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Background
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 The ALCTS (Association for Library 
Collections and Technical Services)  
Steering Committee to Oversee the 
Implementation of the recommendations 
contained in the Report of the ACLTS Task 
Force on Non-English Access 2007-2009

 http://www.ala.org/alcts/sites/ala.org.alct
s/files/content/ianda/nonenglish/0510_fina
l_report.pdf

When Did it Begin
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http://www.ala.org/alcts/sites/ala.org.alcts/files/content/ianda/nonenglish/0510_final_report.pdf


Assign the ALCTS Subject Analysis 
Committee (SAC) to work with appropriate 
library organization, to study the needs of 
library users for multilingual subject access 
in the appropriate script(s), and to 
propose steps to address those needs 

Recommendation#11Charge
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 Extremely vague. 

 Too broad. 

A research project that might never be 
completed. 

 Is outside SAC’s scope. SAC doesn’t do 
much research on end users or their needs.

 Promote research on the non-English 
subject access.

Issues with the Charge
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 Promote research on the non-English 
subject access.

An Assessment of the Need to Provide Non-
Roman Subject Access to the Library 
Online Catalog. Cataloging & 
Classification Quarterly. Volume 49, Issue 6, 
2011. 

Research
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http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/wccq20?open=49#vol_49
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wccq20/49/6


 End users were not completely dissatisfied 
with the current library catalog; 

 End users and librarians want a system That 
is more open to multilingual subject 
headings; 

Highlighted areas of opportunity for 
libraries to make significant improvements 
to the catalog.

Key Findings of Research
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 Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Research Grant
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User’s ability to search materials by 
subject in three languages and 
different scripts.

Result
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Cross references 
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Searching by the French Term
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 Extensive work has been done to manually map 
concepts from different knowledge organization 
systems (LSCH, Rameau, and Arabic Subject 
headings), which is a tedious and expensive process

 Mapping depends on the cataloger’s 
understanding  of the concepts in these three 
languages

A Few Comments on BA Processing 
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 "to provide background information to the OCLC 
Board about the locations, contents and 
significance of major Arabic-language libraries 
and their collections worldwide and to report on 
the status of Arabic language in OCLC's major
products and services.“

OCLC-- Global Council non-Latin 

Characters Interest Group. 2013
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 “LCSH Was used , modified and translated 
with some individually assigned subject 
headings – no uniform usage”

Discussions
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 … “how Library X is using Arabic subject 
headings copied from Library Y's open-access 
OPACs, but at the same time Library Y is 
reluctant to share their records on WorldCat.

…. It does not necessarily have to be that 
OCLC takes the lead in approaching Library Y 
to convince them to share their records on 
WorldCat; rather, it might be that Library X 
contacts Library Y and says they are interested 
in creating Arabic Subject Headings Authority 
File. The two libraries work out policy and other 
issues …. Then approach OCLC to serve as the 
"technical host" for this project.” William J. 
Kopycki Dec. 2013

Discussions
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OSU –Multilingual Subject 

Headings
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Reason # 1
FAST and Multilingual Access
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 Simpler

 FAST converter

 FAST and MARC 

 FAST and linking fields

FAST Terms
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FAST Converter

:http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/fast

converter/
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Reason # 2

User’s Needs
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Users can search the library catalogue by 

subject terms in their preferred languages, 

e.g., Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, etc. 
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 Started in February 2015

 Established basic guidelines

 Requested some MARC fields to be indexed 
in the online catalog

Decided on the languages of the subject 
headings  to use

 Future: Linking the non-Roman subject 
heading to the LSCH through the authority 
record

The Pilot Project

12/14/2017 MELA Annual Meeting. Nov. 16-17 November--DC



 Autoridades de la Biblioteca Nacional de 
España (Madrid: Biblioteca Nacional de 
España)

 Sharing국가서지:도서(서지), 온라인자료, 기사
색인및주제명, 저자명, 그리고도서관정보 Linked 
Open Data에대한탐색서비스를만나보세요!

 Ndlsh : governed by Japan National Diet 
Library and freely available 
(http://id.ndl.go.jp/auth/ndla) 

 List of Chinese Subject Terms from the National 
Central Library of Taiwan : 
http://catld.ncl.edu.tw/index.jsp (國家圖書館鏈
結資源 = National Library Link Resources)

International Subject Thesaurus –Open 

Access
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https://email.osu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=PWBkJZr0anX-ngWV0dTUsxflld3tCmWoUkdjRaOHdaTS8E0tb47UCA..&URL=http://catld.ncl.edu.tw/index.jsp


شعبان عبد العزيز خليفة

قائمة رؤوس الموضوعات العربية القياسية

للمكتبات

Arabic Subject Heading
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Record in Chinese
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Record in Japanese

12/14/2017
MELA Annual Meeting. 

Nov. 16-17 November--DC



12/14/2017
MELA Annual Meeting. 

Nov. 16-17 November--DC



12/14/2017
MELA Annual Meeting. 

Nov. 16-17 November--DC



12/14/2017
MELA Annual Meeting. 

Nov. 16-17 November--DC



12/14/2017
MELA Annual Meeting. 

Nov. 16-17 November--DC



 Purpose:

… catalog generates subject terms based 
on the contents of the catalog record. If the 
term generated does not already exist in the 
AUK catalog thesaurus, it is added to the 
database. As this thesaurus continues to 
grow, it could form the foundation of an 
international thesaurus of Arabic subject 
terms. This is the core of my research and will 
be explored in my second segment of my 
visit. 

Fulbright Grant to American 

University of Kuwait (2016)
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 Implemented RDA

Contribute records to OCLC

Convert LCSH to FAST

 Subject heading in Arabic linked to FAST

Fulbright Grant --- Cont.
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Searching  OCLC in Arabic with Holdings Qualifier



Result
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A possibility to create an Arabic subject 
authority center that would serve the Arab 
world through cooperative arrangements.

A possibility of  developing resource 
sharing and cooperation on a global 
scale.

 The need to establish procedures for 
creating standard forms for Arabic subject 
headings.

Remarks
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 Planning to add non English Subject 
Headings for Legacy records.

Add other languages such as French

 Explore the possibility of linking Non-Roman 
terms to the LC authority File.

Next steps
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Questions?

شكرا جزيلا

Thank You!

El-sherbini.1@osu.edu
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