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About RBSCL
- Founded in 1992, although University Archives go back to 1915
- Moved to New Cairo in 2010
- Collection strengths include AUC history, the K.A.C. Creswell photographs, 

Islamic and modern Egyptian architecture, 2011 Revolution, Coptic studies, 
and Egyptology



Digitization program
- Began in early 2000s
- Follow FADGI standards/best US practices; four staff members using 

professional equipment 
- Important for both preservation and access 
- Material hosted on CONTENTdm based Digital Library

- 32,695 items in Digital Library
- ~40,000 page views over last year, 6,200 users
- 77% using English web browser; 3% Arabic, 2% French



Selection challenges
- Egypt is popular
- Several excellent projects online (e.g. TIMEA) and 

institutions hosting Egypt and Middle Eastern 
publications

- KAC Creswell materials spread over multiple 
institutions

- What collections will create impact?
- Weighing uniqueness versus relevance to our 

users?



Connecting collections



Metadata
- Authorities vs. usability

-

- Metadata language
- Arabic is currently only used for Arabic materials
- Developing Arabic OCR to improve searchability/efficiency
- Who are our users?



Born-digital materials
- Challenge for all archives/special collections
- Email (AUC and donor)
- Accessing proprietary formats (e.g. UOTS videos on iPhones)
- Middle East specific challenges

- Region specific software?
- Obsolete fonts within Microsoft?

- Capturing the web



Opportunities
- Arabic Collections Online
- AUC Centennial
- Donations, particularly from underrepresented groups
- Collaborations with NYU, Qurna Village project, etc.
- Nostalgia in Egypt


