Collecting Arabic Books from Palestine
A Survey of Selected North American Library Holdings
Sohaib Baig (September 29, 2025)
This post surveys print holdings across 24 North American libraries for Arabic-language materials published in Palestine.

The goal of this post is two-fold: for researchers and scholars in North America to get a better picture of the library landscape for
accessing such print materials, and second, to present data that can usefully inform librarians’ collection development decisions.
Further below, | also briefly compare North American holdings with the collections at the National Library of Israel, the largest library
of Israel.

At the outset, it should be mentioned that this data is not a good measure of Palestinian publishing history in total. There are gaps
within US collections. Also, Palestinians publish in languages other than Arabic. A good number of the Arabic publications listed here
are issued by Israeli institutions. So, this data represents Arabic-language books in Palestine (and Israel) that were acquired through
collection development at the libraries listed below.

The data below is taken from OCLC through their library analytics tool Choreo Insights. (Colleagues searching through OCLC on
WorldCat or Connexion may get different results). It does not reflect local holdings or archival collections which were not uploaded to
OCLC or that are in various stages of processing within backlogs. This is relevant, for instance, when considering library holdings for
items published in 2024 or 2025 that may still be processing.

The report encompasses print books, dissertations, newspapers, and periodicals, with Arabic as the primary language (in the 008
field), for Gaza, West Bank of the Jordan River, or Israel as the listed countries of publication (“Palestine” is not listed as a country in
the cataloging system). The report excludes digital titles. The data was extracted on September 29, 2025.

First, here is a breakdown by library, along with unique titles where there is only one holding in WorldCat for that specific edition
(OCLC number).



Library: Titles Unique Titles (1 holding in WorldCat for OCLC
number)

1. Harvard 8,111 2,424

2. Library of 6,415 964
Congress

3. Princeton 3,701 410

4. UCLA 3,340 148-437

5. Columbia 3,245 113

6. UPenn 2,627 102

7. UC Berkeley 2,544 118-204

8. NYU 2,189 75

9. U Toronto 1,819 17

10. Yale 1,806 50

1. Duke 1,342 68

12. Ul Urbana- 1,069 36
Champaign

13. Ohio State 949 58

14. Stanford 733 59




15. UT Austin 632 25
16. Cornell 632 5
17. UMichigan 570 78
18. UNC Chapel 567 9
Hill
19. UVirginia 529 3
20. UChicago 511 37
21. Georgetown 497 33
22, UC Santa 358 23
Barbara
23. Emory 269 0
24. McGill 152 18

The total number of titles for all 24 libraries (after removing duplicate holdings) was 15,132.

Below is the breakdown of these 15,132 titles by place of publication. As a note, items published in Jerusalem were mostly cataloged
as “Israel” under the place of publication and less frequently as “West Bank.”



Titles by Listed Place of Publication (24 Libraries)
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Here is the breakdown by format. Notice the high number of journals from the West Bank:



Arabic Publications by Format and Place (24 Libraries)
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Below, we see the number of publications over time. Each listed place of publication follows a different pace over time. Israel peaks
in 1990 (303 titles) and thereafter declines substantially, whilst the West Bank sees a growth, peaking in 2005 (280). Gaza sees a
small rise in 2001 (52), a low in 2009 (2), and a steady rise after 2014, peaking in 2021 (at 63 titles).



Dated Arabic Publications by Year (1900-2025) and Place of Publication (24

Libraries)
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Top 5 Authors (By # of Titles from the 15,132):
Author Items
1. Taha, al-Mutawakkil (1958-) 63
2. Qasim, Samih (1934-2014) 61
3. Hasstnah, Khalil Ibrahim (1948-) 51
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https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3A+%22T%CC%A3a%CC%84ha%CC%84%2C+al-Mutawakkil%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3A+%22Qa%CC%84sim%2C+Sami%CC%84h%CC%A3%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3A+%22H%CC%A3assu%CC%84nah%2C+Khali%CC%84l+Ibra%CC%84hi%CC%84m+%22&offset=1

4. Darwish, Mahmud (1948-2008) 49

5. Muwast. Fardg (1941-2020) 46

Top 5 Publishers (By # of Titles from the 15,132):

Publisher: Items
1. Dar al-Jundr lil-Nashr wa-al-Tawz1‘ (Jerusalem) 686
2. Maktabat Kull Shay’ (Haifa) 545
3. al-Aswar (including: Dar al-Aswar, Mu’assasat al-Aswar, Mansharat 411

al-Aswar, Maktab al-Aswar) (Acre)

4, Ittihad al-Kuttab al-Filastiniyin (including: Ittihad al-Kuttab al-Filastintyin fi 296
al-Diffah al-Gharbiyah wa-Qita‘ Ghazzah) (West Bank, Gaza)

5. Maktabat Samir Mansar lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzr' (Gaza) 261

These tables tell us which authors and publishers had the most titles in the list of 15,132 titles spanning the 24 libraries listed above.
The question, though, of which publishers have the most distribution (i.e how many of the 24 libraries held a particular title), is a
different one altogether.

When reviewing which titles have had the most distribution (i.e are held by the most amount of libraries), one thing became
immediately clear. Arabic publications from Israeli institutions such as the Hebrew University Magnes Press had the most distribution.
Their titles, often including titles from pre-modern Islamic literature, or modern literature by Arab Jews, such as:


https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3A+%22Darwi%CC%84sh%2C+Mah%CC%A3mu%CC%84d+%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3A%22faruq+muwasi%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=pb%3A+%22Da%CC%84r+al-Jundi%CC%84+lil-Nashr+wa-al-Tawzi%CC%84%CA%BB%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=pb%3A+%22Maktabat+Kull+Shay%CA%BC%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=pb%3A+%22al-Aswa%CC%84r%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=pb%3A+%22Ittih%CC%A3a%CC%84d+al-Kutta%CC%84b+al-Filast%CC%A3i%CC%84ni%CC%84yi%CC%84n%22&offset=1
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=pb%3A+%22Maktabat+Sami%CC%84r+Mans%CC%A3u%CC%84r+lil-T%CC%A3iba%CC%84%CA%BBah%22&offset=1

o Kitab Dhamm al-dunya (1984) - 45 WorldCat holdings
e al-Qissah al-gasirah ‘inda Yahud al-‘l[raq, 1924-1978 (1981) - 42 holdings

e al-Ahadith al-hisan fi fadl al-taylasan (1983) - 41 holdings

In contrast, Palestinian publishers tend to have much less distribution. A few titles from publishers based in Ramallah, such as the
Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center and Muwatin, the Palestinian Institute for the Study of Democracy appeared near the top of the list:

e Yawmiyat Khalil al-Sakakint: yawmiyat, rasa’il wa-ta’ammulat (2003) - 43 holdings
e al-‘Atabah fi fath al-ibistim (2010) - 38 holdings
e Qabla wa-ba‘da ‘Arafat : al-tahawwul al-siyasi khilal al-Intifadah al-thaniyah (2011) - 27 holdings

Finally, | compared the holdings of the 24 libraries with that of the National Library of Israel, from the data uploaded to OCLC (usually
consisting of very brief Arabic-only records) accessible through Choreo Insights. Materials not uploaded to OCLC will not be
represented here in these numbers. As is well-known, the National Library of Israel includes materials taken from Palestinian homes
and libraries during the nakba in 1948, usually labelled as “Abandoned Property” or AP.

The National Library had much larger holdings, amounting in Choreo to 30,451 titles. Much of the increase came from the
publications listed for Israel (9,528 more). The publications from Gaza were also substantially greater than the North American
libraries (2,775 more).

Here is the breakdown by format and by place of publication.


https://search.worldcat.org/title/13395678
https://search.worldcat.org/title/13616691
https://search.worldcat.org/title/10826081
https://search.worldcat.org/title/54788061
https://search.worldcat.org/title/664116893
https://search.worldcat.org/title/715264469
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Arabic Titles by Format and Place of Publication (NLI)
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The data below shows that 2000 was a busy year for the collections, since it peaked across the board for almost all of the listed
places.



Dated Arabic Publications by Year (1900-2025) and Place of Publication (NLI)
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Total Number of Dated Arabic Publications by Year (1900-2025) (NLI)
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Below, | zoomed into a shorter segment of the timeline (1970-2025) to compare the holdings of the 20 North American (NA) libraries
and the National Library of Israel (NLI) for materials published in Gaza and the West Bank. Here, one can notice some divergences:
the NLI collection peaks, as mentioned above in 2000, followed by a mostly declining curve over the next two decades. In fact, since
2017-2018, North American libraries surpassed the NLI in holdings from both Gaza and the West Bank. The North American holdings
also have greater consistency throughout the years for both places.



Dated Arabic Publications by Year (1970-2025) for Gaza (NLI and NA Libraries)
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Arabic Publications by Year (1970-2025) for the West Bank (NLI and NA

Libraries)
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Final Points

This survey reveals many features of library collections with regards to Palestinian publications in Arabic.

For one, it shows that North American library holdings of Arabic publications from the West Bank peaked around 2005, declined
slightly since then, and has remained stagnant until 2024. Librarians may therefore consider increasing acquisitions of more recent
publications from the West Bank. Still, new NA acquisitions for the West Bank surpassed the NLI around 2018.



It also becomes clear that publications from Gaza are not well represented in North American libraries. The total of 852 items is far
below what the National Library of Israel has collected (3,627). Yet, there was a noticeable growth in the North American collections
prior to 2024: the North American holdings grew steadily from 2010 to 2024. In contrast, the NLI holdings decreased rapidly after
2000.

This data also suggests that Arabic titles from Israeli presses achieve wider circulation across global libraries listed on WorldCat;
their top titles tend to include pre-modern Islamic or Arabic titles as well as modern works by Arab Jews, instead of modern
Palestinian writing. In contrast, Palestinian publishers appear to have more limited distribution across libraries.

Given the ongoing genocide and destruction of Gaza’s universities and bookstores, as well as the targeted killing of authors and
intellectuals, librarians have limited options now towards building collections from Gaza.

One approach may be to focus on acquiring earlier Gazan publications that are available from outside vendors. This is useful
especially since most libraries have limited holdings of older publications. Second, many Gazan authors and scholars who are
internally displaced have continued to write and publish their books in neighboring countries, such as Jordan. Librarians may work
with their vendors to focus on acquiring such publications. Third, it would be useful to collect and archive digital publications by
Gazans.

Finally, one may notice a level of duplication across many of the North American collections. This is not unusual and is necessary to
meet researcher and student needs across multiple universities, as well as to preserve such endangered writings at the national
level. It is also true that while many unique items are concentrated in institutions such as Harvard, the Library of Congress, and
Princeton, many other institutions have noticeable holdings of unique items, such as Duke, Ohio State, and U Michigan. This points
to a wider push by libraries across the country to collect Arabic materials from Palestine.
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