 
 
043 Geographic Area Code: Add the appropriate code for the territory. 
 
​ 043 __ $a awgz- - - OR awba- - - 
 
370 Associated Place: Add two 370 fields, one for the territory and one for the region of 
Palestine (from LCSH): 
 
​ 370 __ $f Gaza Strip OR West Bank $2 naf 
​ 370 __ $f Palestine $2 lcsh 
 
670 Source Data Found: If not already present, add a citation indicating the territory in which the 
town is located. 

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad670.html
https://palqura.com/
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad781.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd043.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad370.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad670.html


 

7. Geographic area codes and MARC field 751 

7.1. Resources with “Palestine” as a subject 
In addition to the 7-character MARC geographic code, it is possible to use ISO 3166 country 
codes in subfield c of MARC field 043 Geographic Area Code. The code for the State of 
Palestine is “ps.” To aid in the collocation of resources about the State of Palestine, use this 
code in addition to the codes for the Gaza Strip and the West Bank for works that discuss all or 
part of the State of Palestine. 
 
​ 043 __ $a awba- - - $a awgz- - - $c ps 
​ 043 __ $a awba- - - $c ps 
​ 043 __ $a awgz- - - $c ps 

7.2. Resources published in the State of Palestine–OPTIONAL 
To aid in the collocation of resources published in the State of Palestine at your institution, use 
either MARC field 044 or 751. 
 
044 Country of Publishing/Producing Entity Code: Add ISO code “ps” to subfield c in addition to 
the two-letter codes for the Gaza Strip and/or the West Bank. 
 
​ 044 __ $a wj $c ps 
​ 044 __ $a gz $c ps 
 
751 Added Entry-Geographic Name: Add the name of the town and “State of Palestine” from the 
UNBIS Thesaurus11 to separate MARC 751 fields. Optionally add the territory as well. 
 
​ Example: Resource published in Rām Allāh 
 
​ 751 __ $a Rām Allāh $2 naf 
​ 751 __ $a West Bank $2 naf 
​ 751 __ $a State of Palestine $2 unbis 
 
Note the scope note for “State of Palestine”: For works published or which cover the period from 
12 Dec. 2012. 

7.3. Resources published in Palestine prior to 1948–OPTIONAL 
To aid in the collocation of resources published in Palestine prior to 1948 at your institution, add 
“Palestine” to MARC field 751 Added Entry-Geographic Name in addition to the name of the 
town in separate MARC 751 fields. 
 
​ Example: Resource published in Rām Allāh before 1948 

11 Code must be taken from Name and Title Authority Source Codes. 

 

https://www.iso.org/iso-3166-country-codes.html
https://www.iso.org/iso-3166-country-codes.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd043.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd044.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd751.html
https://metadata.un.org/thesaurus/1006178?lang=en
https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bd751.html
https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/name-title.html


 

 
​ 751 __ $a Rām Allāh $2 naf 
​ 751 __ $a Palestine $2 naf 
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