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The Middle East Librarians
Association

Annual Meeting
2024

Stanford University and Online

November /-9 2024



Conference Location

Stanford Humanities Center
Levinthal Hall
424 Santa Teresa St, Stanford, CA 94305

Zoom Links

Please register below to receive Zoom links by email:

https://www.mela.us/annual-conference/registration/

Follow and Share Conference Updates

* #MELALibs2024
* @MELALIibs

(on Instagram, X/Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin and Youtube)

Additional Information on Location

Stanford University's Visitor Information
https://visit.stanford.edu/
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Programming Committee

Denise Soufi, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill
Evyn Kropf, University of Michigan

Guy Burak, New York University

Hiba Abid, New York Public Library

Kioumars Gherghlou, Stanford University

Sarah DeMott, Harvard University

Sohaib Baig, University of California Los Angeles
Sumayya Ahmed, BMRC at University of Chicago
William Kopycki, Library of Congress, Nairobi



Conference Program

(all times Stanford Times)

DAY 1(Nov 7, 2024)

8:15am-8:45am - Registration and breakfast
8:45am-9om - Welcome and Introduction of the George Atiye Prize Winner
?:000m-10:000m - Panel #1: From information literacy to Al literacy (will not

be recorded and will not be posted on Youtube)

10:00am-10:150m - Breaok

10:150m-11:15am - Panel #2 : Epistemicide (will not be recorded and will not be

posted on Youtube)
11:150m-11:450m - Panel # 3 : The Library World and the Experiences of

Iranion Women (Chair: Guy Burak)
o Health Information Literacy of Pregnant Women in Iran: Challenges

ond Solutions (will be recorded and will be posted on Youtube)

o Women Life Freedom: Exploring the Iranian Protest Movement
through Art (will not be recorded and will not be posted on Youtube)
11:450m-1:000m : Panel #4: Archiving Against Genocide: Liberatory Memory

Work for Palestine and Lebanon (will be recorded aond posted on Youtube)

l:om-2pm - Lunch
2pm-3:15pm - Collections showcase (Chairs: Guy Buraok and Ryan Zohar) (will

be recorded and posted on Youtube)

3:15pm-3:30pm - Break

3:30pm-6:00pm - Vendors Showcase (will be recorded and posted on

Youtube)



6pm - Conference Dinner (Bender room in Green Library (459 Lasuen Mall,
Stanford)

DAY 2 (Nov 8, 2024)

e 9am-10:150m : Keynote address: Refqa Abu-Remaileh, The Contrapuntal
Digital: A Transnational Atlas for Palestinian Literature (Chair: Sumayya
Ahmed) (will not be recorded and will not be ted on Youtube

e 10:15am-10:30am : Break

e 10:30am-11:45am : ELAC panel (will be recorded and posted on Youtube)

o 11:450m-12.15pm : Panel #5: Digital Libraries (Chair: Ryan Zohar) (will be
recorded and posted on Youtube):

o The Digital Library of the Middle East
o Digital Maktaba Project: Preserving and Managing Multilingual
Cultural Heritage between Al, Humanities and Libraries
e 1215pm- T:15pm - ConC panel (part |) (Chair: Magda Gad) (will not be

recorded and will not be posted on Youtube)

e T115pm-2:15pm - Lunch

e 2:15pm- 2:30 - ConC panel (part Il) (Chair: Magda Gad) (will not be recorded

and will not be posted on Youtube)

e 2:30pm-3:30pm - LoC Cairo, LoC Islomabad and AMED Reports (will not be

recorded and will not be posted on Youtube)

e 3:30pm-3:450m - Break

e 3:450m-6:00pm - Business Meeting (will be recorded but will not be posted

on Youtube)

DAY 3 (Nov 9, 2024)



e 9am-10am : Special Panel on the Special Section on Middle Eastern Archives
(will be recorded and posted on youtube)

e 10om -10:15am - Break

e 10:15am-10:30am - "Stories of Resistance: Voices from Palestine'- A
Collaborative Book Display at Tulane University Libraries” (Chair: Deborah

Schlein) (will not be recorded and will not be posted on Youtube)

e 10:30om-11:30om - Education Committee Panel (will not be recorded and will

not be posted on Youtube)

e 11:30am - 12:.30pm - Panel #6: Library of Congress Collecting Palestine (will be

recor N t N Yout
e 12:30pm-12:45pm - Break

e 1245pm-1:450m - Working Group on Palestine (will not be recorded and will

not be posted on Youtube).

[2:30pm-4:30pm - DLME Hackathon (conference space and online)



Refqa Abu-Remaileh

(Freie Universitat Berlin)

The Contrapuntal Digital:
A Transnational Atlas for
Palestinian Literature

Abstract: Country of Words: A Transnational Atlas for Palestinian Literature

is o digital-born project thaot retraces and remaps the global story of
Palestinian literature in the 20" century, starting from the Arab world and
going through Europe, North America, and Latin America. Sitting at the
intersection of literary history, periodical studies, and digital humanities,
Country of Words creates a digitally networked and multilocational literary
history—a literary atlas enhanced. The virtual realm acts as the meeting
place for the data and narrative fragments of this literature-in-motion,
bringing together porous, interrupted, disconnected, and discontinuous
fraogments into an elastic, interconnected, and entangled literary history.

Bio: Refqa Abu-Remaileh is Associate Professor of Modern Arabic Literature
and Film at the Freie Universitat Berlin, Germany. As Principal Investigator,
she led the European Research Council project PalREAD (2018-2023). She is
author of ntry of Words: A Transnational Atlas for Palestinian Literature
(Stanford University Press, 2023) and creator of the Arabic-language
podcast Balad min Kalom: Conversations on Palestinian Literature available
on Spotify and Apple Podcasts. Country of Words: A Iransnational Atlas for
Palestinian is the recipient of the MELA Book Award for 2024.



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__countryofwords.org_&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=3VIbub1iZkf8Kydj2L-VVrrY3GXG_Mfa8oP0Uv6EE2s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.geschkult.fu-2Dberlin.de_en_e_palread_index.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=fG6dLZ_51izVOk9xuO008o_gPjIPERRCGqS9vHH5bL8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__countryofwords.org_&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=3VIbub1iZkf8Kydj2L-VVrrY3GXG_Mfa8oP0Uv6EE2s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__open.spotify.com_show_6Ml4nnHIyZhpmVSawOjFDM&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=ey7C3sQsiWo5bKUuMM7oKELOfg0kKnw9WfN58KzAfrg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__podcasts.apple.com_de_podcast_country-2Dof-2Dwords-2Dconversations-2Don-2Dpalestinian-2Dliterature_id1689541921&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=zSv942t-vM9MTmwXslp5rKvquHCL7lutY5UyvFcjPRs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__countryofwords.org_&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=3VIbub1iZkf8Kydj2L-VVrrY3GXG_Mfa8oP0Uv6EE2s&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__countryofwords.org_&d=DwMGaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=GwCxQ63HZepjZ60aUsryPZxpFTYF_Xr_n7JleIlzUy0&m=Oq2pRPzEBMIQQAyCEpKP9xUeoYpQybATiMmrdXA_n2NZQNRJ5xA09CPc5h5FsVkk&s=3VIbub1iZkf8Kydj2L-VVrrY3GXG_Mfa8oP0Uv6EE2s&e=

Special Panel on the
Special Section of American Archivist
journal on Middle Eastern and North
African Archives

During this panel, the guest editors and some contributing authors to the
Fall/Winter 2023 (Volume 86, Issue 2) Special section on the Middle Eastern and
North African Archives that appeared in the American Archivist Journal, will speak
on the impetus behind the section and its importance. Authors will present on the
content of their articles as well as the process of writing their article for the

general public.

Sumayya Ahmed, BMRC at University of Chicago, Appreciating the Archives and
Archival Thinking of the Middle East and North Africa & Rebecca Hankins, Texas
A&M University, Centering the Archives of the Middle East and North Africa

Alexis Braun Marks, Eastern Michigan University & Matthew Jaber Stiffler, Arab
American National Museum (AANM), Locating Arab Americans in Greater Detroit:
An Overview of MENA Archives in Southeast Michigan

Ryan Zohar, Georgetown University Beyond the Frome: Toward a Collection-Level
Redescription of the Colbert Held Archive

Mahdi Ganjavi, University of Toronto, Activating Personal Counter-Archives: The

Case of the Amir Hassanpour Fonds



https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/320/497908/Appreciating-the-Archives-and-Archival-Thinking-of
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/320/497908/Appreciating-the-Archives-and-Archival-Thinking-of
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/323/497906/Centering-the-Archives-of-the-Middle-East-and
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/370/497921/Locating-Arab-Americans-in-Greater-Detroit-An
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/370/497921/Locating-Arab-Americans-in-Greater-Detroit-An
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/391/497924/Beyond-the-Frame-Toward-a-Collection-Level
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/391/497924/Beyond-the-Frame-Toward-a-Collection-Level
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/325/497918/Activating-Personal-Counter-Archives-The-Case-of
https://meridian.allenpress.com/american-archivist/article/86/2/325/497918/Activating-Personal-Counter-Archives-The-Case-of

Panels
Panel #1:From information literacy to Al literacy (will be recorded and posted on
Youtube)
Speakers:
Maryom Pakdaman Neini ( Alzahra University)
Mohsen Hajizeinolabedini (Shahid Beheshti University)
Amir Reza Asnaofi (Shahid Beheshti University)
Mehdi Ghaderi (Shahid Beheshti University)

The aim of the current research is to compare the media literacy of students in
public and private schools based on the book Thinking and Media Literacy and
to study the factors aoffecting the level of media literacy of students. The research
is applied in terms of purpose, and qualitative-quantitative in terms of
approach.The research method in the qualitative part is a case study. The
participants of this section include public and private school teachers of
Shahrekord city, who were interviewed using a non-probability sampling method.
In the quantitative part, 319 students of the Tith grade were selected from public
aond private schools in Shahrekord using Cochran's formula and cluster sampling
method. The data collection of this section was based on a questionnaire taken
from the 10th grade media literacy book.SPSS was used to analyze the
quantitative data and Maxqda was used for the qualitative data. The results of
the quantitative part of the research show that there is no significant relationship
between the type of school and the level of media literacy of students. Also, the
results of the qualitative part show 10 basic concepts with the titles of books,
teachers, schools, designing small and operational projects, expansion of public
education, technology, education in schools, education to parents, the facilitating
role of the government and improvement of media and cultural productions are
effective factors on the media literacy level of students. For this reason, not only
education is important, and the formation of a skill in o person depends on
various factors, which are classified in an individual, school, fomily and social
group. In addition, it is necessary for children to become familiar with artificial
intelligence literacy and how to use artificial intelligence to promote information
literacy. One of the main duties of librarians, especially public library librarians, is
to be able to teach people information literacy and artificial intelligence literacy
skills.



Panel #2: Epistemicide

“What is epistemicide?" is the question this panel attempts to answer.

Our objective is to delve into the characteristics of epistemicide, to explore what it
means to endure and combat it. Specifically, we recognize epistemicide as a
crucial phenomena in the current moment in Palestine. While we define
epistemicide as the destruction of knowledge systems and cultural rituals that
bind a community or population together.

While over a hundred US communities have called for a ceasefire, some, like
Boulder, have adamantly refused to engage in dialogue. In the context of a
phenomena like epistemicide, does this matter? We use the current moment as an
opportunity to theorize the root of this pathology and imagine possibilities of
therapies and resistance.

You will hear from Prof. Manar Makhoul, Lesley Willioms, Khaled Farrag and Julia
Halaby, all who have been active in examining epistemicide and creating
structures and solutions to combat it. The panel will be facilitated by Dr. Myrna
Morales (The Lolita Project).

Panel # 3: The Library World and the Experiences of Iranian Women

e Health Information Literacy of Pregnant Women in Iran: Challenges and

Solutions
Leili Seifi (University of Birjond) and Neda Zeraatkar (Emory University)

Women in remote areas in Iran are least likely to receive adequate healthcare due
to various health system and individual-reloted factors such as poverty, distance,
level of education, lack of information, awareness of health services, and cultural
practices (Izadirad, Ali Ahmadi, & Niknami, 2019, Shams, et al, 2022). For instance,
the percentage of rural pregnant women receiving prenatal care is only 20% of
pregnant women in Sistan va Baluchistan province (Zhianian, et al, 2015). Another
important factor that affects prenatal care is the low level of health literacy
among pregnant women (Izadirad, Ali Ahmadi, & Niknami, 2019, Shams, et al, 2022).
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Health literacy is a crucial factor that can determine a person's health outcomes.
It can help individuals gain the knowledge and skills they need to understand,
communicate about, and manage their health effectively. By improving their
health literacy, people can taoke control of their health and make informed
decisions that benefit themselves and their communities (World Health
Organization, 2016; Liu, et al, 2020; Batool, Safdar & Eman, 2022; Melwani, et al,
2023b).

A total of 20 articles in Persian and English about the health literacy of Iranian
pregnant women, published up to 2023 were reviewed. Searching for articles with
the keywords prevalence, abundance, health literacy, and Iran was conducted in
the following national and international databases: Scientific Information
Database (SID), Magiran, Web of Science, ScienceDirect, Google Scholar, PubMed,
aond Scopus. The data were analyzed using the meta-systematic method.

Results showed that the majority of Iranian pregnant women had a low level of
health literaocy including the following cities: Badarabas, Tehran, Bushehr,
Balochistan, Mashhad, Sanndaj, Behshahr, Bojnord, Isfahan. Some of the major
challenges faced by pregnant women include low level or lack of education, low
aowareness and insufficient level of health literacy, inadequate socioeconomic
stotus, unfavorable health information-seeking behaviors, coming from a minority
ethnic group, the cultural context of society, lack of companionship and support
of spouses during pregnancy, living in a rural area, and difficulties accessing
health services. Moreover, limited rest time due to the many manual activities(such
as agriculture, animal husbondry, and carpet weaving) causes many physical
problems like bleeding, preterm delivery, and abortion. The result also revealed
thot some of the major solutions to improve the health literacy of Iranion
pregnant women were developing o plotform to teach pregnant women the
necessary information, providing necessary oral and visual training in addition to
written educational materials, teaching health information-seeking skills,
promoting communication skills of health workers/mothers, revising/simplifying
teaching materials, including both oral and pictorial, in addition to written
materials in the form of posters, pomphlets, and brochures.
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The findings of this research showed that the majority of pregnant women have
insufficient or limited health literacy, which can be alarming. A danger to the
health of the mother and a warning to the authorities and policymakers of the
health sector. Limited or low health literacy can prevent the correct understanding
of health services, increasing health literacy and empowering pregnant women.

e Women lifefFr m: Exploring the Iranian Protest Movement thr h Art
Gilda Moujtahedi (Princeton University)

The "Woman Life Freedom Collection,” presented in the Digital Princeton University
Library (DPUL) platform, features digital artwork stemming from the Iran Protests
following the police killing of Mahsa Jina Amini in September 2022. Spanning
several months, these protests were marred by widespread violence, resulting in
numerous casualties, injuries, and arrests.

In colloboration with 86 artists, this collection captures the essence of the Woman
Life Freedom movement in real time. The project aims to amplify the voices of
marginalized groups such as women, religious minorities, and ethnic minorities
who played pivotal roles in driving the movement forward. Additionally, it honors
the memory of protestors who lost their lives during these demonstrations.

Through detailed descriptions, the curators provide context for those unfamiliar
with the movement but eager to grasp Iranian social and political issues. Given
the sensitive naoture of the subject within Iran, the high risks for the artists
involved, and the theme of violence depicted in the artworks and descriptions,
careful precautions were token to prioritize the sofety and well-being of both
contributors and viewers.

The "Woman Life Freedom Collection” archives and explores one of Iran's most
significant movements since the 1979 Islamic revolution, through art. The artworks
are presented with sensitivity, ensuring a respectful engagement with the themes
and stories depicted while adhering to ethical standards. This collection strives to
illuminate the resilience and voices of those at the forefront of societal change in
Iran.
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Panel #4: Title: Fighting Erasure: Digitizing Gaza's Genocide and the War on
Lebanon

Conversants: Blair Kuntz and Dr. Mariom Karim

Panel Members: Dr. Jamila Ghaddar, Tam Rayan, Dr. Rami Zurayk, Dr. Hanine
Shehadeh
Ghada Dimashk

Abstract:

This session is an opportunity to learn more about the Fighting Erasure: Digitizing
Gaza's Genocide and the War on Lebanon project, co-led by Drs. Rami Zurayk,
Jamila Ghaddar, and Hanine Shehadeh in collaboration with local and global
partners and volunteers, including Tom Rayaon and Ghada Dimashaq. The session
informs on key project activities and goals, the role of MELA’'s Archives & Records
Management Training & Advocacy Group, and the thinking and ethos underlying
the project. These including our thinking on questions like: How can we archive
against genocide in Gaza and its extension elsewhere in Palestine and
surrounding countries like Lebanon? How can we archive in this urgent moment
for liberation and the Right of Return? How can archival interventions drow on
anticolonial, antiracist, feminist, and community-centred practices to avoid the
pitfalls of white guilt and paternalistic benevolence? How can we draw on models
ond practices of mutual aid aond solidarity between Lebonon aond Palestine to
articulote a robust decolonial archival proxis? Speakers will provide examples and
case studies illustrating the deliberate targeting of Goazas archives and
documentary heritoge as part of on all-sided, systematic campaign of
destruction of the Palestinion GLAM sector alongside the people who hold and
produce the living memory, culture, and knowledge. The panel also considers the
repetition of these destructive practices before, during and since the Nakba as
part of a concerted Orientalist/Zionist/Israeli policy aimed at erasing Palestinian
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history and heritage to manufacture a false claim of Israeli nativity, and remake
the region according to Orientalist fantasies and biblical myths. The panel
emphasizes the ongoing work and importance of archiving the current genocide
in Gaza and Palestinion and Lebanese political activism in the face of Zionist

erasure.

Panel #5: Digital Libraries

e The Digital Maktaba Project: Building an Intelligent System for Cataloguing
Non-Latin Script Heritages

Riccardo Amerigo Vigliermo (UNIVERSITa DI MODENA E REGGIO EMILIA
(UNIMORE), FONDAZIONE PER LE SCIENZE RELIGIOSE (FSCIRE))

Today's demands for managing multimedia content are new and urgent:
developing protocols and systems for sharing and managing cultural heritages in
contexts that are both transnational and multiliterate. This is the difficult
situation that the Digital Maktaba (DM) project is facing. It was created as part of
the ITSERR project (Iltalion Strengthening of the ESFRI RI RESILIENCE), a distributed,
multidisciplinary research infrastructure for religious studies, which is supported
by the PNRR funds. A partnership of computer scientists, historions, librarians,
engineers, and linguists from the University of Modena aond Reggio Emilia
(UniMoRe), the Fondazione per le Scienze Religiose (FSCIRE), and the mim.fscire
start-up gave rise to DM. The convergence of expertise in the fields of computer
science, digital humanities, linguistics and religion stud- ies ensures a thorough
analysis of the technological, ethical, cultural, social, political, and economic
dimensions of the design issue. To effectively address the challenges posed in the
field of the conservation and enhancement of cultural heritoge by a
technologically advanced, multicultural, and historically rich community, such as
the European one, is essential to establish a synergy be- tween academic and
extra-academic science-sector skills and varied professional experience. Setting
up processes for managing and cataloguing of archival and librarion legacy in
non-Latin alphabets is the long-term goal of DM. In particu- lar, the project test
case is the large collection of digital books made internally available by the
“Giorgio La Pira" library in Palermo, which is a hub of FSCIRE foundation, dedicated
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to history and doctrines of Islom. These kinds of documents present several
substantiol challenges for computer-assisted management, such as OCR (optical
character recognition) aond knowledge extraction, because their texts are
presented in multiple non-Latin alphabets (specifically, Arabic, Persian, and
Azerbaijoni) and in multiple characters within each alphabet in a single work. With
a focus on cutting-edge solutions for digital libraries, DM offers several methods
to support and automate various tasks (such as OCR, linguistic resource linking,
metadata extraction, and other related tasks) associated with text extraction and
document cataloguing in o multilingual setting. Even if the text
OCR/machine-learning research area is in general very active concerning Latin
script documents, up to now only few projects have been proposed in the
state-of-the-art research for the curation of innovative digital libraries in the
considered  Arabic-script  longuoges.  Nonetheless, we  believe that
multiculturalism’s linguistic and social effects can no longer be disregarded in any
field. Few highly specialized libraries had texts in non-Latin alphabets un- til a few
years ago; today, even the smallest ones must adjust acquisitions to the needs of
culturally diverse users, and they are sometimes unable to do so because of the
challenges associated with managing this data. Thus, the necessity of sharing
multicultural heritoges globally. The aim of DM is to offer an intelligent system
that can extract useful dato, including rich metadata content supporting with the
manual labour that is usually involved in the cataloguing process, offering a novel
solution designed specifically for religious studies libraries, especially those that
are in charge of handling documents related to multilingual and multialphabet
cultural heritage. To develop a system for automatically extract knowledge and
clossifying document in non-Latin longuages such as Arabic, Persion, and
Azerbaijani, DM project is working on different research fronts from Optical
Character Recognition (OCR), Explainable Ma- chine Learning (XML), Natural
Language Processing (NLP), Hybrid Linguistic Models, Large Language Models
(LLMs) and Data Integration technologies. Moreover, by using librarians’ expertise
through automatic cataloguing sugges- tions that follow the "Al in the loop,
human in charge” model, recommendations and user feedback could represent a
useful support for librarians. The initiative addresses many issues, including data
management, long-term preservation, cataloguing, and librarioanship-related
problems.
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e The Digital Library of the Middle East

Jacob Hill (DLME, Stanford University), Ryan Zohar (Georgetown University),
Guy Burak (NYU)

The Digital Library of the Middle East is maturing as an digital portal for
accessing MENA content. This paper will provide an update on the project
including new collections, the collections registry effort proposed at MELA 2022, a
unified digital serials viewer proposal in collaboration with other MELA colleagues,
and the upcoming 25 for 25 campaign.

Panel #6: Library of Congress Collecting Palestine

The focus of the panel will be on the unique works at the Near East Section of the
Library of Congress about Palestine and by Palestinions in the Arabic, Iranic,
Turkic ond Armenion Languages. Under the theme: Ethical, responsible
stewardship of collections with respect to collecting histories and provenance,
acquisition decisions, processing/cataloging, outreach and engagement, each
panel member will address challenges and raise the visibility of these collections
ond their unique contribution to the research community with specific examples
that highlight their singular role in providing a window on the complex history,
culture and views of Palestine and Palestinians.

Collections about and by Palestinions and Palestinian Organizations - Muhannad
Salhi, Ph.D.
The Library of Congress has a wealth of materials that deal with Palestine and the

Palestine Question, both historical and modern. This talk will discuss historical
maps and geography that focus on Palestine from the early 20" century until 1947.
It will also give an overview of Palestinion archives and publications produced by
the PLO in Lebanon and elsewhere, beginning with some of the earliest pamphlets
to more comprehensive statistics and archives; this will also include some
encyclopedias which focus on Palestine and Palestinion history more broadly.
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Another aspect this talk will discuss is the role of Palestinian Christians, beginning
with some early publications in the early 20™ century, to works and books by
various Palestinion clergymen. Finally, the talk will also include some historic
photographs of Palestine and the Palestinian community from the pre-1948 era.

Palestine in the Library of Congress's Armenian collections — Khatchig Mouradian,
Ph.D

The Armenian collections at the Library of Congress have a wealth of materials on
and from Palestine dating back to the 14" century. This talk features manuscripts,
rare books, photographs, and material in other formats from the millennial
Armenian presence, and cultural interactions, in the region. While focusing on
Jerusalem—with its historic Armenian Patriarchote—the talk also explores
materials from other towns in the region and spans the period from 1322
CE—when an Armenian Abbot by the name of Nerses completed copying a Gospel
Book in Jerusalem that centuries later made its way to the Library of Congress—to
our time.

[rani llections: Ties between Persi nd Palestine — Hirad Dinavari

An overview of materials at the Library of Congress that focus on the historic ties
between Persia and Palestine to current Persiaon language books, journals and
encyclopedias that cover Palestinion studies. Topics covered range back to
ancient Achoemenid ond Sasanian Persio's presence in Palestine, to the
Arab-lsraeli conflict, the migration of Bahai and Jewish-lranians communities to
historic Palestine and rounding out the presentation with books that highlight
Iran’s policies and world views on Palestine from the Pahlavi era to the present-day
Islamic republic of Iran.

Filistin - Ottoman Land then and Relations with Turkiye now - Joan Weeks

Maony of the Palestinion towns, sacred places, and cultural heritoge sites that
flourished under Ottoman rule until 191/, have been destroyed or transformed.
The presentation will focus on the Library's Ottomon and modern Turkish
collection of books, maps, photograophs, official documents, and newspapers
reloted to Palestine before and after WWI when Palestine came under British
control. Other resources will highlight current Turkish public opinion and
governmental relations with Palestinians throughout the region.
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Th z tri ng th llections that Pr rve its Paolestinian Herit - H
Davyton

A reflection on the Gaza Strip will be presented, whose history is intertwined with
that of Palestine. Its history and culture will be explored amidst the struggle to
preserve its heritage. The presentation highlights the Library's extensive collection
of resources on Gaza. These resources include books, studies on culture, society,
human rights, and reports from international agencies. There are also picture
books for children and a culinary journey through the Gaza kitchen.

Additionally, the Librarys collection includes archival materials such os
correspondence, treaties, official documents, scholarly popers about Gaza and
multimedia resources whose examples include documentaries depicting Gaza's
daily life and struggles. There is archival material in both physical and digital
formats such as photographs of historical landmarks in Gaza and maps detailing
border areas and areas of conflict.

Talks

e 'Stories of Resistance: Voices from Palestine” - A Collaborative Book Display
at Tulane University Libraries
Rachel Stein, Rawad Nahhas, and Syna Pal (Tulane University)

This paper will discuss “Stories of Resistance: Voices from Palestine,” o
collaborative book display curated by undergraduate members of Students
Organizing Against Racism (SOAR) in response to the urgent need for education
and awareness regarding the historical and ongoing struggles of the Palestinian
people. The display, featured in the main lobby of Tulane University Libraries (TUL)
in April 2024, included books, zines, bookmarks, and a powerful statement from
SOAR!. In this presentation, Syna Pal (Student Curator), Rowad Nahhas (Library
Public Relations Specialist), and Rachel Stein (Scholarly Engagement Librarian for
Social Sciences) will detail the implementation and impact of the display. We will
focus in particular on how we confronted and navigated the Palestine exception

to free speech at every stage of the process, from qualifications on how SOAR and

TUL could curate, design, and promote the display to accusations of antisemitism
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and more. Despite the many challenges faced, SOAR and TUL were able to keep
up the display for its planned duration, raising the visibility of pro-Palestinian
activism and TUL's commitment to free speech on caompus and beyond.

Committee Panels

Endangered Libraries and Archives Committee

The ongoing Israeli genocide of Palestinians in both Gaza and the West Bank aims
to erase Palestine, Palestinians, and Palestinian identity. In conjunction with the
genocide is the scholasticide that has witnessed numerous Palestinian scholars,
doctors, and other educated persons targeted by Israeli forces. Israel has
systematically destroyed libraries, publishers, and scholars in an effort to erase
Palestine and its memory. Today's panelists play a significant role in preserving
and documenting Palestine’s rich history and culture, both past and present. They
care for and make accessible cultural heritage at libraries. They study that
cultural heritage, using it to teach about Palestiniaon history. And they offer thot
cultural heritage to the world, as teaching tools and as memories of a place
whose people produced and preserved these materials, doing so to this day. This
panel therefore aims to cover the preservation of Palestine and Palestiniaon
identity by presenting an interconnected understanding of its cultural and
documentary history, and the ways that material can teach the world about
Palestine.

Participants:
Raja Khalidi (Khalediyya Library); David Dahdal (Eyes on Heritage project); Chris

Whitman ( Medico International in Palestine/Israel) ; Sharon C. Smith (Boston
Architectural College); Faisal Saleh (Palestinian Museum)

Committee on Cataloging

Metadata for Palestine: Paving the Way for Equitable & Inclusive Representation
Providing adequate and inclusive discoverability for resources pertaining to
Palestine and Palestinians is often challenging within the fromework of Library of
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Congress Subject Headings and Classification. This panel will showcase the efforts
of librarians to address shortcomings in the representation of Palestine and
Palestinians within these systems as well as in alternative metadata systems such
as Wikidata. The panel will also address the MEIS SACO Funnel, a recent project in
support of better discoverability of MELA resources.

Moderator: Magda Gad, Stanford University, in person

Papers (in order):

Committee on Cataloging: the Palestine Question Subject Headings Project

Denise Soufi, dsoufi@email.unc.edu, UNC-Chapel Hill, online
ConC will report on a collaborative project with OCLC stoff to add the Palestine
question subject headings retroactively to bibliographic records in OCLC.

Palestinians in LCSH and LCC: o proposal to update terminoloqy

Jamie Carlstone, jomie.carlstone@northwestern.edu, Northwestern University,
online

This presentation is an overview of a proposed project to update LCSH headings
and LCC entries that use Palestinian Arabs. The proposal is to use Palestinians
instead, to create consistency in the vocabularies and better reflect the usage of
the term in our society. The project will impact 44 LCSH terms and 17 LCC entries.

Introducing the MELA Working Group on Palestine-The Subagroup for Cataloging,

Access and Discoverability
Guy Burak, guy.burak@nyu.edu, NYU, online

Denise Soufi, dsoufi@email.unc.edu, UNC-Chapel Hill, online

This presentation will introduce the work of this group to address issues and
challenges in enhancing the discoverability of resources on Palestine and
Palestinians. Of particular focus will be the group’s development of guidelines and
recommendations that either work with or subvert the Library of Congress Subject
Headings framework.

Wikidata and Palestine
AJ Robinson, robinson.o@wustledu, Washington University in St. Louis, in person
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This presentation will be on the work of the subgroup on Wikidatao, which is a part
of the MELA Working Group on Palestine. The group has already enhanced the
Wikidata items for depopulated Palestinian villages. We will go over the completed
work and demonstrate how Wikidata can be used to visualize data on the current
conflict in Gaza and the region using SPARQL queries. We also want to solicit ideas
for Wikidata projects from the MELA community.

Middle East and Islamic Studies Funnel (MEIS) updates

Iman Dagher, idagher@library.ucla.edu, UCLA, in person

The Middle East and Islamic Studies Funnel SACO funnel was formed in Spring
2024 to promote and facilitate the creation of new LCSH, LCDGT, ond LCGFT
terminology and LCC numbers, as well as the enhancement of existing ones in the
area of Middle East and Islamic Studies. This presentation will cover the process
of introducing SACO proposals, the Funnel's accomplishments to date and
projected projects. It will highlight some of the current challenges with proposals
reloted to the MENA region and potential areas of improving library terminology
used in subject analysis.

Committee on Education

Bringing together library workers from a variety of sectors, this panel will explore
strategies for navigating censorship and increasing attacks on and dissolution of
academic freedom, with a focus on Palestine. This panel will highlight strategies,
resources, and communities of practice committed to promoting information
access, resisting erasure, and centering marginalized communities and their
self-determination. With the goal of connecting panelists and attendees, we will
provide a venue for naming and strategizing against structural and institutional
attempts to erase, malign, and co-opt cultural and political output of
marginalized communities.

Working Group on Palestine
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In this presentation, members from the subgroups of the MELA Working Group on
Palestine will present on the work, projects and events done during the year of
2024 as well as the plans for the coming year. This includes the subgroups on
Collections, Social media, Social justice, and Web archiving. Separate
presentations by the subgroups for Cataloging, Access and Discoverability and

Wiki + Palestine will be presented on other dates during the conference.

Collections Showcase
Daniel Lowe (British Library)
Michael Hopper (Harvard)

Heather Hughes (University of Pennsylvania)
Ismail Hakimi (University of Utah)
Robin Dougherty (Yale)

Jordan Stalls (UCLA)

Ryan Perkins (Stanford)

Hiba Abid (NYPL)

Ryan Zohar (Georgetown)
Kioumars Ghereghlou (Stanford)
Iman Dagher (UCLA)
Noushin Nowroozilarki (Princeton)
Peter Magierski (Columbiq)

Sean Swanick (Duke)
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Business Meeting

MELA Business Meeting Link:
httos://stanford.zoom.us/ /926216976117 owd=egMSotADlnewsv1toXCPrGtn2ny?23N.1

Meeting ID: 926 2169 7611
Passcode: 499575

Call the meeting to order
Approve the Agenda

Awards Committee Announcements (3:45-4:15)

e M. Lesley Wilkins Education Award (Chair: Anais Salmon, McGill)

e David H. Partington Award (Chair: Karl R. Schaoefer, Drake University,
Emeritus, & William Kopycki, Library of Congress)

e MELA Book Award (Chair: Ryan Zohar, Georgetown University)

Committee Chair Reports (4:15-4:45)

e Nominating Committee (Chair: Sarah DeMott)

e Committee on Cataloging (Chair: Denise Soufi, UNC)

e Social Justice Committee (Chair: Aicha Azzaoui, Northwestern
University)

e Education Committee & Mentorship Program (Chair: Salma
Abumeeiz, UCLA)

e Palestine Working Group (Evyn Kropf, University of Michigan, &
Mohamed Hamed, UC Berkeley) Virtual & Online (confirmed)
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e Archives & Records Management Training & Advocacy Group
(ARMTAQG) (Dr. Jamila Ghaddar, Dalhousie University)

e Endangered Libraries and Archives Committee (Chair: Sean Swanick,
Duke University)

MELA Officer Reports (4:45-5:15)

e MELA Listserv Manager (Evyn Kropf, University of Michigan) - Online

e MELA Notes Editor (Farshad Sonboldel, University of California, San
Diego) - In person

e Webmaster/Web & Social Media Committee (Justin Parrott, New York
University in Abu Dhabi) - In person

e Secretary-Treasurer (Williom Kopycki, Library of Congress) - In person

e Vice President/Program Chair/President-Elect (Guy Burak, NYU)

e Presidential address (Heather Hughes, UPENN)

News Business (5:15-5:45)

MESA Presentations
e MECDI update (Sean Swanick, Duke University) - In Person
e Joint MELA/MELCom meeting
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MELA would like to thank this year's

sponsors for their generous support!

IranFarhang | Libra Books | Leila Books | East View | Ferdosi International |

Sulaiman's Bookshop | al-Muthanna | Almandumah | e-Marefa Database |
Digital Library of the Middle East | Labiba Kitapevi | Kezana | YaiGlobal
Muteferriqa

Get to Know Iran Academically!
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