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About RBSCL

- Founded in 1992, although University Archives go back to 1915

- Moved to New Cairo in 2010

- Collection strengths include AUC history, the K.A.C. Creswell photographs,
Islamic and modern Egyptian architecture, 2011 Revolution, Coptic studies,

and Egyptology
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Digitization program

- Began in early 2000s

- Follow FADGI standards/best US practices; four staff members using
professional equipment

- Important for both preservation and access

- Material hosted on CONTENTdm based Digital Library
32,695 items in Digital Library
~40,000 page views over last year, 6,200 users
77% using English web browser; 3% Arabic, 2% French



Selection challenges

About 754 results (0.92 seconds)

Temple de Kerdaseh. Nubie. :: Philip Maritz Collection of Emile ...
digitalcollections.aucegypt edu/cdm/reficollection/p15795coll16/d/93 ~

Home arrow Philip Maritz Collection of Emile Béchard's Photographs arrow Temple de Kerdaseh
Nubie. Reference URL. Share. Add tags. Comment. Rate.

Le Temple de Kerdaseh. - NYPL Digital Collections
digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47d9-67c2-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99 ~

Title: Le Temple de Kerdaseh. Names: Palmieri, André (Author): Béchard, Henri, active 1869-188-
(Photographer): Quinsac, André, active 18701879 (Collotyper)

Temple de Kerdaseh. (Getty Museum) - The Getty

www.getty edu/art/collection/_..ffelix-bonfils-temple-de-kerdaseh-french-about-1878/ =

Temple de Kerdaseh ; Félix Bonfils (French, 1831 - 1885); Alais, France; about 1878; Albumen silver
print; 7.5 = 9 cm (2 15/16 = 3 9/16 in.}; 84 X0.1175.32; J.

Nubie. Temple de Kerdaséh (Egypte) (Getty Museum) - The Getty
www.getty edu/art/. ,,frel\x—lmnﬁ\s—nun\e—lempie—de—kemasen—egyme—rrencn—1 870s/ v

Temple de Kerdaséh (Egypte); Félix Bonfils (French, 1831 - 1885); 1870s; Albumen silver print; 20.9 x
27 cm (8 1/4 < 10 5/8 in.); 86.XA 750.46; J. Paul Getty

Exchange: Temple de Kerdaseh. Vue d'Est - the Exchange
https:/fexchange.umma.umich.edu/resources/10850/view

Accession Number 1980/1.208. Title Temple de Kerdaseh. Vue dEst Artist(s) Pascal Sebah Artist
Nationality Turkish (culture or siyle) Medium & Support

Nubie Temple de Kerdaséh (Egypte) - Library of Congress
www.loc.gov » . » Prints & Photographs Online Catalog ~
1 photographic print- albumen. | Rubble and remains of Temple of Kertassi (Kerdaseh)

Nubie Temple de Kerdaséh (Egypte) / Bonfils. | Library of Congress
hitps:/fwww.loc.gov/item/2004666833/
1 photographic print- albumen. | Rubble and remains of Temple of Kertassi (Kerdaseh)

Temple de kerdaseh en Nubie - Biblioteca Digital Luso-Brasileira
bdlb.bn.gov.brfacervo/handle/123456789/29177 - Translate this page

by JP Sébah - 2015

Titulo: Temple de kerdaseh en Nubie. Autor/Colaborador: Sébah, J. Pascal, 1823-1886. Data: 2015-
02-13T12:57:08Z. Descricdo: 27 x 34. papel albuminado, pb.

Le Temple de Kerdaseh - Digital Public Library of America

hitps:/fdp. 065daef1652d482bdc8

Creator. Palmieri, André; Béchard, Henri (fl. 1863-188-). Created Date. 1887-1887. Partner. The New
York Public Library. Contributing Institution.

Egypt is popular

Several excellent projects online (e.g. TIMEA) and
institutions hosting Egypt and Middle Eastern
publications

KAC Creswell materials spread over multiple
institutions

What collections will create impact?

Weighing uniqueness versus relevance to our
users?



Connecting collections

Iniversity on the Square, Documenting Egypt's 215t

1 Century Revalution
. Social Research Center Reports

The University on the Sguare: Documenting Egypt's

215t Century Revolution digital collection features
| i/ University on the Square Documenting Egypt's 21st Centu oral histories, photographs, video recordings, and

1 Underwood & Underwood Egypt Sterecviews

| Van Leo Photographs visual art that document the January 25th Revolution.
Tha Aiaital ~allacdtioon rracarcac tha hictoone nfthe "IB
AUC DAR Home — American University in Caire Scholarly Communications bl

Egyptian and Arab Revolution Scholarship

The Egyptian and Arab Revolution Scholarly Works digital collection includes papers, documentaries, interviews,
presentations, and research findings related to the January 25th Revolution and Arab Spring created by AUC faculty

and students. Egypt Revolution and Politics

Archived since: Feb, 2011

Description” The January 25th Revolution Web sites collection provides access to blogs, Twitter feeds,
local and regional media coverage, and other sites related to the January 25th Revolution. It is
maintained by the American University in Cairo Rare Books and Special Collections Library and
features Web sites suggested by AUC students, faculty, and staff as well as other contributors to the
University on the Square: Docurmnenting Egypt's 21st Century Revolution project.



Metadata

- Authorities vs. usability

-!. Hada'ig al Qubbah (neighborhood) Coverage-Spatial Az Zamalik; Egypt

Coordinates:

Lat: 30 05 18 N degrees minutes Lat:; 30.0884 decimal degrees

Al nizah (preferred,C,\V Arabic (transliterated),U)
Long: 031 17 01 E degrees minutes Long: 31.2835 decimal degrees

Al Jizah (C,V)

Al-Jizah (C,V)

MNames: Al-Gizeh (C,V)
Hada'ig al Qubbah (preferred,C,V,Arabic (transliterated),U) El Giza (C,V)

Giza (C,V.English-P,U,N)
- Metadata language

- Arabic is currently only used for Arabic materials

Developing Arabic OCR to improve searchability/efficiency
- Who are our users?



Born-digital materials

- Challenge for all archives/special collections
- Email (AUC and donor)
- Accessing proprietary formats (e.g. UOTS videos on iPhones)

- Middle East specific challenges

Region specific software?
Obsolete fonts within Microsoft?

- Capturing the web



Opportunities

- Arabic Collections Online

- AUC Centennial

- Donations, particularly from underrepresented groups
- Collaborations with NYU, Qurna Village project, etc.

- Nostalgia in Egypt



