
Middle East Librarians Association Annual Meeting 

November 13-15, 2018 

Grant Hyatt San Antonio 

San Antonio, TX 

 

Officers of the Middle East Librarians Association 

Akram Habibulla, Indiana U     President, 2017-2018 

Sharon C. Smith, Arizona State U     Past-President, 2016-2017 

Jaleh Fazelian, John Carroll U      Past-President, 2015-2016 

Dale J. Correa, UT Austin      Vice-Pres./Program Chair, 2017-2018 

William Kopycki, Library of Congress Cairo    Secretary-Treasurer, 2016-2019 

Marlis J. Saleh, U Chicago      MELA Notes Editor, 2016-2019 

Justin Parrott, NYUAD      Webmaster, 2015-2018 

Evyn Kropf, U Mich       MELANET-L List Manager, 2016-2019 

Anaïs Salamon, McGill U      Member-at-large, 2017-2020 

David Hirsch, Mohammed Bin Rashid Library    Member-at-large, 2015-2018 

AJ Robinson, Washington U      Member-at-large, 2016-2019 

 

Monday, November 12, 2018 

 

6:30 MELA Executive Board Meeting (Location: meet in Grand Hyatt Lobby) 

 

7:30 MEMP Executive Board Meeting (Location: meeting in Grand Hyatt Lobby) 

 

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 

Location: Republic B & C 

 

8:00 Registration | Continental breakfast and coffee/tea 

 

8:30 Opening remarks (Dale J. Correa) and Welcome (Akram Habibulla) 

        Introduction of Atiyeh Prize Winners (Sean Swanick, Duke U) 

 

8:45 - 9:45 Panel 1A: State of the Profession (Chair: Akram Habibulla) 

 Mariette Atallah (AUB) & Anaïs Salamon (McGill U) 

  “Adapting Middle East and Islamic Studies Librarianship to Changing 

Users’ Needs” 

 Ali Boutaqmanti (Harvard U) 

  “The Changing Role of Middle East Studies Librarians” 

 

9:45 - 10:00 Break 

 



10:00 - 11:20 Panel 1B: State of the Profession (Chair: Akram Habibulla) 

 Justin Parrott (NYUAD) 

  “Being a Middle East Studies Librarian in the Middle East” 

 Waseem Farooq (Aga Khan Library) 

  “Middle East Studies Librarianship in the UK” 

 Discussion (all panelists) 

 

11:20 - 11:35 Break 

 

11:35 - 13:00 MELA-sponsored lunch discussion on digital scholarship 

 Organizers: Evyn Kropf & Heather Hughes (UC Santa Barbara) 

 Discussants: Guy Burak (NYU), Dale Correa, Ryder Kouba (AUC), Sean Swanick 

 

13:00 – 13:15 Break 

 

13:15 – 14:15 Panel 2A: Collections: History, Challenges, & Opportunities (Chair: Amanda 

Hannoosh Steinberg) 

 Mohamed Hamed (UC Berkeley) 

  “The Library Metrics and Impact of Area Studies Materials in Academic 

Libraries” 

 Robin Dougherty (Yale U) 

  “Redacted Images in Gale’s EAPB and the marketing of historical European imprints 

in the Middle East” 

 

14:15 – 14:30 Coffee/tea break 

 

14:30 – 15:50 Panel 2B: Collections: History, Challenges, & Opportunities (Chair: Amanda 

Hannoosh Steinberg) 

Heather Hughes (UC Santa Barbara) 

 “Sounds of Diaspora” 

Ahmed Mostafa el-Sayed Mostafa (LC Cairo) 

 “Cairo Office Serials Collection: a comparative analysis” 

Discussion (all panelists) 

 

15:50 - 16:00 Break 

 

16:00 - 18:00 MEMP 

 

18:00 - 19:00 Break before dinner 



 

19:00 MELA Dinner (Location: TBD) 

 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018 

Location: Republic B & C 

8:00 Registration | Continental breakfast and coffee/tea 

 

9:00 - 10:00  Business Meeting 

  Introduction 

  Approval of 2017 Minutes 

  Officers’ reports:  President 

     VP/Program Chair 

     Secretary/Treasurer 

     MELA Notes Editor 

     MELA Notes Book Review Editor 

     Webmaster 

     MELA-Net List Manager 

 

10:00 - 10:30 Announcement of Awards: 

George Atiyeh Prize 

Committee: Robin Dougherty; Jaleh Fazelian; 

Heather Hughes; Sean Swanick, chair 

Partington Award 

Committee: Evyn Kropf; Jonathan Rodgers (U Mich), chair; Lior 

Sternfeld (Penn State U) 

Wilkins Award 

Committee: Robin Dougherty; Jaleh Fazelian, chair; William 

Kopycki, Sharon C. Smith 

 

10:30 - 10:45 Break 

 

10:45 - 11:30 Committee Reports: Bylaws 

     Cataloging 

          Education and Mentorship 

          Endangered Libraries & Archives 

          Nominating (with introduction of new 

     officers) 

          Other reports and announcements 

 



11:30 - 12:30 Library of Congress Reports 

 

12:30 - 13:45 Lunch on your own | Committee Meetings 

 

13:45 - 15:45 Workshop: Committee on Cataloging 

 

15:45 - 16:00 Break 

 

16:00 - 18:00 MELA Discussion: Collaborative, Cooperative Collecting Strategies 

 Organizers: Dale J. Correa, Guy Burak, & Heather Hughes 

 

18:00 - 19:00 Ivy Plus 

 

 

Thursday, November 15 

Location: Bonham D & E 

 

9:00 - 12:00 Vendor Showcase & Breakfast 

 

12:00 - 2:00  MELA executive board meeting 

MELA committee meetings 

 


