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MELA NOTES 4&, wWinter 1989

EDITOR'S NOTE

members list no organizational affiliation in the

HMembership Raoster entries. It seems that this would be useful,
particularly if one is looking for an unknown name at a specific

institution.

primarily for

The membership 1list has previously been used
mailing purposes, but, with the wognders of word

processing, it is no longer necessary to restrict ourselves to
1r

this,
organization
infarmation,
addresses are

you would 1like to include your position and
in vyour listing, please send me the correct
alang wWith any other corrections. Electronic
also weltcome.

Response to requests for contributions to the MELA Notes has been

excellent, so
does not mean

and thoughts;
Haopefully, this also

publication,

good that the next issue i1s fully booked., This
that you should not send along your news, articles
longer lssues can certainly be explored.
indicates that a more substantial
such as Ed Jajko's suggestion for a Journal of

Middle East Librarianghip, could be wundertaken. 1 would be

interemsted in your thoughts on a journal, as wall as a
demonstration of support for such a publication.

This issue contains reports of the 1988 annual meeting in Los

Angeles and

issues that came out of that gathering.,

If you were

at the meeting, these reports and updates will perhaps spur you
on ta further actiony i7 you were unable to meet with us in

November, ywou
gatherings.
year and that

will read about one of the most dynamic MELA
I hope some of that energy will last throughout the
we can make the organization more useful to us all.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

1 would like to begin this president’'s message with most sincere
thanks to all who made the 1988 MELA meeting in Los Angeles not
only the biggest and most successful meeting to date on the West
Coast, but one of the biggest and best in the history of MELA,

The 1988 meeting in Los Angeles was our 18th , counting the
founding meeting at Binghamton in 1971 as the first. 1t was
certainly a highly successful meeting In every way, There were
sixty-three names on the printed list of registered participants,
and several more people showed up for the meeting. This is
outstanding participation, The speakers wha enlightened,
{informed, and most definitely entertained us deserve much of the
credit for the success of the meeting. Some volunteered, others
readily agreed to speak when they were asked, and we learned from

them all, When ! was putting the program together, | was
cancerned that | was unable to come up the with grand unitying
theme I had originally planned on. But as I listened to speaker

after speaker, | heard them expressing common themes-—problems
presented by computerization, local solutions to problems with
wider applicabllity, difficulties of bibliographic access, the
business and pleasure of book collecting and the problems of
providing readers and researchers information about and access to
the matarials.

MELA owes a great debt of thanks to Dunning Wilson, who handled
all local arrangements, getting us a very comfortable meeting
room In the UCLA Faculty Center and persuading various offices at
UCLA to provide us a most enjoyable lunch,

At the Los Angeles meeting, MELA members voted to require me to
send a letter to Librarian of Congress James H, Billington
concerning LC's Middle East rataloging production, which was felt
to be low. You will find a copy aof that letter printed elsewhere
in this issue of MELA notes. As ot this writing (5 January 1999)
there has been no response from Dr. Billington or the Library of
Congress.

In addition, I wrote Mike Bonine, MESA secretary/treasurer, with
coples to MESA board members, concerning the need for increased
representation of MELA and librarian members of MESA in the
activities and running of the Middle East Studies Associaticn,
with special reference to MESA's proposed joint wventure with MELA
to seek grant funding to prepare a union list of Middle East
gserials in the US. Again, as of this writing, there has been no
rasponsa from Dr. Bonina, although one member of the board wrote
acknowledging receipt of the letter and promising full
consideration of the complaint.

I will convey substantive responses from Dr. Billington and the
MESA board ta the MELA membership by whatever means may hbe
appropriate,
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Thiig® wht wEré al the meeting in Lps Angeles ("down South" to us

bizi @ 51 Horthern Lalifornial will recall that a committee was set
g Eib Pt miclale cuncrete  praposals for a projected (or was it
“pretiEe Yions for a4 proposed"?) MELA reference book award,
Livmmit twe mambers are Dona Straley, Fawzl Abdalrazak, and Edward
dajki.  Pledsy send your comments, suggestions, recommendations,
atbvin m, et about the proposed reference book award to any
membier Lhe commitiee. Far their addresses, please see the
mamber gabhip li1at printed in this issue.

frel ) topilc that came up at the Npvember meeting was the need
for greater grass—-roots involvement among MELA members through
Al live participation ipn special interest groups, focus groups,
tavk forces, and the like. There is a great need for us to keep
alive the sharing of information and experience that blossoms
during our annual meeting and seems ko wither away afterwards.
lippgial® interest groups can  trade ideas and information, keep
#ach other and the general membership informed about topics of
importance, and can prepare publications, panels, state of the
art sessions, and workshops. Topics that might be covered by
such groups include computers, cataloging, classification,
subject headings, technical services, acquisitions, collection
development, management--in short, everything and anything that
is the business of Middle East librarians. In accordance with
the discussion at the meeting in Los Angeles, I hereby call on
the members of MELA to form special i1nterest or focus groups.
Send me your ideas about the topics you may be interested in, the
sort of groups you would like to participate inm, etc. 1 will
compile the information, will put people of similar interests in
tougch with each other, and will laok for peaple to head the

groups. Please think about and respond to this call, It is in
your best interest to do so; there is a lat we can learn from
fach other, Active participation in such a3 group can also be of

use to you when you apply far funds to travel to MELA/MESA
meetings,

1 would like to clese with an invitation to any and all who may
bw interested in join a specific focus group or task force.
Nfter 18 annual meetings, with a wealth of expertise among the
wembers of MELA as well as among our tolleagues around the
webe 1), 1 think it is time for a full-fledged international
Inirnal ot Middle East librarianship. Let me know it vyou would
tar@E ti Jngn in trying to start aone up.

Edward A. Jajko
Hoover Institution
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MINUTES OF THE 1988 ANNUAL MEETING
Los Angeies, California
Wednesday, 2 November 1988

Janet Heineck {University of Washington), President, called the
meeting to order at 2 p.m. in the California Room of the UCLA
Faculty Center. it was determined that the quorum of

professional members neceasary for the election of officers was
present.

Reports

James Weinberger (Princeton Universityl, Secretary-ireasurer,
read the wminutes of last year’'s business meekting and the
financial report for 1987/88. Both were approved as read.

Branda Bickett (Georgetown University), MELA notes Editor,

thanked the members for their contributions to the Notgs and
encouraged still greater participation. She alsoc announced that
issue number 4% of the Notes was published and available to the
members. She also reported learning that there were a number of
Middle Eastern countries with ng MELA members. She announced
that the Executive Board had approved sending selected librarians
In the Middle East a vywar's free MELA notes subscription to
encourage the recipient and his/her colleagues to join MELA. She
will follow up on it during the coming year.

Edward Jajko (Hoaver Institution), Vice-President/President-
elect and Program Chair, formally thanked the participants in the
1988 MELA program and extended official thanks to Dunning Wilson
(UCLA) for undertaking the local arrangements for this yearj's
meating.

David Partington (Harvard University) offered his regrets that
again this year Occasional Papers numbers 2 and 3 had not been
completed. He anmounced that progress was being made and he

promised that they would be completed soon.

0Old Businwss

Theére was no old business.

New Business
Elections

Janet Heineck presented the nominees for the position of Vice

President/Fresident~elect and Program Chalr, The nominees were
Mervyle Gaston {New York University) and Jonathan Rogers
{(University of Michigan). There were no additional nominees

suggested from the floor and Meryle Gaston was elected.
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posaible successor to the PL-480 program, This is the so-
called Debt for Development Program which would allow American
banks holding large foreign debt to convert some portion of this
debt into gifts to the Library ot Congress which could be then
used to acquire publications on local markets. This will be
applied first to latin America but has obvious implicationa for
the Middle East.

On behalf of Michael Albin, Chris Filstrup also announced the
creation of an African/Middle East Acquisition and Collection
Develaopment Section of the Library of Congress and also the
creation ot two new Field Officer positions, cne for West Africa
and the other for Cantral America.

MEMP

David Partington reported on the MEMP meeting which was held on
the UCLA campus Tuesday, November 1, 17808, He announcaed that
MEMP was off to a very good start having collected %17,000 faor
immediate use in filming several already-identified and approved
projects, He added thanks to John Ellts Tor vigorously
stewarding this new organization into existence. [Ed. note; Gee
minutes of MEMP meetings elsewhere in this issue.]

RLG/RLIN

John Eilts (RLG) announced that there are now some ¥,000-10,000
records in Hebrew in the RLIN database and that the Hebrew
enhancemants now available in RLIN are currently being used at
LC, New York Public Library, NYU Law Library, New York Historical
Society, Michigan, Stanford and Brandeis. He alsc announced that
the RLG Governing Board has approved special membership faor
Hebrew for Yeshiva University, for the three American campuses of

Hetiraw Union College, and for Jewish Theological Seminarvy. He
noted that the NYPL has abandoned ANSI romanization in favor of
RLIN's system, There are now 25,000 romanized records in the

database, and it is anticipated that an additional 18,000, more
or less, in the Hebrew script will be added as the old NYPL book
catalog is <onverted, Eilts also anticipated that Harvard's
Judaica records, which are totally ramanized, will be added to
the RLIN database as soon as Harvard sends the tapes to RLG. It
is possible that Yale, Brown, and Johns Hopkins will soon begin
using the RLIN Hebrew enhancaments as well. Eilts also announced
that RLG is currently writing a design document for Aratic script
enhancements that would extend Arabic script to include Persian,
Turkish, etc. He expected that the design document would be
formalized within the next two months and that in about twelve to
eighteen months RALG would have an operational system. At RLG, a
program groups in Judaic and Near Eastern Studies has been formed
which is a mechanism tp allow non—members to use the RLIN system
on a program basis.
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Union List of Periodicals

John Eilts reported on behal? of himself and Lesley Wilkins
{(Boston Public Library) that MESA ha=s proposed the creation ot a
union list of serials on the Middle East helc in Middle Eastern
collection in North America.

ALA

Basima Bezirgan reported on matters of Middle East interest at
the Mew Orleans meeting of the American Library Association. At
the Committee on Cataloging of Asian and African Materials, Ben
Tucker announced LC's plan to create a list of normalized
romanizations for certain problematic Arabic words for uniform
cataloging. The College and Research Libraries Division of ALA
presented a panel on preservation at the New Orleans meeting.
Among several papers delivered on the Middle East, Michael Albin
spoke about manuscript material, MEMP, and preservation. At the
ALA meeting in Dallas in June, 1989, Chris Filstrup will speak on
a panel on the history of libraries In Asia and Africa.

MELCOM

Ed Jajko and Andras Riedlmayer reported on the April MELCOM
meeting held in Paris at the Institut du Monde Arabe. A number
of papers concerning libraries, manuscripts and computeraization
were delivered, At this meeting it was announced that MELCOM
wauld reorganize jitself as MELCOM International. Anyone
interested in Jeiping MELCOM International shauld direct inquiry
tg Derek Hopwood, St. Antony's College, Oxford University,
Oxford, England, The next meeting will be held in July, 1989, at
Durham, England,

Preservation Microfilming of Arabiec at Princeton

James Weinberger announced that Princeton University was
attempting to gain funding for a major microfilming project of
Arabic printed books. The project now under propaosal would last

for three years and target some 9,000 embrittled Arabic books for
microfilming. This project is seen as the first stage of a multi-
phased project which will result in the tilming of all embrittled
Arabic material at Princeton. He requested information from
MELA members regarding any comparable project that currently
might be ongoing ar in planning.

The meeting adjourned at 5:13 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

James Weinberger

Secretary-Treasurer




MELA Letter to Librarian of Congress Billington

¥ December 1588

Dr. James H, Bjillington
Librarian af Congrass
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20340

Dear Dr. Billington,

i1 have the honor of writing you in my capacity as President of
the Middle East Librarians Asscciation. At our recent annual
meeting held in Los Angeles on 2 November 198H, the assembled
members of the Middle East Librarians Association (MELA) heard a
report on the year’'s Middle East activities of the Library of
Congress, presented by LC staffers who are also members of MELA.
The report on Library ot Congress cataloging in Middle Eastern
languages gave rise to considerable dismay and discussion, the
result ot which was a unanimous vote of the assembled membership
to charge me with the responsibility of Wwriting you to express
the distress of the members of the Middle East Librarians
Association over LC's low cataloging output in Middle Eastern
languages, and to suggest cooperative effaorts to improve the
situation.

At our meeting, it was reported that in fY 1988 Library of
Congress catalogers produced the following:

Arabic: 800 titles
Persianj 130 titles
Tajiks 1 title
Turkishz 400 titles
Hebrew: 1,100 titjes
TOTAL: 2,431 titles

Concern about these statistics—--which we understood to be for
campleted cataloging--and in particular those for Arabic,
Persian, and Turkish, and thae resulting discussion were such that
the LC report, which usually lasts about 20 minutes, togk up more
than an hour of the MELA business meeting. The statistics as
reported reflected a situation already well known to Middle East
litirarians, that LC's cataloging output has sagged badly.

The moembers of the Middle East Librarians association are deeply
enrit pr gl about LC's relatively small output of Middle East
vertvatular cataloging for a number af reasons, among them the
tollnwing: .
A% ilhrariats, wuw are dependent on LC for cataloging copy and
BPERaps FuHtE impurtantly for indications of LC cataloging
i?! Eimm and praclices as expressed in LC cataloging output,
EhBuE ERdE sutpit, we have no guidance from LC for our own
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cataloging.

Further, given our specific concern about the figures for
cataloging of materlals in the Arabiec, Persian, and Turkish
languages (Hebrew, at 1,100 ¢tjitles, is reasonably well served),
we are distressed by the fact that if but 800 titles in Arabic,
130 in Persian, and A00 in Turkish were cataloged in FY 1%88,
many hundreds more books and =merials in those languages were
added to the thousands that are already in LC's uncataloged
backlogs. Surely LC, as the Library of the Congress of the
United States and our de__facto national library, cannot be
fulfilling its mission if thousands aof wvolumes published 1in the
Middle East lanquish in cataloging arrearages.

In addition, as citizens of the Republic, and as specialist and
experts in Middle Eastern languages and Middle East studies, we
are deeply concerned that information from and about an area of
the world that is vital to the interests of the United Sates and
to world peace is not being made available to policy makers,
scholars, and resgarchers.

It is useful to compare LC's cataloging statistics against those
of other American research libraries. One library submitted the
following fiqgures far FY L988:

Arabics 453 titles
Persiant 488 titles
Central Asian: 242 titles
Armenian: 190 titles

The &53 titles in Arabic and 488 in Persian were cataloged by two

half-time assistants who also have other duties. The Armenian
books were also cataloged by part—time staff. The same library
reported an additional "95%4 Arabic titles cataloged since

December of 19687 by a full-time cataloger hired under a special
program to attack the library’'s backlogs,"

By way of another outstanding ewxample, in the library of an
American university with a world-renowned collection on the
Middle East, during fiscal 1987-1988 three full-time professional
catalogers {(doing Arabic, Persian, Turkish and Hebrew),of whom
the equivalent of approximately l.&6 people devoted their work to
Arabic, cataloged 5,976 titles. 0Of these about 351% or 3,025
titles were in Arabic. Out of the total of 5,97&6 titles
cataloged, about 4Z% (approximately 3,700 titles) were originally
cataloged (98,.3% full LC/RLIN standard and 1.5% a local version
of upgraded minimal level cataloging); 25% were modified from
RLIN member copy; and 13% were catalaoged using LC copy.

MELA members who look to LC for leadership and quidance, who are
required to rely on LC as the source of cataloging information,
wonder why an American university library staff of three can
catalog 3,976 titles, of which about 3,700 are original
cataloging, in one year, while the LC staff af seven, plus an
unknown number of catalogers for Hebraica, plus preliminary
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catalogars, subject catalogers, and shelflisters, produce 2,431
titles in a fiscal vyear.

Many other examples of outstanding productivity in Middle East
cataloging have been submitted to me; [ would be happy to share
them with you,

The members of the Middle East Librarians Association have the
greatest possible respect and admiration for their friends and
colleagues who work as catalogers and in other positions in the
Library of Caongress. We are all friends and asspclates of long
standing, and those of us outside LC have a keen awareness of the
profound contribution our colleagues within LC have made and
continue to make to Middle East librarianship, librarianship in
general, and to the world of scholarship. At the same time,
however, we are deeply concerned abut the decline of LC's
leadership in the cataloging of Middle East materials,

Recent history has repeatedly shown wus as & nation that we need
greater understanding and knowledge of the Middle East. We
cannot have either If thousands of significant books and serials
remain uncataloged and wunavailable to scholars, researchers,
policy makers, and the citizens of the Republic, In addition, we
Middle East librarians, who are obligated to follow LC's methods,
are continually frustrated in our own work as catalogers because
the lack of cataloging output prevents us from learning from LC.

Our intent is not to criticize, but to bring a critical problem

to your attention, and to offer you our advice, suggestions,
assistance, and collective and individual expertise to help solve
it. Experienced catalogers and other members of the Middle East

Librarians Association work in numerous, Middle East collections
in colleges, wuniversities,and research libraries throughout the
country. The members of the Middle East Librarians Association
are ready to join with vyou in working out solutions to this
serious problem, so0 that the vast number of Middle Eastern
vernacular materials hidden in the backlogs of our national
library, and consequently in many other libraries as well, may be
cataloged and available to researchers.

Sincerely,

Edward A. Jajko
Middle East Bibliographer

President, Middle East Librarians
fimspciation

Fel. ALD-723-2030
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MIDDLE EAST MICROFORM PROJECT
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
1 November 1988

Present: George Atiyeh (Library of Congress), Ray Boyian (Center
for Research Libraries), Ed Jajko (Hoover Institution), Fawzi
Khoury {University of MWashington), David Partington (Harvard
University), Dona Straley (Ohio State University)}, Todd Thompson
(New York Public Library)

Absent: Janet Heineck {(University of MWashington), Dennis Hyde
{University of Pennsylvania), Nassif Youssif (University of
Minnesota)

David Partington called the meeting to order at I0 a.m. in Room
20 of the North Campus Commons, UCLA.

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of May 20, L9688,
were accepted.

Ray Boylan reviewed the financial statement (see attached). The
statement was accepted.

Several member institutions have expressed a willingness to
volunteer cataloging expertise for materials purchased by MEMP
which cannot be cataloged by CRL.

Partington reviewed efforts to publicize the Project and to
solicit members. He sent letters to all Middle East Center
directors and library directors of institutions which had not yet
joined HMEMP, Notices were also placed in the Africana
newsletter, the MESA newsletter, the MESA bulletin, and the LC
information bulletin. He will be contacting Canadian
institutlions this winter, He reviewed the responses to has
letters, and Boylan distributed an updated membership list (see
attached)., Current membership stands at 20 institutions. Hebrew
Union College enquired abpout less than full membership; the
Executive Committes agreed that there should be only full
membership in the Project.

Partington presented the report of the Mominating Committee. The
slate of naominees for the three paositions on the Executive
Committee will consist of Brenda Bickett (Georgetown University),
Dennis Hyde {University of Pennsylvania), and Abazar Sepehri
(University of Texas at Austin). MNominations will also be
accepted from the floor during the membership meeting, as
provided in the by~laws.

Partington reviewed the discussion at the Executive Committee s
spring meeting concerning the contfusion of the terms Executive
Committee and MEMP Committee. He suggested using Executive Board

and MEMP Council. Bovylan reviewed the history of these terms as
used in other microform projects. No conclusions were reached
during the ensuing discussicn., The matter will be presented to

the MEMP Committee.
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Fawzi Khoury reported that the database project has begun slawly
but that he will be actively soliciting contributions in the new
year. He confirmed that the database will consist of finding
aids and sources, not individual microform titles.

Ed Jajko asked who was rasponsible for checking holdings ot
titles suggested for purchase. Boylan reviewed the balloting
procedures for purchases, which can be either a simple ves or no,
or consist of a ranking system. Khoury will distribute the
database bibliography pericdically to all members for
consul tation. Concern was expressed oveér determining if
something has been filmed non-commerciallsy, It was felt that
this must depend on individuals’' knowlgdge of collections and
their conditions.

Khoury raised the question of trying to microform materials’ in
the Middle East which are in danger of disappearing, and whether
any pressure can be exerted in order to achieve this, Boylan
reviewed projects done by SAMP and CAMP, and pasaed out a list
of CRL holdings on the Middle East. He commented on types of
materials suitable for suggestion for CRL purchase rather than
for MEMP purchase. The discussion continued on general
directions MEMP shouid consider for the future.

Boylan reviewed the list o0f Jordanian newspapers which was sent
gut for voting by the membership. He explained how he had chosen
the ones from a long list provided by George Atiyeh., He
discussed the results of the voting and some obiections raised on

some of the ballots. The following title were approved far
purchase: a)-Jamj ‘ah al-‘%Arabiyah, al-~Jami€ah al-Migriyah, al-~

lLat§%it, al-Manar, and Minert3.

Boylan asked that someone knowledgeable look at the remainder of
the Jordan list and choose other important titles for a ballot.
Khoury volunteered bhis assistant, Don Cioeta, to annotate the
list, Cioeta’'s Ph.D. dissertation concerned the press 1in Syria
during the early twentieth century.

The nquestion of teaching faculty involvement in MEMP and their
serving as representatives on the MEMP Committee was raised,
Partington will wurge all MEMP Committee members to contact their
faculty, discuss MEMP with them, and to solicit suggestions from
them.

The Ewecutivae Committee re-elected Partington as chair and
Straley as secretary for the next year.

Partington asked for sugges tions on strengthening MEMP's
relationship with MESA, It was suggested that the MEMP Committee
meeting be held during MESA so  that anyone could attend.
Partington will raise the guestion at the MEMP Committee meeting
and wil}! talk to MESA about scheduling possibilities.
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On behalf of the Executive Committee, Partingten thanked Dunning
Wilson {UCLA) for providing the meeting room, refreshments, and
intormation for both the Executive Committee and MEMF Committee
meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:135.
Raespectfully submitted,

Dona S. Straley
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MIDDLE EAET MICROFORM FPROJECT
COMMITTEE MEETING
1 Novambar 1988

Attendance roster attached.

David Partington called the meeting to order at 23110 p.m. in Room
20 of the North Campus Commons, UCLA. He thanked Dunning Wilson
for working to provide the meeting room, refreshments and
information to members.

Ray Boylanm opresented the financial report (see attached) which
wag accepted by the Committee, He also handed out copies of an
updated memhership liat (see attached).

Partington reported on activities designed to gain publicity and
mambers for MEMP {sea Executive Committee minutes for details),

Partington reported that the Exscutive Committae had re-alected
thimself as chair and Dona Straley as sacretary for the coming
yaar.

Dunning Wilsan reported that the Nominating Committee had
nominataed Brenda Bickett {(Georgetown University), Dennis Hyde
{University of Pennsylvania), and Abarar Sepehri (University of
Texas at Austin] to run for the three vacant positions on the

Executive Committee. He called for further nominatians from the
floor. There being ncne, the nominations were claosed. The
procadura for voting for Executive Committee membars was
reviewed.

FPartington asked the Committee to consider whether the terms
"Executive Committee” and "MEMP Committee" were confusing and
should be replaced. After discussion, it was moved and seconded
that the gurrent terms be retained.

Partingtan reviewed the general criteria for selection of
materialea for MEMP as affirmed by the Executive Committee at its
spring meesting. General discussion followed. Government
documents and manuscripts were suggested as types of materials
which should be considered for high priority. It was decided
that any individuals may pgropose a title for purchase or a
project for microforming; the proposer will be responsible for
coordinating the project.

Fawzl Khoury reported on the database of finding aids and sources
which he (s creating. Committee members expressed urgent need of
a union list of microforms held in North American libraries.
Khoury will create such a list based on individual 1nstitutions
reporting their holdings to him. The bibliography of finding
alde and sources will be compiled by Hamid Mahamedi. Partington
wuggested that a union 1list of microform holdings would be of
yrwat interest to MEBA. Khoury will issug@ cumulative quarterly
iwnnyei f the union list.
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Partington suggested that a committes be appointed to study long-
term projects. Boylan reported that CAMP may well be interested
in joint projectd, He passed out to members a Yist of CRL
holdings in microform on the Middle East. Individual projects
ware discussed, Chris Murphy will check o©on LC holdings of
Turkish defters. Partington will Jjook in to the costs of filming
Takvim=i vekayi and will submit the information for a mail
baillot.

Partington reported on the results of the mail ballot on
Jordanian newspapers (see Executive Committee minutes),

Todd Thompson reported that NYPL had been offered subscriptions
to 1B Sudanese newspapers which LC had decided not to purchase.
the titles are produced by a variety of minor and splintaer
political parties. The MEMP Committes agreed that theae titles
should be aent directiy to CRL, who will film them every yaar as
a MEMP project,

The meeting was adjourned at 4 p.a.
Respectfully submitted,

Dana S. Straley
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MIDDLE EABT MICRUFORM PROJECT

MEMBERSHIP LIST
June 1980

Institutian

Columbia University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Hoover lInstitution
Indiana University
Library af Congress
Mew York Public Library
Ohio State University
LUCLA
University of California-
Berkeley
University of Chicago
University of Illinois
University of Massachusetis-
Amharst
University of Minnesota
University of Pennsylvania
Princetan University
University of Texas~Austin
University of Washington
Washington Univeresity—
St. Louis
University of Wiscoensin-Madison
Yale University

¥ Executive Committems

Representative

Frank Uniandherm
Brenda E. Bickett
David Partington$
Edward A. Jajiko®
Mark Day

Georgme Atiyehs
Todd Thompson¥
Dona Straley?

D. S. HWilson

Hamid Mahamed{
Bruce Craig

Narindar K, Aggarwal

Siegfried Feller
Nasslt Youmwif?a
J, Dannis Hydet
Jamas Weinberger
Abazar Sepebri
Fawzl Khoury

Wiltliam Olbrich
David P. Hanige
Michail Keller
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George Atiyeh
Brenda Bickett
Ray Boylan

Janet Heineck

Ed Jajka

Fawzi Khoury
Hamid Mahamedi
Chris Murphy
David Partington
Abazar Sepehri
Dona Straley
Todd Thompsaon
Frank Unlandherm
James Weinberger
Dunning Wilson
Julian Witherell
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MEMP COMMITTEE
ATTENDANMCE ROSTER
1 November 1988

Library of Cangress
Gaorgatown University

Center for Research Libraries
University of Washington
Haoover Institution

Univearsity of Washington
University of Calif., Herkeley
Library of Congress

Harvard University

Unfiversity of Texas, Austin
Ohig State University

New York Public Library
Columbia University

Princeton University

UCLA

Library of Congress




Page 20 MELA NOTES 44, Winter 1989

MIDDLE EAST MICROFORM PROJECT
PROJECT FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Oc tober 27, 1988

CLOSING Oc tober
FY 1988 YTD (2)

FUND BALANCE/JULY 1,1987 30,00 % B,342.74
REVENUES
Membership Fees $9,000,00 %10,000.00
Income from sales .00 W00 (4)

TATAL REVENUES $%,000.00 %10,000,.00
EXPENSES %.00 $.00 (4)
Cost of sales .00 .00
Acquigitions .00 .00
Business expenses .00 .00
Publicatiaons 00 .00
Travel 437 .24 .00
Personnel

Processing Fees Rele] .00

Cataloging ,00 .00

TOTAL EXPENSES $637.26 * .00
REVENUES LESS EXPEMSES %8,3462,74 $10,000.,00
COMMITMENTS (3) .
Materials on order *.00 %,00
Material=s approved .00 .00
Non-material axpenses Nele} 750,00 (3)

TOTAL COMMITMENTS $.00 $750.00
AVAILABLE FUNDS %68,352,74 $17,412.74
NOTES:
1. The FUND BALANCE, REVEMUES, and EXPENSES shown under each complel®
quarter are taken from the Center’'s accounting records. Each column

shows cumulative figures for the year.

2. The REVENUES and EXPENSES shown in the YTD (year to date) column
combine the offjicial Center accounting records and check vouchersg
issued up te the date of the statement, The column shows

cumulative figures for the year. :
3. The COMMITMENTS ara taken from the records of the Acquisitions
Department and the project coordinator are intended to reflect thae
projected costs of past decisions by the MEMP Committee and ongoing
operations. )
4, Income from sales and cost of sales reflect pass through fundw,
with a small profit expected. Income from sales may reflect pruo-
payments.

3. Travel to meeting
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NEWS QOF THE MEMBERS

George N. Atiyeh (Library of Congress) authored an article on
recorded readings of 1988 Npbel Prize for Literature winner
Naguib Mahfour at LC, which appeared on p. 507 of the 19 December
1988 Library of Congress Information Bulletin. Part of LC's
Archives pf World Literature on Tape (LWDO-12,022), readings froam
al-Maraya and al-Jarimah were taped in 1977.

Ragai N. Makar has compiled the volume an Egypt in the Clio Press
World Bibliographical Series {np. Bé&). Egypt was published in
1988,

James Joseph Sanchez has recently published The Index to the

Tower Commission repgrt and The Index tg the Iran-Cgntra hearings

summary repart. He completed his Ph.D. in May, 1988, with a
diasertation entitled "Soviet Azerbajijan and comparative
institutional development in the Soviet southern tier", and is
currently working to bring online the Asian Pacific Database with
DIALOG in Pal Alto. Dr. Sanchez is the designer of the database,
which will include detailed coverage of the Middie East and South
Asla, as well as Pacitic Basin ecanomies.

ELECTRONIC ADDREBSEB
Name Ne twork Address ID

Janet Heineck BITNET UwaCDC
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FUTURE CONFERENCES

MELCOM INTERNATIONAL

The 1989 annual meeting of MELCOM International, our Eurcpean
counterpart, will be held in Durham, England, on 6-8 July 1989.
This meeting will be in conjunction with the annual confererice of
BRISMES, in Durham, England, on 9-12 July 198%.

Accommodation can be arranged in the colleges at the Univergity
ot Durham,

Faor turther information, contact the MELCOM secretariat:
Mme. Genevieve Joly
Societe Asiatique
3, rue Mazarine {(Palais de 1l 'Institut)
750046 Paris
FRANCE

MELA

The next annual meeting will be held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
an 4(?) Novembar 198%. Meryle Gaston, Vice-President and
Program Chair, is planning the program; ideas and suggestions can
be directed to her. The exact date(s) and venues will be
announced as soon as possible, to give you plenty of lead time to
apply for funding and prepare your presentation!

MESA advance information draws attention to the fact that
Toronto, “referred to as the Paris of North America, is a special
city that you won't want to miss." HRoom rates at the Sheraton
Centre are %100 (Canadian) single {=US$77) and %120 (Canadian)
double (=US5%72).

MESA also advises that everyone will have to pass through
Canadian Customs. All American citizens must show proof of
citizenship {birth certificate, passport, "green card").
Citizens of countries other than the U.S5. should check with the
Canadian Embassy or nearest Consulate before their departure.

MESA

The twenty—third Annual Meeting will be held at the Sheraton
Centre in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, on 13-18 November 19893 it
will be hosted by the Department of Middle East and Islamic
Studies at the University of Toronto. The reception will be held
at the Royal Ontario Museum, where there will be an exhibit of
Oriental carpets and an @xhibitions of Persian drawings from the
14th and 15th centuries tpaned by the Staatsbibliothek in Berlin.
See under MELA above for further information.
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TORONTO OTTOMAN/MODERN TURKISH DUPLICATES FOR SALE

The University of Toronto Library has a large collection of
Ottoman and modern Turkish duplicates available for sale, as
announced at MELA 1987, which it prefers to sell as a collection,

rather than by individual title, or an consignment,
Approximately 2,100 volumes, of which one-third are perigdical
volumes, are included. Most of the major historians are
represented. The collection is probably haltf Dttoman and balf
modern Turkish. The modern Turkish portion includes

publications of the 1%40s and the 19305, from reputable
institutes and publishing houses, such as Turk Tarih Kurumu, etc.

A representative sampling is listed below:

Sadeddin, Taj ul-tevarih, 2 v. (127%)

Tarih vesikalari, v. 1-12

Janzimat, v, 1

Evliya Qelebl Seyahatnamesi {(1314) & wv.

Tarih-i Naima, 3 v. (184&4)

Ayvansarayi, Hadikat dl-cevami

Ismail Hakk) Brusevi, Serh Ol-mesnevi, 2 v. (1B870)

Mehmed Said Feraizizade, Tarih—i gldlsen—i maarif, 2 wv.
(1292) Y -

Esad, Uss—-i zafer, (1243)

La_Turquie kemaliste, 1-49

Bagdatli Ismail Paga, Hadivat el-grifjn, 2 v. and Kest el-
Zunun zeyli .

Piri Reis, Kitabi bahrive (1933)

Kutadgu bilig, T.T.K. 7 wv.

Thrk Tarih Enclimeni mecmuas. & Belileten

Price: US % 30,000, eacluding shipping.

This is & unique opportunity to acquire an excellent scholarly
collection which would take decades to develop through the
antiquarian trade, at a far higher price.

Far further information, call ar write:

Virginia H. Aksan

Cataloguing Dept., Robarts Library
University of Toronto

Toronto, Ontario M35 1Al

CANADA

41&4=-978-483%7 (work, 9 am—-2 pm)
416-46493-7881 (home)
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BRIEF COMMUNICATION
Ed Jajka {(Hoover Institution) sends the following:

I am addressing this request for Informatiaon to all readers of
MELA Notes, I would like to ldentify and catalog an Arabic book
that is in the backlog of the Hoover Institution Hiddle East
Collection. The book lacks title page, original cover, and an
information that [ can use for purposes of identification, given
the limited bibliographic resources available to me here, I have
only what is either the title or halt-title and a presumed date
of publication. The item was not found on RLIN (FIN TP MALAMIH
MIN). I would greatly appreciate it if colleagues could check if
the information given below matches anything in their catalogs.

Description:

Title or halft-title (on p. [1], recto of page preceding
dedication page):
Malamih min shakhsiyat al-bilad al-“ArabIvah al-
mugaddasah ’

Introd. dated: B83-12-30
63-4-24

Introd. begins (p. [51%: Kull« m3 kutiba fI hadha al-
kitdb, innamd kutiba bi-ilhdh min al-fikrah kam3d anna tab%ahy wa-
ikhr3jahu, innamd tamma bi-ilhidh min ba®d al-qurrd’®  ‘ammd al-
muallit fa-lam yakun dawruhu fI dh3lika illX dawr al-mustajib.

Pagination (starting from title/shalf-title as p. (1]}
and size: [B], 425, [&] p. 3 20 cm.

Chapter or section heading on p..l: al-Lahn al—gaf.

Please send whatever information vyou may be able to find about
this book to: -

Edward A. Jajko

Middle East Bibliocgrapher
Hoover Institution
Stanford CA 4303-4010
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LC ARABIC ROMANIZATION POLICY : AN UPDATE

Pen Tucker, Chief, Office for Descriptive Cataloging Policy, LC,
writaes:

"As you are probably aware, there are many prablems in
romanizing Arabic. A particular problem relates to the "correct”
romanization of Arabic personal names, Not only may different

forms in romanization be arrived at by different speakers af the
language, but alsoc the expressions of a name may appear in non-
Arabkic publicaticons (e.g., French ar English books) already
romanized, but in various nof-systematic ways. On the basis of
one or more of the factors suggested by the preceding statement,
the Library of Congress too often receives queries recommending a
more "correct” heading than the one wa have provided., We would
like to give the tenor of our answers wider distributiaon for the
benetit of anyone interested in Arabic headings...

Due to a number of gqueries received at the
Library of Congreoss about the romanization of
Arabic personal names, we wpuld like to
.clarity our policy as follows: Generally, we

are reluctant to say that one form of
romanization is wmore correct than another
when there are two likely forms. Due to the

rnature of the lanquage and the wide regional
variation in its pronunciation, more than ane
spelling in romanization may appear for a
name. Consequently, we prefer to treat
variants a{ an established heading as cross
references, as opposed to updating the name
autharity record and any associated
bibliographic records -- whenever the variant
is justified only by such evidence as a
vocalized titie page or by an added title
page in a roman lanquage. The addition of a
cross reference will Quarantee access as we
wait for more substantial evidence. With
more sSubstantial evidence In hand (e.g.,
explicit Iinformation from the author}, we of
ctgurse shall make the necessary changes.’

At the ALA Midwinter 1989 meeting of the Committee on Cataloging
of Asian and African Materials in January, 19879, it was announced
that LC plans to serially publish chapters of the projected
Arabic cataloging manual {on the lines of Hebraica cataloging: a

quide to ALA/LC romanization and descriptive cataleaging, 1987},
in future issues of Cataloging services bulletin. A draft of the
tirst installment, on romanization, which is to supplement the LC
romanization scheme and to provide clarifying erxamples, was
disktrlbuted at the above-mentioned meeting; publication is
scheduled for the summar 1989 issue of CSB.
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THE ANCIENT S1JILL OF GAYRAWAN

The publication by Ibr@hIm Shabbub of the ancient list of books
preserved in the Gayrawdn Mosque brought to light not only the
titles of these books but the terminclogy used for their
description.l Behind this terminology is hidden an interesting
picture of book production of that day. The Sijill gives us a

good insight into many aspects of early practices in the making
of manuscript codicesa.

Although copied in Jumadd al-0ld 493 A.H./1294 A.D., the list is
based on the exemplar going back to at least the period before
295/%07 or 908, i.e., the time when the Aghlabids completed the
Great Mosque.2 The Sijill is the earliest known catalogue of an
Arabic book collection. It contains 123% entries, over 30 percent
ot which are copies of the GQur’dn. The remainder constitute
titles of early books on Tatsir, Hadith, Figh and other
disciplines. The Qur’3n is referred to as al-Kitdb at-%aziz and
a complete copy of it is called khatmah {(pl. khitam}, with the
honorific mubarakah. Depending on the size of the hand,
manuscripts were transcribed in one or a number of volumes
(taj:i%h, Franch: tomaison). Thus, for example,"khamsat ajz3’
min khatmat Qur®3n tafzi’at sab®ah" (no. 28) refers to five
volumes of a set of seven. The word juzr? is predominantly used
in connection with the Qur’3n. The wards sifr (pl. asfIr, from
the Hebrew sefer}, a synonym of juz’, and daftar (pl. dafatir,
originally meaning a register and later a notebook or booklet}
are used for manuscripts other than GQur’ams. Furthermore, sifr
sgems to be used in the sense of a bound volume (most probably
using paste-bpards, since the lawh, that is a wooden board, is
nogt mentioned), a& opposed to daftar, which can be of different
thickness but is usually unbound, In two cases (nos. B8& and
105), the daftar is covered wlth parchment (%alayhi ragqg,
mughshdh bi-al-ragg). The word mujallad {bgund) Is not used in
these two cases and, therefore, one can assume that the parchment
covering acted as & limp cover, a kind of wrapper, Most of the
dafdtir consist of parchment leaves, though paper leaves are also
reported {(9.9., no. 113). Daftar, as opposed to kurrdsah {(quire,
gathering), has an independent existence.’

The codices described in the 5ijill come in three different
formats (qalib, jirm, tabag): small (latIf), median {(wasat) and
large (kabir). The word tabag (pl. atb3ag, lit. tray, ptate, but
also basket) refers to a mold and consequently the size of the
original sheet.4 Thus, nisf al-tabaq (one-half of the sheet)
would mean a format obtained by folding the original sheet once
(giving two leaves) and rub® al-tabaq (one-quarter atf the sheet)
by folding it twice {(giving four leaves). Al-tabag, also
mentioned as al-tabag al-kabIrah (!} {(no. 3}, nisf al-tabag and
rub® al-tabaq indicate large, median and small formats.>

The codices are composad of gatharings {(kurrds, kurrdsah, pl.
kararIs}). Each quire has a number of folios (leaves) refarred to
as warag, waragah (pl. awrdq). Each folio consists of two pages
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called safbhah (pl. slfah!t). On each page, depending on the size
of the hand, there is a’set of lines called mistarah, e.g.
mistarat sab ah, meaning seven lines to the page, or mukhtalifat
al—misgarah, with a varying number of lines to the page.&

The writing surfaces are of two types: parchment (raqq, rigq) and
paper (k3ghad}. Dark blue parchment (ragq akbhal) is mentioned cn
one occasion {(no, l}, and so is black ink (hibdr, no. 2}, Among
the paper al-k3ghad al-shargl) (ne. 2), that is paper
manufactured in the eastern part of the Islamic lands, is
mentioned. Other inks include gold (dhahab), silver {(fiddah),
red {(ahmar), yellow (asfar), greeen (akhgar), and lapis-liuzuli
{13ziward}). All QurSnic codices are richly Jllumlnated in gold
{tahdhib, idhh3b). The first and last folios {awd®il, awlkhir),
chapter headings (tasmiyat al-suwar) are oftern described as
having a rich layer of gilt decroation (mudhahhab bi-al-idhhdb
al~kabIr}), Gold and color illumination also applie5 to numbers
and marks indicating the division of the Qur”an into hizb {pl.
ahzab), Cashr fpl, afsh3r), khams (pl. akhmas) and saJdah (pl.
sajadat). The letters are also vocalized {dabt) in a variety of
colors, We read on one occision (no. 45): wa- dubLta al-nasb bi-
al-dhahab wa-dubita al- rat® minha bi-al- ahmar wa—dublta al-khafd
minh3 bi-al-l&ziward wa- al-ahmar {(the accusatlve case is
indicated in gold, the num;nat1ve in red and the genitive in
lapis-lazuli and red).?

The different scripts (khatt, galam) are indicated as kdfI (naos.
1 and 1&), kdtT rayhinI (no. B), rayhdnl (no. 40), shargl (most
probably referring to the Qriental hand, popularly known as
naskhI) (no. 2), nab3rY (of Nabarah, central part of Tripoli)
{no. 12) and 8igillY (of Sicily) (no. 103}.8

Mogst but not all of the Qur?anic codices enumerated in the Sijill
are bound (mujallad). Some, like no., 57, exist in gatherings.,
Those bound are covered (mughshan) in leather {(jild) cor parchment
{raqg)} over wooden boards (©Ud, lawp). Some manuscripts,
however, are covered with silk {(muwajjah bi~al-harTIr) over boards
or wWith silk over leather over boards {nos. 3 and B). The
leather is often red (ahmar) or dark blue (akhal) and is tooled
(mangish). The tooclinmg is indicated on one occasion (no. 2) &3
being effected with a paliet (dirs, lit. moler tooth! to create a
pattern of interlace.? This item is of great interest for 1t i1s
a saingle volume which is closed by means of a locking device
{qufl), made of glarzed gold (dhahab muzajjaj)) and enclosed in a
box-like structure (fI bayt ®0d 1latIf). This type of binding (it
i1t was indeed a binding and not a separate box) whereby the
edges of the book are protected by rigid sides, is supposed to be
the eariiest form of Islamic binding.l0® For doublures {bitanah,
pl. bat5’1n) silk and leather are used. The SijJill mentions the
fullﬂwxng types of silk: green {akhdar), blue (azraq) and silk-
brocade (Qarfr mudabbajj.

The_varinus volumes areekapt in_wonden boxes.gr chests (bayt, pl.
buylt; rab®ah, pl. rabaat; tabut, pl. tawablt).li Some of these
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boxes are covered in leather and divided into compartments
(buydt}. They have lids (qh1taz pi. aqht1yah) arnd their nobs
(migbad, pl. maqabld) and cormers {rukn, pl. arkan} are made of
copper (nuh!s). The copper decoration is sometimes overlaid with
gold (mamih bi-al-dhahab, no. 1)}). Some of the boxes were huge,
for we read in no, 51: fa kana Jumlat ma hasala fT hadhihi
al-rab®ah min al-ajza’ ithnan wa-arba“dn JuZ an (altogether there
are in this chest forty-two volumes). We also laarn that the
decoration on the lid can consist of arabesque (ma%a awrag, no.
17} or a pattern of amall tools {(silsilah min bade, no. 41).
Another element of decoration in this darea 15 a silver nail
{mismar min fiddah, no. 34).

Adam Gacek
Institute of Islamic Studies, McGill University

1. "S§ijill gadim li-Maktabat Jami€ Gayrawdn”, Majallat Ma “had
al-Makhtiitat ah—%rabryah, 2 (193&), pp., 3I39-372.

2. This information is based on a bequest-note (tahbTs).

3. Ibn Sid al-BatalyawsT (d. 321/1127) tells us that it became
common to use the word sifr for bound books, whereas daftar could
have been used for both the bound and unbound volumes (see his
al-lqtiddb_ fI sharh adab al-kuttdb, Beirut, 1973, p. FA). It is
also of interest to mote here that there was a script called
galam al-dafatir used by al-Hasan ibn CAII ibn Huqlah, the
brother of Abd BIT, the Waer {yaglt, Mujam ai- udab3’, Cairuo,
1927, val. 3, p. 130). For more information about daftar see

Encyclpgpedia of Islam, new ed., vol. 2, p. 77-Bl1.

4, The word tabaq is mentioned by J. von Karabafek as being a
sheet of paper used for the making of a scraoll (darj, pl., durdj)
("Das arabische Papier”, Mitteilungen aus der Sammlung der
Papyrus Erzherzeog Rainer, vol. 2-3, 1887, p. 144).

5. Another word for format is qat® and taqti® (see al~
Dalgashandl, Subh al-a®sh3, vol. 2, p. 4687-488, and vol. &, p.
189-196). al-ZarndjI in his TaClim al-muta®allim tarTy al-—
tahllum (Beirut, Ll9Bl, p. B83%) says that the book should he square
in format (yanbaghi an yakina taq;f‘ al-kitab murabba€an) because
it was the format used by Abd HanIfah (d. 150/747) and it is
easier to handle such a book. Kh3dlid al~NagshabandI in his
Daftar kutub (to be published by J.J. Witkam in Manusgripts of
the Middle East) mentions the following formats: qat® al-kamil,
gat® al-nisf, gat® al-rubt® and qat® al-thumn. These formats are
reminiscent of the European folio, quarto, octaveo and duodecimo.

4. The word misfarah apart from signifying the number of lines
per page, also means a ruler or straight-edge and a device in the
shape of a frame with silk threads on a cardboard (see e.g. J.
§adan, "Nouveauxn doctuments sur scribes et copistes", Revue des
etudes_islamiques, 45 {1977), p. 33, n. &b, and M. Dukan, "De la
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dxffxcultu 3 reconnaitre des instruments de r-qlure. pianche a
regler (mastara) et cadre-patron”, Scriptorium XL, 2 (1%98&). pp.
257-241).

7. Faor the use of different colors in pointing {(nagt) and
vocalization (shakl) of the text see, for ewample, ai-
Qalgashandi, Subh al-a®sha, vol. 3, p. 149-147.

8. As regards kitl rayhdnT and rayhani, Shabblh 1s not altogether
sure about the reading of this word. He says that i1t could ne
read as dahanT or ramanT (7). According to N. Abbott (see The
Rise of the North Arabic script and its Kur’dnic develqpment.
Chicagn, 1939, p. 34), & script called rih3nT was “invented" by
Al ion Ubaydah al-RIKANT {(sic) who died in 219,834, If the
reading of kafl rayhanl is correct, and this script was 1ndeed
assciated with the person of al-Rayhdni, which 13 very likely
because of the marly period in which he flourished, we would have
to accept that the defipition of rIh3nYI, given by Abbhott (op.
cit,), as being a variation of thuluth and naskhT, is 1naccurate.
1f k37T rayhanY did exist, it is likely to have been the script
often referred to as "Qarmatian” or "Eastern Kufic".

9. The word in the text reads {irs (sic]. On this and other
aspects of tooling see my "Arabic bookmaking and terminology as
portrayad by Bakr al-lshbllTI in his ‘Kitdb al-taysir fI sinitat
al~tasfir ", Manuscripts of the Middim East, 5 {(1990-
torthcoming) ., .

19. This type of binding is illustrated in G. Marcais and L.
Poinssot, Objets kajrouanais, IXe au X!{le sjiécles (Tunis, 1748),
p. 14, The assertion that such a form of binding existed has
been contested by G. Bosch and G. Petherbridge on the basis of
inconclusive evidence (see Islamic bindings and bogkmaking,
Chicago, 17981, pp. 33-3&),

11. Rabfab i{s a bow or chest {$andGq, §und6q) of square shape,
made of wood and covered with leather. The larger boxes were
divided into compartments. This word also applies to a copy of
the Qur an (rab®ah sharTtah), Lrrespective of the number ot
volumes is contains. See R, Dozy, SQEplément aux dictionnaires
arabes, Jeme @d. (Paris, 1947), veol. 1, p. 303, and Mubammad
al ~-Mandnl, “Tirfkh al- Mushaf al-SharTf bi-al-Maghrib”, Majallat

Mahad a;—ﬂakhtutit at- “Arabrzah, 13 {19569), p. IS,
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FOREIGN FRUSTRATION, DR, THE SAGA OF THE JINXED BOOKS

When ] decided to spand part of my vacation in Tunisia, [ planned
to visit ALECSO (Arab Leaque Education, Cultural and Scientific
Organization) to revive Columbia University's previous sxchange
with them, On my first day in Tunis, after a one weesk tour of
the country, I recwived a phone call inviting me to a meeting on
the following Monday morning.

On the appointed day, [ took a taxi out to the ALECSQO office
where | met Dr, Mohamed Khatagi, Director of the Information Data
Processing Department. He wad extremely gracicus and quite
interested in reviving the exchange agQreement, He had copies of
all their current publications brought to his office and [ was
encouraged to select any that Columbia Universilty Library might
use. 1 saelected quite a few of the many Ilnteresting titlas. Dr
Khatagi explained, that if [ took the books to the USIS Office,
the L.C. representative could arrange for their shipment to New
York. He also kindly ewplained how to find the office, which was
quite near my hotel. After serving me Arab coffee, he bhad the
books packed in a carton, had a taxi called, and than had onae of
his staff carry the box of books down to the waiting tawl,

I took the box, which weighed about 43 pounds, back to my hotel

roam. That afternogon [ went to the USIS office and explained my
problem. The regional librarian, to whom I had been directed by
Dr. Khatagi, had just left for Morocco and ] was passad along to

various people until I got to the director who happily explained
that they never got involved in shipping books for individuals

and had no tacilities for doing so. She did, however, have one
ot her Tunisian employees gQive me directions to the nearest post
office. | decided to walk there and check it out. I found that

I had been directed to the Post Office Telephons center. Not
much use to me.

There, | asked directions to the Parcel Post and was told [ would
have to go out to the airport. Then [ asked a policeman who
directed me to a post office not too far away. 1 went there and
asked about shipping a parcel ta the USA and was told that I
could. However, there was no one there o wrap parcels. (In
Morocco, where | frequently buy books, outside each parcel post
office are men who gain their livelihood wrapping parcels for
shipment.)

Back at the hotel, H spoke to the concierge and be got me a
couple of smaller boxes, same string and some scotch tape. I
made up the smaller of the boxes, which heid ahout a third of the
books and returned to the post office. HNo praoblem until she told
me the cost. For this one small parcel 1t would cost over
4+71.00, over %210.00 for all ot the books, [ decided not to ship
b,

Later, at CEMAT (Centre d Etudes Maghrebines & Tunis}t, I told my
story to Jeanne Mrad, the Center director. She said that all
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v."iting scholars bad exactly the sams problem and that most of
them wound wup taking their books with them, mailing them from
somewhere else. [ decided to do likewise.

Then I had to repack all the books in the large box and secure
it. For this 1 needed some tapw, 30 I went fram store to store
in Tunis, trying to explain in my fractured French what I was
looking for. I finally found [t and learned the word "adhesif™,
1 firmly seaecured the box in bright blue tape and had only the
usual trouble getting to the airport with my own two cases and
this box of books. As I had juggled my baggage sc that all the
heavy stuff was in a carry-on bag, 1 oniy bhad to pay excess
baggage fees on 10 kilos, about %28.00. Of course [ didn’'t have
thia much in Tunisian currency, so | bad to run to the bank to
change enough dollars to pay the charge.

The flight from Tunis to Casablanca was fine, but then we landed
and my problems started again., { managed to get my bags and the
box to Cuatoms and mwxplained that the box held only books, a gift

to Columbia from the Arab League. No good! I had to open the
box that I had so carefully wrapped in blua tape and the Cumtoms
agent and his supervisor had to examine the books. Of course

they passed the books, but now the box was permanently open.

1 bhad left Tunis on a Saturday, the day before the big Muslinm
hnliday,‘rd al-KabIr. After leaving Customs, I got the bus from
the airport into the city. The bus station was in chaos--
everyone wWas trying to get home for the holiday. Here was [,
carrying two cases and the box of books, trying to leave it at
the Left Luggage, while thousands ot Moroccans were trying to get
their baggage registered for their buses at the same counter.
Finally, 1| was able to leave it and go to my hotel, to collapse.

1 thought that I would leave the package at the bus staticn until
HMonday, the day after “Ta. However, it turned out that the
holiday was a day later in Morocco than in Tunisia, i.e. oOn
HMonday . I had planned to catch an warly morning train to Tangier
on Tuesday, but could not because of the box of booka. Imagine
how I felt on Tuesday when [ learned that, although the stores
regpened, banks and government offices, including gpost offices,
were closed for another day, Since | had to lrave that day, [
retrieved the box from the bus station and carried it to my
hote!l, where 1 asked them to store It for a couple of weeks untal
my return.

Upon my return to Casablanca, ! found the box sate and sound, the
post office re-opened. I decided toe finally rid myself of the
books the following morning. First thing next morning, I got the
box and asked the tax) driver to go to the "Colis Postaux". He
took me to a different branch than [ normally used, but na
problem, 1 showed the books to the Customs official, filled out
the forms, and had the books wrapped in four neat parcels. Then
I took the parcels to the wmail counter. The clerk asked why 1
had had the parcels wrapped 1in four parcels. I said that 1
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understood that book post had to be under 5 kiloa. He explained
that they did not handie book post there and that if | wanted the
reduced rate | must go to the "Paket Post", which is the branch [
normally went to. -

Then I lopaded the four parcels back into the box and staggered
aut into the street, to find a taxi to take me to the other post
otfice. Aftter somm time, | was able to get a tawi and to arrive
at the other post office. Thera 1 had to start all over again
with Customs., [ was sure at this point that bhe would make me
undo each parcel sp that he could ses that they were indeed
books, but when 1 explained what had happened and showed him the
customs forms I had filled out previously, ha was extremely
helpful and the parcels were stamped and sent on their way. The
cost of mailing the 4% pounds of books in Marocco) about $24,00.
As | saw the parcels disappear into the hopper in the post
gffice, I vowed never, never to accept & Qift of books again 1in
Tunisia.

Frank H. Unlandherm
Columbia University Library
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LIBRARY/BOOK FELLOW POSITIONS AVAILABLE FOR 1989-90

Applications are now being accepted for the 1989-90 Library/Book
Fellows Program. The joint program of the American Library
Association (ALA} and the United States Information Agency (USIA}
will place appraximately ten U.S5. citizens overseas beginning in
September, 1989.

The position of most interest to MELA members:
Pamascus, Syria = Asad Matioponal Library. Full year preferred.

Fluency in Arabic desired, but library will provide full-time
transliator 1if NECESSary. Train 12 library employees 1n
cataloging book and nonbpok materials. [f poasible, advise on

preservation and restoration of library materials.

Dther positions include:

University of Swagziland

University Library, University of Dar es Salaam

University of the West Indies, Dept. of Library Studies

Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, School of Library
Science

General Archives of Central America

Beijing Foreign Studies University

National Central Library

University of the Philippines, University and Archives
Records Center

Norwegian Schoaol of Library and Information Sciences

University College Dublipn Library

Universidad Compul tense de Madrid

Punjab Dept. of Education

American Studies Research Centre

Stipends are US$23,6%0 per vyear, Travel expenses to and from
wil]l be reimbursed and health and life insurance toverage are
provided. Some hosts will assist with housing. Eligibility
requirements: U.5. citizenship; command of the language af the
host country is desiredj education and experience in library or
information science, publishing or other fields directly related
to the interest and needs of dpecific projects, with demaonstrated
caompetency as required. Perscns who have lived abroad for a ten-
year pericod immediately preceding application are not eligible.

If interested, send resume with a cover letter briefly stating
desired paosition, foreign language skills, subject expertise and
maximum placement service length. NO application forms are
available, application deadline for the 1989-%0 positicns is )5S
April 198%. Contact: Robert P. Doyle, Director, Library/Book

Fellows Program, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron S§t.,
Chicago, IL 60611} tel. 1-800-545-2433 (in Illinois: 1-B0OQ-345-—
2444).
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NEAR EAST CATALDG LIBRARIAN
Catalog Department, Sterling Memorial Library.

MINTMUM RANK: Librarian 1. Has primary repsonsibility far
original cataloging of monographs and serials in Arabic and other
Near Easterm languages. With training, will alsoc catalag Hebrew
materials. Depending upon gualifications, may assist in
collection development activities for Arabic materials.

QUALIFICATIONS: MLS from an ALA-accredited library schoatl.

Reading knowledge of Arabic and Hebrew. Knowledge of current
cataloging code; Library of Congress subject and classification
practices. Educational hackgraound in NEar Eastern studies.

Familiarity with HMARC format and content designhation desirable,.
Reading knowledge of other Near Eastern languages desirable.

Previous cataloing experience desirahle. Salry and rank
dependent on qualifications; from a minimum of %25,000,
Application deadline: Applications will be accepted wuntil
position is filled.
Please send letter ot aplication, resume, and names of 3
references tai

Maureen Sullivan, Head, Library Personnel Services, Yale

University Library, P, O. Box 146034, Yale Station, MNew Haven CT
06520. An EED/AA employer.




MELA NOTES 44, Winter 1989 Page 33

MCGILL CATALDGING POSITIONS AVAILABLE

McGil) University Libraries invites applications for two
cataloging positions:

1) A 2-year sessional librarian to provide cataloging and
selection duties for Indonesian material. Duties inglude
transliteration, searching, use of AACRZ, LC subject headings and
classification, authority work plus assessment and development of
existing collections. Excellent knowledge of Bahasa Indonesian
and the Jawi script of Arabic, and ot the literature and boock
trade of Indonesia is essential. Knowledge ot standard Arabic
and Putch is desirable. A degree in Library Science is required.

2) A part-time/sessional cataloger for Urdu material. Duties
include tranmsliteration, searching, use of AARCRZ, LC subject
headings and classification, authority work and prioritizing of
material. Excellent knowledge of Urdu language and literature
and a degree in Library Science are required.

For both positions salary will be according to gualifications.
Send application plus resume and references to Joanna Andrews,

Coordinator ot Technical Services, McGill University Libraries,
3459 McTavish St., Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A LY1.
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Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University

Cambridge, MA 02138

617-495-3372 Professional

Kay Ritchie

6911 Chestnut Ave.

Falls Church VA Y2042

202-707-6487 Professional

Priscilla H. Roberts

Writer Square #24

1512 Larimer St.

Denver, CO 80202

303-825-2835 Associate

Jonathan Rogers

Near East Division

University of Michigan Library

Ann Arbor MI 43109

313-764-7513 Professional

GJ. Roper

Istamic Bibliography Unit

University Library

‘West Road

Cambridge CB3 SDR

ENGLAND

0223-61441 ext. 254 Prolessional

Elizabeth Boury Salah
Jafet Library
American University of Beirut
P.Q. Box 11/0235
Beirut
LEBANON
Professional
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Simon Samoeil
2018 Tulip Road
Glenside PA 19038
215-898-7548

James Sanchez
PO Box 12625
Tucson AZ 85732

Abazar Sepehri

Middle East Collection, MAI 316
General Libraries, Universily of Texas
Austin, TX 78712

512-471-4675

Linda A. Shboul
University of Sydney
Sydney NSW 2006
AUSTRALIA
02-692-0929

Nabila Mango Shehadeh
311 41st Ave,

San Mateo, CA 94403
415-341-3697

Frank J, Shulman

East Asia Collection
McKeldin Library
University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742
301-454-2819

Reeva 8. Simon

342 W. Penn St.

Long Beaclt, NY 11561
516-431-5702

Kathryn Sotury

Cataloging Dept. Rm, E350
Main Library

Indiana University
Bloomington IN 47405
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Svat Soucek

393 Walnut Lane
Princeton MNJ 08540
609-924-2749

Paul Sprachman

107 S. 4th Ave.

Highland Park, New Jersey 08904
201-819-3330

Dona S. Straley

114 E. California Ave,
Columbus, OH 43202
614-292-3362

BIYNET: OHSTVMA TS55268

Muhammad H. Sulaiman
Sulaiman's Boakshop
P.O. Hox 11-8258

Beirut

LEBANON

238652

Ahmad Taleb

c/o Mrs. Asma Fathallah
Jafet Library

American University of Beirut
P.O. Box 11/0236

Beirut

LEBANON

Todd M. Thompson
Oriental Division-Rm, 219

New York Public Library, Filth Ave. & 42nd St

New York, NY 10018
212-930-0716

Frank H. Unlandherm

Middle East Bibliographer, Columbia University Libraries
International Affairs Bldg., 420 W. 118th Street

New York, NY 10027
212-280-3995

Professional

Astociate

Professional

Associate

Professional

Professional

Professional
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Kaiherine Van de Vate

Princeton University Library

One Washington Road

Princelon NJ 08540

609.452-5681 Professional

Lilian Vitale

Jalet Library

American University of Beirut

Beirut

LEBANON

340740 ext. 28347 Associate

Muhammad Isa Waley

Asst, Keeper lor Persian & Turkish

Dept. of Oriental Manuscripts & Printed Books

The British Library

14 Store Sireel

London WCI1E 7DG

ENGLAND

01-349-3801 Professional

Jessica C. Walson

P. 0. Box 23014

Raleigh NC 27606

919-851-4510 Associate

James Weinberger

Near East Bibliographer, Princeton University Library

One Washington Road

Princeton, N} 08540

609-452-3248 Professional

Walter Werkmeister

Universitatsbibliothek Tubingen

Orientabteilung

Postfach 2670

D-7400 Tubingen 1

WEST GERMANY

07071-292852 Professional

Jan W. Weryho

Cataloging Dept.

McLennan Library

McGill University

3459 McTavish Street

Montreal, Quebec H3A LY1

CANADA

514-398-4791 Professional
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Elizabeth Widenmann
159 W. 53rd St. #16-F
New York, NY 10019
212-280-8045

Lesley Wilkins

74 Livermore Rd.
Boston, MA, 02178
617-536-5400 ext. 37%

Dunning S. Wilson

Near East Bibliographer, Research Library
UCLA

Los Angeies, CA 90024

2138253942

Dr. Julian W. Witherell

Chief, African & Middle East Div.
Library of Congress, LA 1040-C
Washington, DC 20540
202-707-7937

Nassifl Youssil

345 Ensign Ave. North
Minneapolis MN 55477
612-624-1012

Elliot Zak

Butler Library-Rm. 320
Columbia University Libraries
535 w. 114th St.

Mew York, NY 10027
212-280-2238

Amnaon Zipin

308 Main Library, Ohio State University Library

1858 Neil Ave. Mall
Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-3362

BITNET: OHSTVMA TS5268

Jalal Zuwiyya

4632 Salem Drive
Binghamton, NY 13503
607-798-0889

Associate

Associate

Prolessional

Professional

Professional

Professional

Professional

Prolessional

Rag¥¢

53




Page 34

SUBSCRIPTION LIST

American Library Association
Headquarters Library

50 E. Huron St.

Chicago, IL 60611
312-944-6780

American University in Cairo
At Mrs. Shahira Elsawy

113 Kasr El Aini

P.0. Box 2511

Cairo

ARADB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

Bahai World Centre Library
P.O. Box 155

Haila 31001

ISRAEL

Bayerische Staaisbibliothek
Ludwigstrasse 16

Posifach 150

D-8000 Munchen 34

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Biruni Library

15 Beaulieu Ave,
Sydenham

London SE26 6PN
ENGLAND

P10

Boston University Library
Serials Dept.

771 Commonwealth Ave.
Bosion, MA 02215

Serials Section
Drandeis University Library
Waltham, MA 02254

The British Library
Library Association Library
7 Ridgemount Street
London WCIE 7AE
ENGLAND
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College of Librarianship Wales
Periodicals Dept.

Llanbadarn Fawr

Aberystwyth §Y23 3AS

Dyled

WALES, UNITED KINGDOM

Librasy Service Library
606 Butler Library
Columbia University
New York, NY 10027

Keeper of Oriental Books
Oriental Seclion

Durham Universily Library
Elvet Hill

Durham DHI1 3TH
ENGLAND

D & N Faxon
7048-CL

PO Box 70

Norwood, MA 02062

Periodicals Dept., Litrary
Haifa University

Mount Carmel

Haifa 31999

ISRAEL

Library and Documentation Unit
Harry $. Truman Research Institute
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Mount Scopus

Jerusalem 91-150

ISRAEL

04818264270DHU

Howard Univ.

Undergraduate Library-Serials Dept.
Mr. Player

500 Howard Place

Washington, DC 20059

Indiana University Library
Serials Department
Bloomingion, IN 47405
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Institut du monde arabe
Bibliotheque - Mme. Leroy
40 rue du Cherche Midi
75006 Paris

FRANCE

Institute of Developing Economies
Library Services Division

42 lchigaya-Honmura-cho
Shinjuku-ku

Tokyo 162

JAPAN

The Library of Congress
Exchange and Gilt Division
Gift Section

Washington, DC 20540

Islamic Studies Library
Morrice Hall

McGill University

3485 McTavish Street
Montreal, PQ H3JA 1Y1
CANADA

Middle Fast Studies Association
Dept. of QOriental Studies

Univ. of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721
6026215850

Assistant Librarian (Serial)
Acquisitions Section

National Library

Stamford Road 50617
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Ms. Rabia al-Issa

National Scientific & Technical Information Center
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research

P.0. Box 24385

13109 Safat

KUWAIT
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Mew York Public Library-Div. P
Grand Ceniral Station

PO Box 2240

MNew York, NY 10017

Africana
Northwestern University Library
Evanston, IL 60201

Orientbuchhandlung am Friesenplatz
Antwerpener Str. 6-12

5000 Koin 1

WEST GERMANY

Persian Book Mart
PO Box 241574
Memphis, TN 38124
901-452-6908

Portland State University
Library-Serials

PO Box 1151

Portland, OR 97207

Serials Division
Princeton Univ. Library
Princeton, NJ 08540

5t. Jobw's Univ. Library

Serinls

Grand Central & Utopia Parkways
Jamaica, NY 11439

Schmidt Periodicals GmbH
Dettendorf

D-8201 Bad Feilnbach 2
WEST GERMANY

Periodicals-Beatley Library
Simmons College Library
300 The Fenway

Boston, MA 02115

Die Staatshibliothek Preussischer Kullurbesitz
I A. Potsdamer Str. 33

D 1000 Berlin 30

Postfach 1407

GERMANY
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Tel Aviv University
Central Library

Elias Sourasky Library
Periodicals Dept.

P.0). Box 39038

Tel Aviv 61390
ISRAEL

Tokai University

11 Gokan Bunkan
Kitakaname Hiratsuku-shi
Kanagawa-ken 259-12 Mz
JAPAN

U.C.AS. Newsriders

c/o John Menzies Library Services Lid.

P.CG. Box 17

24 Gamble Street
Nottingham NG7 4F]
ENGLAND

Universitatsbibliothek
Wilhelmstrasses 32
Postfach 2620

D7400 Tubingen
WEST GERMANY

Serialt Divition

Perpustakaan Tun Seri Lanang
Universili Kebansaan Malaysia
43600 UKM Bangi

Selangor

MALAYSIA

Serials Drept.

01 Main Library
University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720

Serials Dept.

University Reseacch Library
University of California

Los Angeles, CA 90024
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University of Chicago
Joseph Regenstein Library
Serials Dept,

1100 E. 51h St

Chicago, IL 604637

The Library

Periodicals Department

School of Oriental and Alican Studies
University of London

Malet Sireet

London WC1E 7HP

ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM

International Institute for Information Programs
College of Library Services

University of Maryland

College Park, MA 20742

University of Qatar

c/0 John Menzies Library Servicas Ltd.
P.Q. Box 17

24 Gambte Strect

Nottingham NG7 4F)

ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM

The Library

The Institute of Development Studies
The University of Sussex

Andrew Cohen Building

Falmer, Brighton BN1 SRE
ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM

LS 31415

Serialt Acquisitions
General Libraries
University of Texas
Austin, TX 78712

Undversity of Toronto Library
Serials Department

Toronto Ontario M5S LAS
CANADA
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Alderman Library
Serials/Periodicals
University of Virginia
Charlotiesville VA 22903

76-032218-359

Univ. of Washington Libraries
Serials Division

Seattle, WA 98195

Serials Dept.

Memorial Library
University of Wisconsin
T8 State St.

Madison, WI 53706







MELA Notes

c/o Brenda E. Bickett
Cataloging Depit.

Georgetown University Library
P.O. Box 37445

Washington, D.C. 20013

USA






