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The Middle East Librarians Association (MELA) is pleased to announce that Michael E. Hopper, 

Head of the Middle East Division, Harvard College Library, has been honored with the 2024 

David H. Partington Award in recognition of his outstanding contributions to and 

accomplishments in the field of Middle East Librarianship and scholarship. 

 

The David H. Partington Award is named in honor of Dr. David H. Partington, who had a long 

and distinguished career in the Middle East collections of Princeton University Library, the 

University of Michigan Library, and Harvard University Library. He was one of the founders of 

the Middle East Librarians Association and for many years, was the dean of Middle East 

librarians in this country, providing wise guidance and at the same time maintaining the highest 

standards of scholarship. 

 

Michael Hopper holds a BA from the University of Texas, studied library science at Indiana 

University, Bloomington and was a fellow at the Center for Arabic Studies Abroad (CASA) from 

1981-1982. He began his career as an Arabic cataloguer in Harvard University’s Widener 

Library in 1986. Except for a brief hiatus in 1990, when he served as Islamic Studies Librarian at 

the University of California, Santa Barbara, he has worked at Harvard until the present time. In 

1994, he was elevated to his current position as Head of the Middle East Division.  

 

During his tenure at the latter institution, he built the leading collection of Middle East and 

Islamic materials in North America. His innovative development of collections across media, 

formats and geography has enabled robust pursuit of scholarship on virtually all aspects of the 

subject. His knowledge of sources and his relentless pursuit of obscure and difficult to obtain 

materials are hallmarks of his devotion to the field. He has also served in numerous leadership 

roles in the Middle East Librarians Association and the Islamic Manuscripts Association. In 

nearly four decades of service, Michael has mentored numerous librarians in the field of Middle 

East Studies and generously shared his knowledge with colleagues across the globe. 


