
 

 

 
 

MELA Affirms Solidarity with the Palestinian People 

 

May 19, 2021 
 
The Middle East Librarians Association stands in solidarity with the Palestinian people in their 
continued struggle of resistance against ongoing settler colonialism and ethnic cleansing in the 
context of Israeli apartheid (a designation recently confirmed by both international and Israeli 
human rights organizations, after many years of use by Palestinian scholars and activists). 
 
We strongly condemn Israeli attacks on historic Palestine, from the bombing of the Gaza Strip to 
the forced evictions in East Jerusalem. Violence against civilians is never justified and we 
mourn all lives lost, but we reject any narrative that equates one of the most militarily advanced 
countries in the world with oppressed, occupied, and stateless people. 
 
On top of the horrifying loss of life, we also condemn Israeli attacks and raids on sites of 
importance for Palestinian identity, cultural heritage, primary education, higher education, and 
knowledge production. According to UN Security Council Resolution 2347, these acts may 
constitute international war crimes.  
 
As an American academic organization, we recognize our complicity in these crimes, which are 
enabled by the United States’ continued, unconditional military funding given to Israel.  
 
As custodians of books, documents and other manifestations of cultural memory in a field that 
has been historically more extractive than supportive of indigenous community heritage, we 
affirm the inherent significance of Palestinian cultural materials in their own emergent contexts 
and the importance of ensuring their lasting preservation and access. Further, we recognize the 
significance of archival and collection work for interrupting cycles of oppression and for 
disrupting the colonial violence and extraction that have inflected the collecting practices of our 
institutions and professional spaces. We extend our support to our Palestinian colleagues 
laboring in libraries, archives, museums, universities and other cultural spaces to preserve, 
flourish and protect from erasure this cultural property and memory -- including the Palestinian 
Museum, Khazaaen, and many many others.  
 
We affirm that supporting the Palestinian struggle is crucial to the fight against all forms of 
oppression, racism, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, and anti-Blackness, and we reaffirm our 
commitment to equity, social justice, and decolonization in our professional practice. 
 
We call upon colleagues in our community to invest in learning and sharing resources, 
amplifying Palestinian voices and perspectives, and where possible to commit to the further 
actions outlined in the Palestine & Praxis effort and principles and campaigns of the Librarians 
and Archivists with Palestine (LAP) network to counter oppression and normalization.  

https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://mailchi.mp/55df521bf687/coming-up-seminar-with-lara-khaldi-13421635?fbclid=IwAR1cTG1qmUlsgE2vM9-3oMUqmxyuSKOFXXGbT_FipQL-9WAcurlwI05ivfc
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-gaza-attack-schools-damaged-israeli-bombardment
https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/2021/05/palestines-education-institutions-are-victims-of-conflict-again/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/video/gazas-largest-bookstore-destroyed-israeli-airstrike-1
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_res_2347.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3bm6uOSwgWhkVzTXxXps6xSi1Ky7qs3EThcLih3ZUZLNy3pX5UpxkPOr8
https://www.palmuseum.org/language/english
https://www.palmuseum.org/language/english
https://khazaaen.org/en/node/1113
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/featured-projects-members/
https://palestineandpraxis.weebly.com/
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/


 

 

 

 

--Prepared on behalf of the Middle East Librarians’ Association by the MELA Social Justice 
Committee and the MELA Endangered Libraries and Archives Committee 
 

 

Selected statements from other academic colleagues: 

 

Statement by the Faculty in Ethnicity, Race, and Migration on Palestine (Yale 
University) 
 
Gender Studies Departments In Solidarity With Palestinian Feminist Collective 
 
The Middle East Section of the American Anthropological Association : Statement on 
Palestine 
 
AGITATE! Journal: Statement In Solidarity With The People Of Palestine 
 
The Mosaic Rooms: Call to cultural organisations, artists, and writers for solidarity with 
Palestine 
 

https://erm.yale.edu/news/statement-faculty-ethnicity-race-and-migration-palestine
https://erm.yale.edu/news/statement-faculty-ethnicity-race-and-migration-palestine
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgenderstudiespalestinesolidarity.weebly.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Croberta.dougherty%40yale.edu%7C4434c3a817c44185104b08d91b268e7d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C1%7C637570674683854117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=I0oCq86Idalz3fHN17xl5FDNteZN6CdP0TA2iB6uM3I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmes.americananthro.org%2Fmes-statement-on-palestine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Croberta.dougherty%40yale.edu%7C4434c3a817c44185104b08d91b268e7d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C1%7C637570674683859094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=inOrpFyF6D%2F%2BFt1xie3eRW6TFiz%2B%2FN7O7d1vu7jbGoU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmes.americananthro.org%2Fmes-statement-on-palestine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Croberta.dougherty%40yale.edu%7C4434c3a817c44185104b08d91b268e7d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C1%7C637570674683859094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=inOrpFyF6D%2F%2BFt1xie3eRW6TFiz%2B%2FN7O7d1vu7jbGoU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagitatejournal.org%2Fstatement-in-solidarity-with-the-people-of-palestine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Croberta.dougherty%40yale.edu%7C4434c3a817c44185104b08d91b268e7d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C1%7C637570674683864079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VgCj876kiZW2Ux37BxmxTAPL650stgd1UUIlP8Ibi54%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmosaicrooms.org%2Fcall-to-cultural-organisations-artists-writers-for-solidarity-with-palestine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Croberta.dougherty%40yale.edu%7C4434c3a817c44185104b08d91b268e7d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C1%7C637570674683869055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dXJxGs%2B4Hx0fcPa3O8xmJNgbSa5AhinqPi6Wyr1gx38%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmosaicrooms.org%2Fcall-to-cultural-organisations-artists-writers-for-solidarity-with-palestine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Croberta.dougherty%40yale.edu%7C4434c3a817c44185104b08d91b268e7d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C1%7C637570674683869055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dXJxGs%2B4Hx0fcPa3O8xmJNgbSa5AhinqPi6Wyr1gx38%3D&reserved=0

