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EDITOR ' S NOTE 

Many of our members list no org•nizational affiliation in the 
Membership Roster entri•s. It s••ms that this would be useful, 
particularly if one is looking for an unknown name at a specific 
institution. The m•mbership list has previously been used 
primarily for mailing purposes, but, with the wonders of word 
processing , it is no longer necessary to restrict oursel ves to 
this . lf you would like to include y our position and 
organization in your listing, please send me the correct 
information, along with any other corrections. Electronic 
addresses are also welcome. 

Response to requests for contributions to the MELA Notes has been 
eKcellent, so good that the neMt issue ls fully booked. This 
does not mean that you should not send along your news, articles 
and thoughts; l ong•r issues can certainly be eKplored. 
Hopefully, this also i ndicates that a more substantial 
publication, such as Ed Jajko's suggestion for a Journal of 
Middle East kibrarianship, could be undertak•n· I would be 
inter•sted in your thoughts on a journal, as well as a 
demonstration of support for such a publication. 

This issue contains reports of the 1988 annual meeting in Los 
Angeles and issues that came out of that gathering . If you were 
at the meeting, these reports and updates will perhaps spur you 
on to further action1 i1 you were unable to meet with us in 
November, you will read about one of the mo5t dynamic MELA 
gather i ng•. l hope some of that energy will la5t throughout the 
year and that we can mak• th• organization more useful to us all. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I would like to begin this president ' s message with most sincere 
thanks to all who made th• 1988 MELA meeting in Los Angeles not 
only the biggest and most successful meeting to date on the West 
Coast, but on• of the biggest and best in tha history of MELA. 

The 1989 meeting in Los Angeles was our 18th , counting the 
founding meeting at Binghamton in 1971 as the first. It was 
certainly a highly successful meeting in every way. There were 
si x ty-three names on the printed list of registered participants, 
and several more people showed up for the meeting. This is 
outstanding participation . The speakers who enlightened, 
informed, and most definitely entertained us deserve much of the 
credit for the success of the meeting. Soma volunteered, others 
readily agreed to speak when thay were asked, and we learned from 
them all. When I was putting the program together, I was 
concerned that I was unable to com• up the with grand unifying 
theme I had originally plannad on. But as l listened to speaker 
after speaker, J heard them expressing common themes--problems 
presented by computerization, local solutions to problems with 
wider applicability, difficulties of bibl i ographic access, the 
business and pleasure of book collecting and the problems of 
providing readers and researchers information about and access to 
the materials. 

MELA owes a great debt of thanks to Dunning Wilson, who handled 
all local arrangements, gett ing us a very comfortable meet i ng 
room in the UCLA Faculty Center and persuading various offices at 
UCLA to provide us a most enjoyable lunch . 

At the Los Angeles meeting, MELA members voted to require me to 
send a letter to Librarian of Cong r ess James H. Billington 
concerning LC's Middle East cataloging production, which was felt 
to be low. You will find a copy of that letter printed elsewhere 
in this issue of MELA ngtes. As of this writing (5 January 1?09) 
there has been no response from Or. Billington or the Lib rary of 
Congress. 

In addition, I wrote Mike Bonine, MESA secret a r y/ treasurer, with 
copies to MESA board members , concerning the need tor increas ed 
representation of MELA and librarian member s of MESA in the 
activities and running of the Middle East Studies Association, 
with special reference to MESA's proposed joint venture with MELA 
to seek grant funding to prepare a union list of Middle East 
serials in the US. Again, as of this writing, there has been no 
response from Dr. Bonine, although one member of the board wrote 
acknowledging receipt of the letter and promising full 
consideration of the complaint. 

l wil l convey substantive 
MESA board to the MELA 
appr opriate . 

responses from Dr . Billington and the 
membership by whatever means may be 
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-rt1n• w whH w111111 iii. tha me eting in Los Ang Qles ( " down South" to us 
It••• 111 th11·~hw111 l:t>lifornia) will r"ca ll that a committee was Silt 
11 11 hi 11 11 m11l•lw 1:u11crete proposa l" for a proJeC tlld (or wa'5 it 
·· 1.irHl!t• t~ 1111 11 ·rut • p roposed "? I MELA reference book award . 
l ' "'"" ' H uw 1n1i111hen; are Do na Straley, Fawz1 Abdalrazak, and Edward 
.f • fku . P l w1uut Ht1nd your ccmmQn ts, suggestions, recommendation5, 
a1l ·.; 11 •• 11 tl:, a bout the proposed re ference book a ward to any 
'" ltmlun 11 I L1111 c:ommi t te". For their addresses, p I ease see the 
'""''' ' "'"•fol p l 1s t printed in thi s issue. 

l11ni1· 1o111 top1c that came up at the Novemt;er meeting was the need 
to 11 •JI t•ll tnr g rass- roots invo I vemen t among MEL.A members throuc;ih 

111 . t !"" p a r t 1c 1pation i n special i n terest groups, focu5' groups , 
I A~k for ces, a nd the like . There is a great need t or us to keep 
1111vtt the sharing of infor mation and ex perience that blossoms 
<h1r 1ng our annual meeting and seems to wither away afterwa rds. 
!ip~· c: i'"I · interest groups can trade ide as and info rma t ion, keep 
nnch other and the gene r al membership informed about topics o f 
importance, and can prepare publications, panels, st•te of the 
art sessions, and work shops. Topics th .. t might be c overed by 
suc h groups include computers, cata loging, classif ication, 
subject head ings, technical s ervices , acquisitions, collection t 
development, management--i n short, e veryth i n g '""d anything that J 
is the business of Middle Eas t librar ians. In accordance with f 
the discussion at the meeting in L.os Angeles, I hereby call on 
the me mbe rs of MELA to form special i n t erest or focus groups . 
Send me your id~as a bout t he topic s you may be interested i n, the 
sort of groups you would like to p .. rticipate in, etc. I will 
compi le t he information, will put people o f similar interests in 
touch with eac h oth•r , and will loo k fo r people to head t he 
groups. Pl ease think about and respond to this ca 11. t t is in 
your bes t interest to do so; theri• is a lot we c .. n learn from 
nach o ther . Acti ve pa rticipation in suc h a group can .. 1so be of 
u se to you when you apply for funds to travel to MELA/ MESA 
meet i ngs . 

I would like to close with an invita tion to any and a ll who may 
h~ in t e res ted in join a s pecific focus group or task forc e . 
ntle r 18 annual meeting,., with a wea l th o f expertise among the 
1t1t1nol11•rs of MEL. A as well a s a mong ou r col leagues arou nd the 
Wl"lt I 1.I, I think it i 5 time for a fu 11-f l edged intern a ti on a I 
Jn111111tl n t Middle East librarianship. Let me know i f you would 
• A• I! t·n Jn in in tryi ng t o start one up. 

Edward A. J•jko 
Hoover Institution 
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MINUTES OF THE 1988 ANN.UAL MEETING 
Los Angel•s, California 

Wedn•sday, 2 November 1988 

Janet Heineck (University of Washington), President, called the 
meeting to order at 2 p.m. in the Californ~a Room ot the UCLA 
Faculty Center. It was d•termined that the quorum of 
profe5sional members necessary tor the election of officers was 
present. 

Report• 
James Weinberger CPrinc•ton 
read th• minutes of last 
financial report for 1987/88. 

Universityt, Secretary-Treasurer, 
year's business meeting and the 

Both were approved as read. 

Brenda Bickett (Georgetown University), MELA notes Editor, 
thanked the members for their contributions to the ~ and 
encouraged still greater participation. She also a nnounced that 
i•sue number 4~ of the Notes was published and available to the 
members . She also reported learning that there w•re a number of 
Middle Eastern countries with no MELA members. She announced 
that the EKecutiv• Board had approved sending selected l ibr a ri ans 
in the Middl• East a year ' s free MELA notes subs cript1on to 
encourage the recipient and his/her colleagues to Join MELA. She 
will follow up on it during the coming year. 

Edward Jajko (Hoover Institution), Vice-Pres i dent /P r esident­
elect and Program Chair, formally thanked the participants i n the 
1986 MELA program and extended official thanks to Dunning Wilson 
(UCLA) for undertaking the local arrangements tor this year; · s 
me•ting. 

David Partington (Harvard University) offered his regrets that 
again this year Occasional Papers numbers 2 and 3 had not been 
completed. He announced that progress was being made and he 
promised that they would be completed soon. 

Old Business 

New Bu•iness 

Elections 

Janet Heineck pre5ented the nominees for the po•it i on of Vice 
President/President-elect and Program Chair. The nominees were 
Meryle Gaaton (New York University) and Jonathan Rogers 
(University of Mi ch1gan). There ~ere no additional n ominees 
suggested from th• floor and Meryle Gaston was elected. 
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possible succe5sor to the PL-460 program, This i• th• so­
cal l•d Debt for D•v•lopment Program which would allow Am•rican 
banks holding larg• for•ign debt to convert some portion of this 
debt into gifts to th• Library of Congress which could b• then 
used to acquir• publications on local markets. This will be 
applied first to latin America but has obvious implications for 
the Middle East. 

On behalf of Michael Albin, Chris Filstrup also announced the 
creation of an African/Middle East Acqu1sition and Collection 
Development Section of the Library of Congress and also the 
creation of two new Field Officer positions, one for West Africa 
and the other tor Central America. 

David Partington reported on the HEMP meeting which was held on 
the UCLA campus Tuesday, November 1, 1988. He announced that 
HEMP was off to a very good start having collected $17,000 for 
immediate use in filming several already-identif iad and approved 
projects. He added thanks to John Eilts for vigorously 
stewarding this new organization into e~istence. [Ed. note1 See 
minutes of HEMP meetings elsewhere in this issue.] 

RLG/RLIN 

John Eilts (RLGl announced that there are now some 9,000-10,000 
records in Hebrew in th• RLIN database and that the Hebrew 
enhancements now available in RLIN are currently beinQ used at 
LC, New York Public Library, NYU Law Library, New York Historical 
Society, Michigan, Stanford and Brandeis. He also announced that 
the RLG GoverninQ Board has •pproved special membership for 
Hebrew for Yeshiva University, for the three American campuses of 
Hebrew Union College, and for Jewish Theological Seminary. He 
noted that the NYPL has abandoned ANSI romanization in favor of 
RLlN's system. There are now 25,000 romanized records in the 
database, and it is anticipated that an additional 16,000, more 
or less, in the Hebrew script will be added as the old NYPL book 
cataloQ is converted. Eilts also anticipated that Harvard ' s 
Judaica records, which are totally romanized, will be added to 
the RLIN database as soon as Harvard sends the tapes to RLG, It 
is possible that Yale, Brown, and Johns Hopkins will soon begin 
using the RLIN H11br1;1w enhancements as well. Eilts also announced 
that RLG is currently writing a desiQn docum ent for Arabic script 
enhancements that would extend Arabic script to include Persian, 
Turkish, etc. He expected that the design document would be 
formalized within the next two months and that in about twelve to 
oighteen months RLG would have an operational system. At RLG, a 
program groups in Judaic and Near Eastern Studies has been formed 
which is a mechanism to al low non-members to use the RLlN system 
on a program ba~is. 
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Union List of Periodicals 

John Eilts r•port•d en behal1 ct 
(Boston Public Libraryl that MESA has 
union list cf s•ri•ls on the Middl• 
collection in North America. 
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himself and Lesley Wilkins 
proposed the creat ion of a 
E•st h•ld in Middle Eastern 

B•sima Bezirgan r&ported on matters of Middl e East interest at 
the New Orleans meeting of the American Library Association. At 
the Committee on Cataloging of Asian and African Mater i •ls, Ben 
Tucker announced LC ' s plan to create a list of nor mal ized 
romanizations for c ertain p roblematic Arabic words for uniform 
cataloging, The College and Research Libraries Division of ALA 
presented a panel on preservation at the New Orleans meeting. 
Among sever•! papers delivered on the Middle East, Michael Albin 
spoke about manuscript material, MEMP, and preservation . At t he 
ALA meeting in Dallas in June, 1989 1 Chris Fi lstrup will s peak on 
a panel on the history of libraries in Asia •nd Africa. 

Ed Jajko and Andras Riedlmayer reported on the April ME~COM 
mee ting h&ld in Paris at th& Institut du Monde Arabe. A number 
of papers concerning libraries , manuscr ipts and computer1zat1on 
were deli vered. At this meeting it was announced that MELCOM 
would reorganize itself as MELCOM International. Anyone 
interested in Joining MELCOM International should direct inquiry 
to Derek Hopwood, St. An tony's College, Owford University, 
Oxford, England, The neKt meeting will be held in July, 1989, at 
Durham, England. 

Preserva tion Microfil ming of Arabic at Princeton 

James Weinberger announced that Princ eton Univers ity was 
attemp ting to gain funding for a major microfilming project at 
Arabic print&d book s . The project now under proposa l would last 
for three years and ta r get soma 9,000 embrittled Arabic books f or 
microfilming. This project i s seen as the first stage o f a multi­
phased projec t which will result in the filming c f all embrittled 
Arabic material at Princeton. He requested information from 
MELA members regarding any comparab l e project that currently 
might be ongoing or in planning . 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m . 
Respectfully submitted, 

James We inberger 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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MELA Letter to Librarian of Congress Billington 

9 December 1988 

Or. James H. Billington 
Librarian of Congress 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 20540 

Dear Dr. Billington, 

I have the honor of writing you in my capacity as President of 
the Middle East Librarians Association, At our recent annual 
meeting held in Los Angeles on 2 November 1988, the assembled 
members of the Middle East Librarians Association (MELA) heard a 
report on the year's Middle East activities of the Library of 
Congress, presented by LC staffers who are also members of MELA. 
The report on Library of Congress cataloging in Middle Eastern 
languages gave rise to considerable di5may and discussion, the 
result of which was a unanimous vote of the assembled membership 
to charge me with the responsibility of writing you to express 
the distress of the members of the Middle East Librarians 
Association over LC's low cataloging output in Middle Eastern 
languages, and to suggest cooperative efforts to improve the 
situation. 

At our meeting, it 
Congress catalogers 

Arabic: 
Persian: 
Taj i k: 
Turkish I 
Hebrew1 
TOTAL1 

was reported that in 
produced the following: 

800 titles 
130 titles 

1 tit 1 e 
400 titles 

l,100 titles 
2,431 titles 

FY 1988 Lib.-ary of 

Concern about these statistics--which we understood to be for 
completed cataloging--and in particular those for Arabic, 
Persian, and Turkish, and the resulting discussion were such that 
the LC report, which usually lasts about 20 minutes, took up more 
than an hour of the MELA business meeting. The statistics as 
rwported reflected a situation already well known to Middle East 
l1hr11rians, th"t LC's cOltaloging output has sagged badly. 

111~ m~mh•rs of the Middle East Librarians association are deeply 
;ctout"tl11fl1 olbout LC's relatively small output of Middle East 
••P t14lUl~r cataloging for a number of reasons, among them the 
hlll"w'"IJI 

flt I !ht iif 11111 ,. , w" a.-e dependent on LC tor cataloging copy and 
NH••1t• mw ii imlmr"tantly for indications of LC cataloging 
illli;ilJt iltitl W ;u I {t:lf• "" expressed in LC cataloging output. 
If '-'l H•41l tllll'UHI, "'" have no guidance from LC for our own 
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Further, given our specific concern about the figures tor 
catalogin g of materials in the Arabic, Persian, and Turkish 
languages (Hebrew, at 1,100 titles, is reasonably we ll served ), 
we are di stressed by th• fact that if but 800 titles in Arabic, 
130 in Pers ian , and 400 in Turkish were catalog ed in FY 1988, 
many hundreds more books and serials in those languag es were 
added to the thousands that are already in LC "s uncataloged 
backlogs. Surely LC, as the Library of the Congress of the 
United States and our de facto national library, cannot be 
fulfilling its mi ssion if thousands of volumes published ln the 
Middle East languish in cataloging arrearages. 

In addition, as citizens 
eMperts in Middle Eastern 
are deeply concerned that 
the world that is vital to 
to world peace is not 
scholars, and researchers. 

of the Republic, and as specialist and 
languages and Middle East studies, we 

information from and about an area of 
the interests of the Un1ted Sates and 
being made available to policy makers, 

It is useful to compare LC "s cataloging 
of other American research libraries. 
following figures for FY 19881 

Arabic1 653 titles 
Persian 1 488 titles 
Central Asian1 242 titles 
Armenian: 190 titles 

statistics against those 
One library submitted the 

The 653 titles in Arabic and 488 in Persian were catalo9ed by two 
half-time assistants who also have other duties. The Armenian 
books w•re also cataloged by part-time staff. The same library 
reported an additional "954 Arabic titles cataloged since 
December of 1987 by a full-time cataloger hired under a specia l 
proQram to attack the library·s bac klogs," 

By way of another outstanding example, in the li brary of an 
American university wi th a world- renowned collection o n t he 
Middle East, during fi sca l 1987-1989 three full-time profess ional 
catalogers (doing Arabic, Persian, Turki s h and Hebrew),of whom 
t he equivalent of approximatel y 1.6 peop le devoted their work to 
Arabic, cataloged ~ ,976 titles. Of these about Sl'l. or 3 ,025 
titles were in Arabic . Out of the total of 5 , 976 tit les 
cataloged, about 62'l. (approximatel y 3, 700 titles) were originall y 
cataloged (98.5'l. full LC/RLIN standard and l.5'l. a l oca l ve r s ion 
of u pgraded minimal level cataloging); 25'l. were modified from 
RLIN member copy; and 13% were c a t aloged using LC copy. 

MELA mambers who look to LC for leadershi p and guidance, who are 
required to rely en LC as 1.!J.!_ source of cataloging information, 
wonder why an Ameri c an university library staff of three can 
catalog 5,976 titles, o f which abou t 3,700 are origin•! 
cataloging , in one year , while the LC s taff of seven, plus an 
unknown number of catalogers tor Hebraica , plus praliminary 
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c•talogers, subject cat•logers, •nd shelflisters, produce 2,431 
titles in a fiscal y•ar, 

Many other eMamples of outst•nding productivity in Middle East 
cataloging have been submitted to me; l would be happy to sh•re 
them with you. 

The members of the Middle East Librarians Association have the 
greatest possible respect and admiration for their friends and 
colleagues who work as catalogers and in other positions in the 
Library of Congress. We are all friends and associates of long 
s tanding, and those of us outside LC ha ve a keen awareness of the 
profound contribution our colleagues within LC have made and 
continue to make to Middle East librarianship, librarianship in 
general, and to the world of scholarship. At the same time, 
however, we are deeply concerned abut the decline of LC ' s 
leadership in the cataloging of Middle East materials, 

Recent history has repeatedly shown us as • nation that we need 
greater underst•nding and knowledge of the Middle East, We 
cannot have either if thousands of significant books and serials 
remain uncataloged and unavailable to scholars, researchers, 
policy makers, and the citizens of the Republic. In addition, we 
Middle East librarians, who are obligated to follow LC ' s methods, 
are continually frustrated in our own work as catalogers because 
the lack of cataloging output prevents us from learning from LC. 

Our intent is not to criticize, but to bring a critical problem 
to your attention, and to offer you our advice, suggestions, 
assistance, and collective and individual expertise to help solve 
it. Experienced catalogers and other members of the Middle East 
Librarians Association work in numerous, Middle East collections 
in college5, univer5ities,and research libraries throughout the 
country. The members of the Middle East Librarians Association 
are ready to join with you in working out 5olutions to this 
serious problem, so that the vast number of Middle Eastern 
vernacular materials hidden in the backlogs of our national 
library , and consequently in many other libraries as well, may be 
cataloged and available to researchers. 

Sincerely, 

Edward A. Jajko 
Middle East Bibliographer 

Prw•ident, Middle East Librarians 
R•sociation 
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MlODl.E EAST MICROFORM PROJECT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

1 Nov•mb•r 1968 

Page 13 

Pr•••nta Georg• Atiy•h (Library of Congress), Ray Boy lan (Center 
for R•s•arch Libraries) , Ed Jajko (Hoover Institution), Fawzi 
Khoury (University of Washington), David Partington (Harvard 
University), Dona Straley (Ohio State University), Todd Thompson 
(New York Public Library) 
Ab••nt1 Janet H•ineck (University of Washington), Dennis Hyde 
(Univ•rsity of Pennsylvania), Nassif Youssif (Universi ty of 
Minnesota) 

David Partington called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. in Room 
20 of tha North Campus Commons, UCLA. 

The minut•s of the Executive Committee meeting of May 20, 1988, 
were accepted. 

Ray Boylan reviewed the financial statement (see attached). The 
stat•m•nt was accepted. 

Several member institutions have expressed a willingness to 
volunteer cataloging expertise for materials purchased by MEMP 
which cannot be cataloged by CRL. 

Partington r•viewed efforts to publicize the ProJ e ct and to 
solicit members . He sent letters to all Middl e East Center 
directors and library directors of institutions which had not yet 
joined MEMP. Notices were also placed in the Africana 
newsletter, the MESA newsletter, the MESA bulletin, and the LC 
information bulletin. He will be contacting Canadian 
institutions this winter. He reviewed the responses to h1s 
lett•rs 1 and Boylan distributed an updated membership list Csee 
attached). Current membership stands at 20 institutions. Hebre w 
Union Coll•g• enquired about less than full membership; the 
EKecutiv• Committee agreed that there should be onl y full 
membership in the Project. 

Partington presented the report of the Nominating Committee . The 
sl ate of nominees f o r the three positions on the Execut i ve 
Co mmittee will consist of Br enda Bickett (Georgetown University ), 
Dennis Hy de (University of Pennsy l van ia), and Abazar Sepehri 
(University of Texas at Austin). Nominations wi ll al s o be 
accepted from the floor during the membership meeting, as 
prov i ded in the by-laws. 

Partington reviewed the discussion at the EKecutive Committee ' s 
spr ing meeting conc•rning the confusion of the terms EKecuti ve 
Committ•• and MEMP Committee. He s uggested using Exec uti ve Board 
and MEMP Council . Boy lan revi ewed t he history of these terms a s 
used in other microtorm projects. No conclusions were reached 
during the ensuinQ discussion. The matter will b• presented to 
the MEMP Commi ttee . 
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Fawzi Khoury ruported that the database proJect has begun slowl y 
but that he will be activel y soliciting contributions in the new 
year. Ha c onfirmed that the database will cons ist of finding 
aids and sources, not individual microform tit les . 

Ed Jajko asked who was responsibl• tor checking holdings ot 
titlus suggested for purchase. Boylan reviawed the balloting 
procedures for purchases, which can be eithar a simple yes or no, 
or consist ot a ranking systam. Khoury will distribute the 
database bibliography periodically to all members for 
consultation. Concern was e•pressed over determining it 
someth ing has been filmed non-commercial!~. It was felt that 
this must depend on individuals' knowladga of collections and 
their cond itions. 

Khoury raised the question cf trying to ~icroform materials" in 
the Middle East which are in danger of 01 sappearing, and whether 
any pressure can be eKurted in order to ach ieve this. Boylan 
reviewed projects done by SAHP and CAMP, and pass•d out a list 
of CRL holdings on the Middle East. He commented on t ypes of 
materi als suitable for suggestion for CRL purchase rather than 
f ar HEMP pur chase. The discussion continued on gen•ral 
directions HEMP should consider for the future . 

Boylan rev iewed the list of Jordanian newspapers which was sent 
out for vo ting by the membership. He eMplained how he had chosen 
the ones from a long list provi d•d b y Geo rge Atiyeh. H~ 

discussed tne results of the voting and some abjections raised on 
some of the ballots. The fo l lowing title waru approved for 
purchase: al-Jami'ah al-'Arabiyah, al-Jamicah al-Mi~rfyah, !!.!.::. 
LaS~'it, al-Manir, and Minerta. 

Boylan asked that &omeone kncwledgaable look at the remainder of 
the Jordan list and choose other important titles for a ballot. 
Khoury volunteered his assistarit, Don Cio•ta, ta annotate the 
list. Cioeta'5 Ph.D. dissertation concerned the press in Syria 
during the early twmntieth century. 

The que•tion of teaching faculty involvamunt in MEMP and thei~ 

serving as r epresentatives on the MEMP Comm i ttee was raised. 
Partington will urge all MEMP Committee m&mb•rs to contact their 
faculty, discuss MEMP wi th them, and to solicit suggestions from 
them. 

The E~ecutive Committee re-e lec ted Part ington as chair and 
Straley as secretary tor the ne Mt y mar. 

Part ington asked for s uggestions on s trengthening HEMP "s 
r e lationshi p with MESA. It was suggested that the MEMP Committee 
masting be held during MESA so that anyone could attend . 
Partington will raise the question at the MEMP Committee meeting 
and will talk to MESA about scheduling possibilities. 



M!LA NOTES 4&, Wint•~ 1989 Page 15 

On beh•lf of the Executive Committee,· Partington thanked Dunning 
Wilson (UCLA) for providin9 the meeting room, refreshments, and 
information for both the Executive Committee and MEMP Committee 
meetings. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Oona s. Straley 
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MIDDLE EAST M!CAOFORM PROJECT 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

1 Nove111is.r 1908 

David Partin9ton called the meeting to o r1er at 2110 p .m, in Roo111 
20 of the North Campus Commons, UCLA. He thanked Ounnin9 Wilson 
tor working to provide the 111eeting room, refreshments and 
information to members. 

Ray Boylan presented the financial report (see attached) which 
was accepted by the Committee . He also handed out copies of an 
updated membership list (see attac hed). 

Parti ngton reported on act ivi ties designed to gain publicity and 
members for MEHP (see Executive Committee minutes for details ). 

Partington reported 
himself as chair and 
y1tar. 

that the EMecutiva Commi ttee had re-elected 
Oona Straley a• secretary for thlt co1111n9 

Dunning Wilson reported that t he Nominating Comm1ttee had 
nominated Brenda Bickett (Georqetown Uni ver sity) , Dennis Hyde 
(University of Pennsyl vania), and Abazar Sepehri (University of 
Te~as at Austin) to run for the three vacant positions on the 
E~ecutiva Committee. He called for further nom i nations from the 
floor. There being none, thtt nomin•t•ons were closed. The 
proc ttdure for voting for E•ttcutive Committee members was 
reviewed . 

Partington asked the Committee to consider whether the terms 
"Executive Committee" and "MEMP Committ1111" were confu11ing and 
should be replaced. Af t11r discu••ion, it was moved and seconded 
that the current term• bu r11tain11d, 

Partington revi11wed the general criteria fo r •election of 
materials f or MEMP as aff irm11d by the E•ecutive Committee at its 
spring meeting. General di&cussion folloW9d. Govttrnment 
documen ts and manuscripts were suggested as types of materials 
which should b• consid11red for high priority, It was dttcided 
that any individuals may propo•e a title for purchaae or a 
project for microforming; the proposer will b11 responsible for 
coordinating the project. 

Fawzi Khoury reported on the databa•e of finding aids and &ourc1ts 
which he is creating. Committee members expressed urgent need of 
a union list of microforms held in North American libraries. 
Khoury will create such a list based on individual institutions 
reporting their holdings to him , Th• bibl i ography of finding 
aid• and sources will be compiled by Hamid Mahamedi. Partington 
•uuuested that •union list of microform holdings woul d be of 
yt 11at Inte r est to MESA. Khoury wil 1 issue cumulative quarterly 
i!i!ll!lfl of the union l 15t. 
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P•rtington su99est•d th•t • committ•• be •ppointed to stu d y long­
term proJ •cts. Boyl•n r•port•d th•t CAMP m•y w•ll b• interested 
in Joint proj•cts . H• p•s•ed out to memb•r s • l i st of CRL 
hold i ngs in microfor~ on th• Middl• E•st. lnd ividu•I projec ts 
w•re discussed . Chris Murphy will check on LC holdings of 
Turkish defter•· PArtington will look in to the costs o f filmi ng 
T!k v im-i v!k•yi &nd will submit the in form&tion for a m•1l 
ballot . 

P&rtinoton reported on the results of the m•il b•llot on 
Jord•ni•n newsp•pers ( s ee E ~ •cuti ve Commi ttee minutes). 

Todd Thomps on reported th•t NYPL h•d been of fered subscript i ons 
t o 18 Sud•n••• n•w•p•pe r • which LC h•d decided not to purch•se. 
the title• •re produced by • v•riety of minor • n d splinter 
politic&l p•rties . The MEMP Committ•e •greed that these titles 
should b• ••nt directl y to CRL, who wi l l film them e very Y••r • • 
• MEMP project. 

Th• meetinQ w•• •djourned •t ~ p.m. 
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MIDDLE EAST MlCROFORM PROJECT 

Columbi• Univ•r•ity 
G•or9etown Univ•r•ity 
H•rv•rd University 
Hoover Institution 
Indian• Univ•r•ity 
Llbrary o1 Conor••• 
New York Public Library 
Ohio Stat• Univ•r•ity 
UCLA 
Univer•ity of C•li1ornia-

Serk•l•Y 

MEMBERSHlP LIST 
Jun• 1989 

Univ•r•ity of Chic•oo 
Univ•r•ity of lllinoi• 
Univ•r•ity of M••••chusett•-

Amh•r•t 
Univ•rsity o1 Minn••ot• 
University of Pennsylvani• 
Princeton Univer•ity 
University of T•x••-Austin 
University of Wa•hinoton 
Washinoton Univer•ity-

S t. Louis 
University of Wi•consin-M•di•on 
Y•I• Univer•ity 

• Executive Committe• 

Frank Unl•ndherm 
Brenda E. Slck•tt 
David Partinoton• 
Edward A. JaJkot 
M•rk Day 
George Atiyeh• 
Todd Thompson• 
Dona Str•l•v• 
D. s. Wileen 

Ha1"id M•h•medi 
Brue• Cr•io 
Narindar K. Aoo•rwal 

Si•gfri•d Feller 
Na••if Youssift 
J, D•nni• Hyde• 
Jam•• Weinb•ro•r 
Ab;atar S•P•hri 
Fu•zi Khoury 

William Olbrich 
David P. Henic;i• 
Hich•.ll K•l l•r 
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G•orge Atiy•h 
Brl!nd• Bickett 
R;ay Boylan 
J;am1t Heineck 
Ed Jajko 
Fawzi Khoury 
Hamid Mahamedi 
Chri& Murphy 
David Partington 
Ab.,z•r Sepehri 
Don• Straley 
Todd Thompson 
Fr;ink Unl;indherm 
J•mes W•inberc;ier 
Dunning Wilson 
Juli•n Witherell 

MEl'f' COtlt1 ITTEE 
ATTENDANCE ROSTER 

1 Ni;iv1t111b•r 1988 

Library of Congress 
Georg•town University 
Center for Research Libr;iries 
University of Washington 
Hoover Institution 
University of Wa&hington 
University of Calif., Berkeley 
Libr;iry of Congress 
Harvard University 
University of Texas, Austin 
Ohio State University 
New York Public Library 
Co)umbi" University 
Princeton Univer&ity 
UCLA 
Library of Congr1tss 
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MIDDLE EAST MJCROFORM PROJECT 
PROJECT FlNANClAL STATEMENT 

October 27, 19BB 

CLOSING 
FY 1988 

FUND BALANCE/ JULY 1, 1987 $0,00 

REVENUES 
Membershi p Fees 
Income from sales 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENSES 
Coo;t of '5ales 
Acquigitions 
Business expenses 
Publications 
Trav1rl 
Personnel 

Proces5inc;i Fees 
Cata loc;iing 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

REVENUES LESS EXPENSES 

COMMITMENTS ( 3) 
Materials on order 
Materials approved 
Non-material expenses 

TOTAL COMM ITMENTS 

AVAILABLE FUNDS 

NOTES: 

$9,000.00 
.oo 

s9,ooo.oo 

$.00 
.00 
.oo 
.oo 
.oo 

637.26 

.oo 

.oo 

$637 .26 

$6,3b2.74 

$.00 
.oo 
.oo 

t.oo 

$8,362.74 

October 
YTO (2) 

t 8,362.74 

t10,000.00 
.oo (4) 

---------
$10 I Qt)O .t)O 

$,OC) (4 ) 
. oo 
. oo 
.00 
, 00 
.oo 

.oo 

.00 

----------
$ ,00 

uo,000.00 

•. o o 
.oo 

750. 00 (51 
----------

t750.00 

tl7,bl2. 74 

1. The FUND BALANCE, REVENUES, and EXPENSES shown under each compl•" 
quarter are t a ken from t he Center ' s accounting records. Each colullll\ 
shows cumulativ e figures for the year . 
2. The REVENUES a nd EXPENSES shown in the YTD ( y ear to date) co lulMI 
combine the official Center accounting records and check vouc:h~rl 

i'5sued up to thlP date of the statement . The column shows 
cumulat ive figures for the year. 
3 . The COMMITMENTS are taken from th• records of the Acquisition• 
Department and thv project coordinator are intended to ref lect th@ 
projected costs o f past decisions by the MEMP Committe• and ongoinq 
opvra tions. 
4. Income from s ale5 and cast of 5ales reflect pass throug h fund• 1 
with a small profit expected. I ncome from sa l es may reilec t ~· u · 
payments . 
5 . Trav el to meet1 ng 
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NEWS OF THE HEMBERB 

Geor;e N. Atiyah (Library of Congressl authored an article on 
recorded readings of 1988 Nobel Prize for Literature winner 
Naguib Mahfouz at LC, which appeared on p. ~09 of the 19 December 
1988 Library of Conoress lntormation Bulletin. Part of LC ' s 
Archives of World Literature on Tape (LW0-12,0221, readings tram 
al-Maraya and al-Jarimah were taped in 1977 . 

Ra;ai N. Makar has compiled the volume on Egypt in the Clio Press 
World Bibliographical Series (no . 861. ~was pu blished in 
1988. 

James Joseph Sanch•Z has recently published The [ndex to the 
Tower Commission report and The lndeK to the !ran-Contra haarings 
summary report. He completed his Ph.D. in May, 1988, with a 
dissertation antitlad •soviet Azerbaijan and comparative 
institutional development in the Soviet southern tier", and is 
currently working to bring online the Asian Pacific Database with 
DIALOG in Pal Alto, Dr. Sanchez is the designer of the database, 
which will includa detailed coverage of the Middle East and South 
Asia, as well as Pacific Basin economies. 

ELECTRONIC ADDRESSES 

Name Network Address ID 

Janet Heineck BITNET UWACDC 
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FUTURE CONFERENCES 

MELCOM INTERNATIONAL 

The 1989 annual meeting of MELCOM International, our European 
counterpart, will be held in Durham, England, on 6-8 July 1989. 
This meeting will be in conjunction with the annual conference of 
BRISMES, in Durham, England, on 9-12 July 1989. 

Accommodation can be arranged in the colleges at the Univer~ity 
of Durham. 

For further information, contact the MELCOM secretariat: 

MELA 

Mme , Genevieve Joly 
Societe Asiatique 
3, rue Hazarine (Palai5 de l ' Institut) 
75006 Paris 
FRANCE 

The neKt annual meeting will be held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
on 14( ? ) November 1969. Meryl& Gaston, Vice-Pr esident and 
Program Chair, is planning the program; ideas and suggestions can 
be directed to her. The eKact date(s) and venues will be 
announced as soon as possible, to give you plenty of lead time to 
apply for funding and prepare your presentation! 

MESA advance information draws attention to the fact that 
Toronto, " referred to as the Paris of North America, is a special 
city that you won ' t want to miss . " Room r;lte!I at the Sher;iton 
Centre are tlOO (Canadian) single (•USS771 and $120 (Canadian) 
double (sUSS92). 

MESA also advises that everyone will nave to pass through 
Canadian Customs. All American citizens must show proof of 
citizenship (birth certificate, pa~sport, "green card"), 
Citizens of countries other than th• U.S. should check with the 
Canadian Embassy or nearest Consulate before their departure. 

MESA 

The twenty-third Annual Meeting will b• held at the Sheraton 
Centre in To ronto, Ontario, Canad•, on 1~-16 November 19891 i t 
will be hosted by the Oep•rtment of Middle East and Islamic 
S t udies at the Univ•rsity of Toronto. The reception will be held 
at the Royal Ontario Museum, where there will be an exhibit of 
Oriental c arpets and an eKhibitions of Persian drawings from the 
14th ;ind 15th centuries loaned by the Sta•tsbibliothek in Berlin. 
See under MELA above for further information. 



Page 23 

TORONTO OTTOMAN/MODERN TURKISH. DUPLICATES FOR SALE 

The University of Toronto Library has a large collection of 
Ottoman and modern Turkish duplicates available for sale, as 
announced at MELA 1987, which it prefers to sell as a coll•ction, 
rather than by individual title, or on consignment. 
Approximately 2 1 100 volumes, of which one-third are periodical 
volumes, are included. Most of the major historians are 
represented. The collection is probably halt Ottoman and half 
modern Turkish. The modern Turkish portion includes 
publications of the 1940s and the 1950s, from reputable 
institutes and publishing houses, such as Turk Tarih Kurumu, etc. 

A representative sampling is listed below: 
Sadeddin, Taj ul-tevarih 1 2 v. (12791 
Tarih vesikalari, v. 1-12 
Tanzimat, v. l 
Evliya ~elebi Seyahatnamesi (1314) 6 v. 
Tarih-i Naima, 5 v. (1864) 
Ayvansarayi, Hadikat ~1-cevamT 
Ismail Hakk1 Brus•vi, ierh ~1-mesnevi, 2 v. (1870) 
Mehmed Said Feraizizade, Tarih-i g~l3en-i ma'ari f, 

( 1252) 
2 v. 

Esad, Uss-1 zafer, (1243) 
La Turguie kemaliste, 1-49 
Bagd .. t I 1 Ismai I Pa~a, ~H-=a~d~i~v~a=t'--_.e~l_-_,,a,_,.r_.1~· f=i,_,_n, 2 v. and Kef t e I -

zunun z•yli 
Piri Rais, Kitabi bahriye (1935) 
Kutadgu bilig, T.T.K. 7 v. 
Turk Tarih Encumeni mecmuasL & Belleten 

Pric•s US $ 50,000, excluding shipping. 

This is a uniqu• opportunity to acquire an 
collection which would take decades to 
antiquarian trade, •t • tar higher price. 

For further information, call or write: 

Virginia H. Aksan 
Cataloguing Dept., Robarts Library 
University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario M5S lAl 
CANADA 

416-978-4839 (work, 9 am-2 pm) 
416-653-7 881 (home) 

e xcellent scholarly 
develop through the 
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1~11' COl'IMUNICATIDN 

Ed J•jko (Hoover Institution) ••nds the following1 

l am addressing this request for information to all r••d•rs of 
MELA Notes, I would like to identify and cat•log an Arabic book 
that is in the backlog of th• Hoover Institution Middl• East 
Collection. The book lacks titl• page, original cover, and an 
information that l can use for purposes of identification, giv•n 
the limited bibliographic resources available to m• here. I have 
only what is either the title or half-title and a pr•sumed date 
of publication. The item was not found on RLIN (FIN TP MALAMIH 
MlN), I would greatly •ppreciate it if coll•agues could check if 
the i n formation given below matches anything in their catalogs. 

Description: 

Title or half-title (on p. [l), recto of page preceding 
dedication page)• 

Malimil;i min 

lntrod . dated1 83-12-30 
63-4-24 

Introd. bilgins (p. [:5]) 1 Kull•mi kutib• fi hadha •1-
kitab, innama kutiba bi-ilhah min al-fikrah kami anna t•b 0 ahu wa­
ikhr'3jahu, innam.i tamma bi.'..iit;i~ ti min ba c. '1 al-qurr.i' · ' ammi al­
mu~l lif fa-lam y akun dawruhu fr dh.ilika ill~ dawr al-mustaJib. 

Paginati on (starting from title/ hal f- t i tle asp, (l]I 
and size: [8], 425 , [b) p. I 20 cm. 

Chapter or section h•ading on p • . l; . al-La~n al-~it. 

Please send whatever information you may b• abl• to find about 
this book to: 

Edward A, Jajko 
Middle East Bibliographer 
Hoov~r Instituti on 
Stanford CA 9430~-6010 
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LC AAABfC RO~ANIZATION POLICY 1 AN UPDATE 

Ben Tucker, Chief, Office for Descriptive Cataloqing Policy, LC, 
writes: 

·As you are probably aware, there are many problems in 
romanizing Arabic. A particular problem relates to the "correct " 
romanization of Arabic personal names. Not onl y may different 
forms in romanization be arrived at by different speakers of tne 
language, but also the expressions of a name may appear in non­
Arabic publications (e.g., French or English books) already 
romanized, but in various non-systematic ways. On the basis of 
one or more of the factors suggested by the preceding statement, 
the Library of Congress too often receives queries recommending a 
more "correct" heading than the one we have provided, We would 
like to give the tenor of our answers wider distribution for the 
benefit of anyone interested in Arabic headings ••. 

Due to a number of queries received at the 
Library of Congress about the romanization of 
Arabic personal name•, we would like to 
clarify our policy as follows: Generally, we 
are reluctant to say that one form of 
romanization is more correct than another 
when there are two likely forms. Due to the 
nature of the language and the wide regional 
variation in its pronunciation, more than one 
spelling in romanization may appear for a 
n•me. Consequently, we prefer to treat 
v•riants of an est•blish•d hQading as cross 
references, as opposed to updatinQ the name 
authority record and any associated 
bibliographic records -- whenever the variant 
is justified only by such evidence as a 
vocalized title page or by an added title 
page in a roman language. The addition of a 
cross reference will guarantee access as we 
w•it for more substantial evidence. With 
more substantial evidence in hand (e.g., 
ewplicit infor~ation fro~ the author) , we of 
course shall make the necessary changes .· 

At the ALA Midwinter 1989 meeting of the Committee on Cataloging 
of Asian and African Materi•l• in January, 1989 1 it was announced 
th•t LC Pl•ns to serially publish chapters of the projected 
Ar•bic cataloging m•nual (on the linvs of Hebraica catalogino: a 
ouidg to ALA/LC romanization and descriptive cataloging, 1987), 
in future issues of Cataloging servi5es bulletin. A draft of the 
first installment, on romanization, which is to supplement the LC 
romani~ation scheme and to provid• clarifying e~amples, was 
distributed at the above-m•ntioned meeting; publication is 
scheduled for the summer 1989 issue of CSB. 



THE ANCIENT iLlUJ.. OF QAYRAWAN 

Th• publication by Jbrihtm Shabbuh of the anci•nt list of books 
preserved in the O•Yr•w•n Mosque brought to light not only th• 
titles of these books but the terminology used for their 
description.! Behind this terminology is hidden an interesting 
picture of book production of that day. The ~gives us a 
good insight into many aspects of early practices in the making 
of manuscript codices. 

Although copied in Jumadi al-ul: b93 A.H. / 1294 A.D., the list is 
based on the exemplar going back to at leas t the period before 
29~/907 or 908, i.e., the time when the Aghlabids completed the 
Great Mosque.2 The Sijill is the earliest known catalogue of an 
Arabic book collection . It contains 12~ entries, over ~O percent 
of which are copies of the Qur'ln. The remainder constitute 
titles of early books on Tafsi r, H•dith, Fiqh and other 
disciplines. The Qur'~n is referred to as al-Kitib al-caziz and 
a complete copy of it is called khatmah (pl, khitam), with the 
honorific mubirakah. Depending on the size of the hand, 
manuscripts were transcribed in one or a number of volumes 
(tajzi~h, French: tomaison). Thus, for example,"khamsat ajz•' 
min khatmat Gur•~n taJzi'at sab0 ah" (no . 24) refers to fi ve 
vo l umes o f a set of seven. The word juz• is predomin•ntly used 
in connection with the Our'an. The words sifr (pl. asf~r, from 
the Hebrew seferl, a synonym of juz', and daftar (pl. dafitir, 
originally meaning a register and later a notebook or booklet> 
are used for manuscripts other than aur'ans. Furthermore, sifr 
seems to be used in the sense of a bound volume (Most probably 
using pas te-boards, since the lawh, that is a wood•n board, is 
not mentioned), as opposed to daftar, which can be of different 
thickness but is usually unbound, In two c ases (nos. Sb and 
105), the daftar is covered with parchment (Calayhi raqq, 
mughsh~h bi-al-raqq). The word muJallad !bound) is not used in 
these two cases and, th•r•fore, one can as sume that th• parchment 
cover{ng acted as a limp cover, a kind of wrapper. Most of the 
dafitir consist of parchment leaves, though paper leaves are also 
reported (e.g., no. 113), Daftar, as opposed to kurr•sah ( quir•, 
gathering), has an independent e xistence .3 

The codices described in the ~ come in three different 
formats (qilib, jirm, ~abaq)1 small (la~If) , median (wasa~l and 
large (kabir). The word tabaq (pl. atbaq, lit. tray, plate, but 
also basket) refers to a mold and consequently the size of the 
original sheet . 4 Thus, nisf al-tabaq (one-half of the sheet) 
would mean a f ormat obtain~d by folding the original sheet once 
(giving t wo leaves) and rub~ al - ~abaq (one- quarter of the s heet) 
by folding it twice (giving four leaves). Al-~abaq, al so 
mentioned as al-tabaq al-kabirah (! l (no . 3), ni&f al-tabaq and 
rub 4 al - ~abaq indicate large, median and small formats:~ 

The codi ce s are compos ed of gather ings (kurris, kurr•sah, pl. 
kariris). Each quire has a number of fo l ios ( leaves) referred to 
a s waraq, waraqah (pl. awr~q). Each folio consists of two pages 



1'1ELA NOTES 46, Wint•r 1989 Page 27 

call•d safhah (pl. safahlt). On each pag• 1 depending on the size 
of the hand, there ls a·set of lines c~lled mis~arah, e.g. 
mistarat sabcah, meaning seven lines to the page, or mukhtalifat 
al-mis~arah, with a varying number of lines to the page.6 

The writ ing surfac•s are of two typ•st parchment (raqq, riqq) and 
paper (kaghad). Dark blue parchment (raqq ak~al) is mentioned on 
one occasion (no. 1), and so is black i nk (~ibr, no. 2), Among 
the paper al-k•ghad al -sharqi) (no. 2), tha t is pape r 
manufactured in the eastern part of the I slamic lands, is 
mentioned . Other inks include gold (dhahab), si l ver (fi?~ah), 

red (a~mar), yellow (a~far) 1 greeen (akh~ar), and lapis-luzul i 
(laziward). All Our~nic codices are richly illuminated in g ol d 
( tahdhib, idhhab). The first and last foli os (awa'il, awakhirl. 
chapter headings (tasm iyat al-suwar) are often described as 
having a rich layer of gilt decroation (mudhahhab bi - al -1dhhab 
al-kabir). Gold and color illumination al so applies to numbers 
and mark s indicating the division of the Qur~an into ~izb (pl. 
ahzibJ, '"ashr (pl . aC,.harl, khams (pl . akhmis l and s ajdah (pl. 
s~jadat ). The letters are also vocalized (dabt) in a variety of 
~olbrs. We read on one occasion (no. 45): ~a-aubita al - nasb bi­
al-dhah•b w•-dubita al-rAf0 minhi bi-al-ahmar ~a-dUbita al~khafd 
minh3 bi-•1-lkziward wa-al-a~mar (the acc~5ative case.is • 
indicated in gold, the nominative in red and the genitive in 
lapi s -laz ul i and red),7 

The different scripts (khatt , qalam) are indicated as kufi (nos. 
1 and 16), kuf1 rayhanr (n~: 8) , ray hanI (no. 40) , sharq1 (most 
probably referring to the Oriental hand, po pular ly known as 
naskhi) (no, 2), nab~rr (of Nabarah, central part of Tri poli) 
(no. 12) and ~iqillr (of Sicily) ( no . 103).8 

Most but not all of the Our 'inic codices enumerated in the §.iJjJ_J_ 
are bound (mujallad). Some, like no . ~7 1 exi s t in g atherings . 
Those bound are cover ed (mug hshan) in leather ( ji ld) o r parchment 
(raqq) o ve r wooden boards (~ud, lawh), Some manuscripts, 
however, a re covered wi th silk (muw~ jjah bi-al-harrrl o ve r boards 
or with silk over leather over boards (nos. 3 a~n 8), The 
leather is often red (a~marl or dark blue (akral) and is tooled 
(manqush) . The tooling is i ndica ted on one occasion Cno. 2 ) as 
being effected with a pallet Cd irs , lit. ~olar tooth l t o create a 
pattern o f inter lace .9 This ite1n is of grea t in terest f o r i t is 
a s 1ngl e vol ume whic h is c l osed by means of a l ock ing device 
(qufll, ma de of Qlazed gold ( dhahab mu zajJaJ) and enclosed in a 
bo~- lik e structure (ti ba yt •ud la~ItJ . This type of b1nd1ng (i t 
it was indeed a b i nd ing and not a s eparate box) whereby the 
edges of the book are protected by rigid sides , i s s u pposed to be 
the earliest form of Islamic binding.10 For doublures (bitanah, 
pl. ba~J'in) si lk and leather are used. The~ mentio~s the 
following types of silkt green Cakhdar), blue (azraq) and silk -
brocade (~arfr mudabbaj). · 

The various volum•s are kept in wooden bowes.or chests (bayt, pl. 
buyut; rab •ah , pl. rab~ eat; tabut, pl. tawabit).11 Some of thes e 
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boMes ar• covered in leather and divided into compartments 
(buyut). They have lids (ghita~ pl . aghtiyahl and th•1r nobs 
(miqbad, pl . maq.bid) and cor~ers (rukn, 'pl. arkan) are made of 
copper' (nuh~s ) . Th~ copper decoration is sometimes overlaid with 
gold (mamuh bi-al-dhahab, no. 1). Some of the boKes were huge, 
for we read in no. 51: fa-kina jumlat ma hasala fT hadhihi 
al-rab'ah min al-ajza' ithnan wa-arba"un iuz,an (altogether there 
are in this chest forty-two volumes). We also learn that the 
decoration on the lid can consist of arabesque (ma~a awriq, no. 
17) or a pattern of small tools (silsilah min had!d, no. 41). 
Another element of decoration in this area is ~ silver nail 
(mismar min fi~~ah, no. 34). 

Adam Gacek 
lnstitut• of Islamic Studies, McGill Uni versity 

1. "Si ji 11 qadrm li-Maktabat J~mic Qayrawan " , Maj al lat Ma ~ad 
al-Makhtutit al - ~rabiyah, 2 (19~b), pp. 339-372. 

2 . This information is based on a bequest-note (ta~b!s). 

3. Ibn S1d al-Ba~alyaws! (d. ~2111127) tells us that it became 
common to use the word sifr tor bound books, whereas daftar could 
have been used for both th• bound and unbound volumes (see his 
al-lgtidab fl' sharh adab al-kutt;ib, Beiru t, 1973, p. 96). It is 
also of'interest to note here that there was a script c alled 
qalam al-dafat ir u~ed by al-Hasan ibn cAlr ibn Muqlah , the 
brother of AbO "l:\1r, the Wazi~ (YaqTit, Mucjam al-udaba>, Cairo, 
1927, vol. 3, p. 150) . For more information about daftar see 
Encyclopedia o f I s lam, new ed., vol . 2, p. 77-81. 

4. The word tabaq is mentioned by J , v on Karaba~ek as being a 
sheet of pap~r used for the making of a scroll (darj, pl . duruj) 
("Das arabi~che Papier", Mitteilungen aus der Sammlung der 
Papyrus Erzheriog Rainer, vol. 2-3, 1887, p. 144). 

5. Another word for format ill qat• and taqt!' (se e al­
OalqashandI, Subh al-a'~ha, vol. ·2, P • 487~466, and vol. b, p . 
169-19b). al~ZarnuJr in his Tac l!m al - mu tacal lim tarig al ­
ta~l lum (Beirut, 1981, p. 85) says that t he boo~ s~ould be square 
in format (yanbaghi an yakuna taqti~ al-kitab murabbaCan) because 
it was the forma t used by Abu Hantfah (d . 150/7b7) and it i s 
easier to handle s uch a book. °Khilid al - Naqshaband! in his 
Daftar kutub (to be published by J.J. Witkam in Manuscripts of 
the Middle East) mentions the following formats: qat 4 al-kamil, 
qat• al-nisf, qatc al-rub~ and qatc al - thumn. These formats are 
re~iniscent of the European folio; quarto, octavo and duodecimo. 

b. The word mis~arah apart from signifying the numb•r of lines 
per page, also means a ruler or s traight-edge and a device in t he 
s hape of a frame with s ilk threads on a cardboard (see e . g. J. 
Sadan, "NouveauK documents sur scribes et copistes" , Revue des 
'tudes islamigues, 45 (1977), p. 33 , n . bb, and M. Oukan, "De la 
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difficult•. reconnattre des instruments de reglure: planche a 
r.!'gler (111•stara) et cadre-patron", Scriptorium XL, 2 (19861, pp. 
257-261) . 

7. For the use of different colors in pointing lnaqt) and 
vocalization (shakll of th• teHt see, for eKample, al ­
Oalqashandi, ~ub~ al-a'sh•, vol. 3, p. 149-167 . 

a. As regards kufr ray~inT and rayhani, Shabbu~ is not altogether 
sure about the reading of this word, He says that it could be 
read as dahlnT or raminr C?J, According to N. Abbott Csee !.h~ 

Rise of the North Arabic script and its Kur'anic development, 
Chicago, 1939, p. 361, a script cal led rit>:lnr was "invented" by 
t\1t ibn 'ubayd;ah al-RtholnT (sic) who died in 219 / 834. If the 
reading of kufr ray~Anf is correct, and this script was indeed 
assciated with the person of al-Ray~ini, which is very li kely 
because of the early period in which he f lour1shed, we woulo nave 
to accept that the definition of rf~lnt, given by Abbott top, 
cit,), as being a variation of thuluth and naskhf, is inaccurate. 
If kuff ray~~nr did eHist, it i• likely to have been the script 
often referred to a• "Oarmatian" or "Eastern Kufic". 

9, The word in the teHt reads ~irs (sic). On this and other 
aspects of tooling •••my "Arabic bookmaking and term~nology as 
portrayed by Bakr al-lshbilt in his 'Kitib al-t•ys!r ft sina•at 
al-tastrr··, Manuscripts of the Middl• East, 5 (1990- · 
for thco111ing J • 

10 . This typ• of binding is illustrated in G. Marc•1s •nd L. 
Poins1ot, ObJet• kajrouanti•. lX• ay XIll• 2iecles (Tunis, 19481, 
p. 14. Th• assertion that such a form of binding e"isted has 
been contest•d by G . Bosch •nd G, Petherbridge on the basis ot 
inconclusive evidence (see lsl•mic bindings and bookmak!..!lQ., 
Chicaoa, 1991, pp. ,,_:161. 

11. Rab'ah is t boM or chest c,andUq, tunduql of square shape, 
mad• of woad and covered with leather . The larger boMes ~ere 
divided into compart~ents. This word also applies to a copy of 
th• Our •n (rab~th sharTfahl, irrespective of the number of 
volu•es it cont•ins. See R. Oozy, Suppl.ment •u" dictionna1res 
~. 3eme' ed . (Paris, 19671, vol. 1, p. :103, and Mut;iamm•d 
al-11anunf, ~ 1ir£l<h al-Mu?t;i•f al-Sh.arif bi-al-Mtghrib " , Ma1al l•t 
Mt~•d al-MakhtUtit al-~rabrxah, 1:1 119691, p, 15 . . . . 
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FOREIGN FRUSTRATION, OR, THE SAGA OF THE JINXED BOOKS 

Wh•n I d•cided to •pend p•rt of my v•c•tion in Tuni•i• , I pl•nn•d 
to v1s1t ALECSO (Ar•b Le•gue Education, Cultur•l and Scientific 
Org •n11•t1on) to r•v i ve Columbia Univ•r•1ty '5 pr•viou• •xch•nge 
w1th them . On my first d•y in Tunis, after • one w•ek tour of 
the country, I rec•iv•d • phone c•ll inviting me to a me•t1ng on 
the 1ollow1ng Mond•y morning. 

On the •ppo1nted d•y, I took a taxi out to th• ALECSO office 
where I met Or. Moh•med Khat•gi, Director of th• Inform•tion D•t• 
Pro~ess1ng Department. He w•s extremely 9rac1ou• •nd quite 
inte r ested 1n reviving tha exch•nge •greement . He h•d copies of 
all their current publicat1ons brought to his offic• •nd I was 
encour •ged to select •ny that Columbia Uni versity Library might 
use. I sel ected quite • t•w of the many int•resting title•. Or 
Kh•f•91 e•pl•ined, that if I took th• books to the USIS Off ice, 
the L.C. representative could •rr•nge for th•ir shipm•nt to N•w 
York. He •l•o kindly ••plained how to find th• office, which w•s 
quite n•a r my hot•I. Aft•r serving m• Ar•b coft••• h• had the 
book• packed in a c•rton, h•d a t•xi c•lled, •nd th•n had on• of 
h1s st•ff carry th• box of books down to the waiting taxi. 

I took the be• , which weighed •bout 4~ pound•, b•ck to my hotel 
room . That afternoon I w•nt to th• USIS off ic• •nd explained my 
problem. The region•! libr•ri•n, to whom l h•d been directed by 
Dr. Kh•f•g1, h•d just l•ft for Morocco •nd I was P••s•d •long to 
v•rlOUS people until ( got to the director who h•ppily explained 
that they never got involved in 5hipping books for individuals 
• nd had no facilities for doing so. She did, how•ver, have one 
o 1 her Tun isian •mployees giv• me directions to the ne•r•st post 
office. l decided to w•lk there •nd check it out. l found that 
I had been direct•d to the Post Office Telaphon• cent•r. Not 
much u~~ tc m•. 

There, •sked directions to the P•rcel Post and w•s told I would 
h•ve to go out to the airport. Then I •sked • policem•n who 
d1rected me to • post office not too t•r away. went there and 
asked about shipp ing • parcel to the USA and was told that I 
cou ld. However, there was no one there to wr•P p•rc•ls. (In 
Morocc o , where I frequently buy books, outside each p•rc•l post 
of f 1ce •re men who gain their livelihood wr•pping parcels for 
s h1pment. I 

1 
J 

Back at the hotel, spoke to the concierge and ha got me a 1 
couple of smaller ooxes, some string and some scotch t•pe. I t 
made up the sm•ller of the boxes, which held •bout a third of the 
books •nd returned to the post office. No prob le~ unt1l sh• told A 
me the cost. For this one small P•rcel it would cos t over J.' 
5 71.00, over 5 2 10.00 for all ot the books, I decided not to sh1p 
1 t. 

Later, at CEMAT (Centred Etudes Maghrebines a Tunis), 
story to Jeanne Mrad, the Center director. She said 

I told my 
that all 
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•.-•tin9 schol•r• h•d eM•ctly the ••m• problem and th•t most of 
them wound up t•king their book• with them, mailin9 them from 
somewhere else. I decid•d to do likewi••· 

Then I h•d to repack •II the book• in the l•rg• boM •nd secure 
it. For this l needed •ome t•pe, •o l w•nt from star• to store 
in Tunis, trying to •Mpl•in in my fractured Fr•nch wh•t I was 
looking for. I fin•lly found it •nd learned th• word "•dhesif", 
I firmly secured th• box in bright blue t•P• •nd h•d only the 
usu•I trouble getting to th• •irport with my own two cas•s and 
thi• boM of book•. A• I had juggled my b•gg•g• so th•t •II th• 
he•vy stuff w•s in • c•rry-on b•g, I only h•d to P•Y eMce•• 
b•g9•9• fe•s on 10 kilos, •bout $28.00. Ot cours• r didn· t h•v• 
this much in Tunisi•n currency, so I h•d to run to the b•nk to 
ch•nge enough doll•r• to pay th• ch•rge. 

The flight from Tunis to C•••blanca w•• fine, but then w• l•nded 
•nd my problems st•rted •gain. m•n•g•d to get my b•gs •nd the 
box to Custom• •nd expl•ined that th• box held only books, • gift 
to Columbi• from the Arab L••gue. No good! I h•d to open the 
box th•t I h•d so c•refully wrapped in blue t•P• and th• Customs 
ag•nt •nd his supervisor h•d to ex•min• the books. Of course 
they passed th• books, but now th• boM w•s perman•ntly open. 

I h•d left Tunis on a Saturday, th• d•y before the big Muslim 
holiday, qd al-Kab£r. After leaving Customs, I got the bus from 
the airport into the city. Th• bus station was in chaos-­
everyone w•s trying to g•t home tor th• holiday. Here w•s !, 
c•rrying two c•s•s and the bo~ of books, trying to leave it •t 
the Le1t Lugg•g•, while thous•nds of Morocc•ns were trying to get 
their baggage registered for their busa5 at the same counter. 
Fin•lly, I was •bl• to leav• it •nd go to my hotel, to collapse. 

I thought th•t I would leave th• p•ck•g• at the bus station until 
Mond•y, the d•y •fter Cfd. However, it turned out th•t the 
holid•y was a d•y l•t•r in Morocco th•n in Tunisi•, i . e. on 
Mond•Y· I h•d pl•nned to catch •n ••rly morning train to Tang1er 
on Tu•sd•y, but could not b•c•use of th• bOM of books. lm•gine 
how I felt on Tuesd•Y when I l••rn•d th•t, •lthough the stores 
reopened, banks and government offices, including post offices, 
were closed for anoth•r day, Sine• I h•d to leave th•t day, l 
retrieved the boM from the bus station and carried it to my 
hotel, where I asked them to star• it 1or a couple of weeks until 
my return. 

Upon my return to C•sablanca, I found the bo~ safe and sound, the 
post office ra-opened. I decided to finally rid myself of t he 
books the following morning. First thing ne~t morning, [ got the 
box and •sked th• taxi driver to go to the "Celis PostauM", He 
took ma to • different br•nch than I norm•lly used, but no 
problem, I showed the books to the Customs offici•l, filled out 
the forms, and had the book5 wrapped in four neat parcel s . The n 
I took the parcels to the mail counter. The clerk asked why r 
had had the parcels wrapped in four parcels. [ said that r 
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undergtood that book post had to be under 5 kilog, 
that they did not handle book po•t th•re and that if 
reduced rat• I must QO to th• "P•k•t Post " , which is 
normally w•nt to . 

He explained 
I wanted th• 
th• branch I 

Then I load•d the four parc•ls back into th• boK and staggered 
out into the str••t, to find a taxi to take me to the other post 
office. After som• tim•, I was able to get a taxi and to arri ve 
at the other post office . There I had to •tart all over again 
with Cugtoms, I was sure at this point that he would mak@ me 
undo each parc•l so that he could se• that th•y were indeed 
books, but when I eKplain•d what had happened and show•d him the 
customs forms I had filled out previously, he was extremely 
helpful and the parcels w•re sta~ped and sent on their way . The 
cost of mailing the 45 pounds of books in Morocco1 about 924.00 . 
As I saw the parcels disapp•ar into the hopper in the post 
office, I vowed never, n•v•r to acc•pt a gift of books again in 
Tunisia. 

Frenk H. Unlandherm 
Columbia University Library 
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LIBRARY/BOOK FELLOW POSITIONS AVAILABLE FOR 1999-90 

Applications are now being accepted for the 1989-90 Library/Book 
Fellows Program. The joint program of the American Library 
Association (ALA) and the United States Information Agency (USIA) 
will place approMimately ten U.S. citizens overseas beg1nn1ng in 
September, 1999. 

The position of most interest to MELA members: 
Damascus, Syria Asad National Library. Full year preferred. 
Fluency in Arabic desired, but library will provide full-time 
translator if necessary. Train 12 library employees in 
cataloging book and nonbook materials. If possible, advise on 
preservation and restoration of library materials. 

Other positions include: 
University of Swaziland 
University Library, University of Dar es Salaam 
University of the West Indies, Dept, of Library Studies 
Universidade Federal d• Minas Gerais, School of Library 

Science 
General Archives of Central America 
Beijing Foreign Studies University 
National Central Library 
University of the Philippines, University and Archives 

Records Center 
Norwegian School of Library and Information Sciences 
University College Dublin Library 
Universidad Compultense de Madrid 
Punjab Dept, of Education 
American Studies Research Centre 

Stipends are USS23,690 per year. Travel expenses to and from 
will be reimbursed and health and life insurance coverage are 
provided. Some hosts will assist with ho using. Eligibility 
requirements: U.S. citizenship; command of the language of the 
host countrt is desired; education and experience in library or 
information science, publishing or other fields directly re l ated 
to t he interest and needs of specific projects, with demonstrated 
competency as require d. Persons who have lived a broad for a ten­
year period immediately pre ceding application are not eligibl e . 

If interes t ed, send resume with a cover letter briefl y stating 
desired position, foreign language skills, subject expertise and 
maximum placement service l eng th, NO application forms are 
a vailable. application deadline for the 1989 - 90 positions is 15 
April 1989. Contact: Rob e rt P. Doyle, Director, Library/Soak 
Fellows Program, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., 
Chicago, IL 60611; tel. 1-800-545-2433 (in Illinois: 1-800-545-
2444). 
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NEAR EAST CATALOG LIBRARIAN 

Catalog Department, Sterling Memorial Library. 

MINIMUM RANK: Librarian l, Has primary repsonsibility for 
original cataloging of monographs and serials in Arabic and other 
Near Eastern languages, With training, will also catalog Hebrew 
materials. Depending upon qualifications, may assist in 
collection development activities for Arabic materials. 

QUALIFICATIONS: MLS from an ALA-accredited library school. 
Reading knowledge of Arabic and Hebrew. Knowledge of current 
cataloging code; Library of Congress subJect and classification 
practices. Educational backgraound in NEar Eastern studies. 
Familiarity with MARC format and content designation desirable. 
Reading knowledge of other Near Eastern languages desirable. 
Previous cataloing experience desirable. Salry and rank 
dependent on qualifications; from a minimum of $25,000. 

Application deadline: 
position is filled. 

Applications will be accepted until 

Please send letter of aplication, resume, and names of 3 
references to: 

Maureen Sullivan, Head, Library Personnel Services, Yale 
University Library, P. O. Bo~ 1603A, Yale Station, New Haven CT 
06520. An EEO/AA employer. 
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MCGILL CATALOGING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

McGill Univ•rsity LibrAri•• 
cAtaloging position•• 

invites applications for two 

11 A 2-y•ar sessional librarian to provide cataloging and 
s•lection duties for Indonesian material. Duties include 
transliteration, searching, use of AACR2, LC subject headings and 
classification, authority work plus assessment and development of 
eMisting collections. Excellent knowledge of Bahasa Indonesian 
and the Jawi script of Arabic, and of the literature and book 
trade of Indonesia is essential. Knowledge of standard Arabic 
and Dutch is desirable. A degree in Library Science is required. 

2) A part-time/sessional cataloger for Urdu material. Duties 
include transliteration, searching, use of AACR2 , LC subiect 
headings and classification, authority work and prioritizing cf 
material. EMcellent knowledge of Urdu language and literature 
and a d•gree in Library Science are required. 

For both positions salary will be according to qualifications. 

Send application plus resume and references to Joanna Andrews, 
Coordinator of Technical Services, McGill University Libraries, 
3459 McT~vish St., Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A 1Yl. 
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Laurie Abbott 
S427 S. H.irper 
Chicago IL li061S 

Fawni Abdulrazak 
Arabic Specialisr, Middle Easlem Dept. 
Widener Library, Harvard Uni~nity 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
617-495·2437 

Midhat D. Abraham 
701 E. Via En1rada 
Tucson, AZ 85718 

Jilllles Agenbroad 
Bo• 291 
Garrell Park, MD 20896 
202-707-9612 

A. Gia Aivaz.ian 

MEMBERSHIP UST 

Technical Services ~pl., Research Libruy 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
213-825-7893 

Virginia Aksan 
248 Rushlon Rd. 
Toronlo, Ont. M6G lJS 
CANADA 
416-97ll·4839 

Michael W. Albin 
S<i03 Venlnor Lane 
Springfield, VA 22151 
202· 707 ·5361 

Taghteed Alqudsl 
CoUege of Graduale Srudies 
Kuwail University 
P.O. Box 5969 
Safai 13060 
KUWAIT 
4318183, 4838337 
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Mohammed B. Alwan 
S Cherry S1ree1 
Somerville, MA 02143 
617-731-1030 

Rosalie Cuneo Amer 
5524 Caleb Ave. 
SllCl"amenlo, CA 95819 
916-456-9148 

Margarel Anderson 
fai::ul1y or Library and Jnfonnatioo Science 
University ot Toronlo 
140 SI. George Slreel 
Toronto, Ont. M5.S lAl 
CANADA 
416-978-7089 

George N. Aliyeh 
Head, Near East Section 
Orientalia Division, Library of Coogr•S5 
Wa.!hington, DC 20540 

J. P•ul Auch1crlonic 
Asst. Librarian for Arabic & Islamic Studies 
Universily of Exeter Library 
Stocker Road 
Exe1er EX4 4PT 
ENGLAND 
0392·77911 

Stephanie Aziza 
Middle East Supen-isor, Oriental Sludies Colleclion 
Universily of Arizona Library 
Tucson AZ 85721 

Ruth Baacke 
118 S. Adams Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 
202-785-0182 

Jere L. Bacharach 
Dept. of History 
Universily of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195 
206-543-5790 
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Basima Bemgan 
5000 S. Cornell #7B 
Chkago, lL li0615 
312-962-8726/8425 

Brenda E. Dicken 
Arabic Materials Specialist, Georgetown University Library 
PO Box 37445 
Washington, DC 20013 
202-687-7S41 

Joan C. Biclla 
20 N. Stanworlh Dr. 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
609·4S2-S681 

Helen Bikhazi 
J afct Libnuy 
American University of Beirut 
Beirut 
LEBANON 
340740 ext. 28349 

Eleazar Birnbaum 
132 Invermay Ave. 
Downsview, Ont. M3H 128 
CANADA 
416-978-3308 

Palmira Brummell 
1412 Northshore Woods Dr. 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
615-691·8548 

Bruce R. Carrick 
H.W, Wilson Co. 
950 University Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10452 
212-588·8400 

Elicz.er Chammou 
Technical Services Dept., University Research Library 
UCLA 
405 Hildegard Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 9002 II 
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AnlXie CJwrukiao 
Uni-aty ol ~omia, The Library· 53 
PO BoxS900 
Rivenide, CA 92517 
714-787-3233 

Brlla! D. Craig 
Middle East Colleclioo 
U ni11emty of Chicago Library 
1100 E. 57th St. 
Chicago, IL (J)(J} 
312-684-0287 

MarkT. Day 
Reference Dept. 
Indiana University Libraries 
Bloomington, IN 47405 

Pamela Deemer 
Technical Services, Woodruff Library 
Emory Uni11ersily 
AUanta GA 303ll 

John P. Downey 
Islamic Cataloger, Near East Division 
University Li"brary, University of Mkhigan 
Ann Atboc, Ml 48109-1205 

Dr. Peter Duignan 
Curator, Africa/Mideast Collections 
Hoo-..er lmtilulion 
Stanford, CA 94305-2323 
415-723-2072 

A.see! Nasir Dyck 
Petroleum Engineering Reading Room 
CPE 3.158 
University of Texas-Austin 
Austin TX 78712 
512-471-3161 
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John A. Eilt.< 
Program Officer/Middle E"'ltem Specialist 
The Research Library Group, Inc. 
1200 Villa Street 
Mountain View, CA 94041-1100 
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415·691-2266 Profossional 
FAX 415-964-0943; BlTNET: BLJAE@RLG.BITNET; RLG mail: BLJAE 
Telex 3719199 

Magda El-Sherbini 
Catalog Dept. 
Main Libraiy 
Ohio State University 
1858 Neil Av.;. Mall 
Columbus OH 43210 
614·292·2664 

John Emerson 
Persian Specialist, Middle Eastern Dept 
Harvard College Library 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
617·495-2437 

Karnbiz Eslami 
F1rcstonc Library, Cataloguing Dept 
Princeton U niversiry, PO Box 190 
Princeton, NJ 08544 
609-452-5681 

Susan 1. Fatemi 
1075C Monroe Ave. #3 
Albany, CA 94706 
415-525·0312 

George fawzy 
Leila Bookshop 
17 Gawad Hosni SL 
P.O. Box 2353 
Cairo 
ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 
754402, 910682 

Step~n Feldman 
Asian Rare Books Inc. 
234 Firth Ave (3rd Floor) 
New York, NY 10001 
718-259-3732 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 

Associate 

~ate 

Associate 
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Salwa Ferahian 
4998 De Mai.sonneuve, #1416 
W~tmount PQ HJZ 1N2 
CANADA 
434.5492 

E. Chri.!1ian f'lbtrup 
Overseas Operations, Library of Congress 
Wa.shington, DC 20540 
202-707·5273 

Leila Freije 
JaCel Memorial library 
American University in Beiru1 
Beirut 
REPUBLIC OF LEBANON 

IUunel Muhammad G<lb-Allah 
USREP/JECOR 
APO NY 09038-7001 

Leon Gabrielian 
(>029 S. la Cienega Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90056 
lll-649-0292 

A. Gauk 
Head Librarian 
Islamic Sludiq library 
Morrice Hall 
McGill Universiiy 
3485 McTavish 
Montreal PQ H3A lYl 
CANADA 

Tony Gardner 
Ca1alog Dept, Library 
Cal. Stale Univ.·Northridge 
18111 Nordhoff SI. 
Northridge, CA 91330 
818·885-2265 
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Professional 
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Meryle A. Gaston 
lklb51 Library 
New York Universily 
70 Washington Square South 
New York, NY 10012 
212-998-2458 

Pror. C.L Geddes 
Dept. or H islory 
Universily or Denver 
Denver, CO 80408 
30'.H71-2967 

GaryP. Gillum 
240 s. 700 w. 
Payson, UT 84651 
801 ·465·4527 

Aida Haddad 
Biruit U niversily Library 
P.O. Ilox 14 
Bineil 
WEST BANK • \lia lSRAEL 

Robert Lee Hadden 
94 Norman Ave. 
Aberdeen, MD 21001 

Mohamed N. Hamdy 
2531 S. Ivanhoe Place 
Denver, Co 80222 
303-758-7158 

Marsha Hamilton 
Acquisitions Depl. 
The Ohio State Univ. Main Library 
1858 Neil Avenue Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 
6l4-29Hi314 

Nadhn f. Hamod 
Univcmty or Bahrain 
P.O. Box 1082 
BAHRAIN 
688ns 
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A.s.sociale 

Prolessional 



John f. Harvey 
PO Box 122 
Lyndon...;JJe, VT 05851 

Janet P. Heineck 
Monoguph Catalogull>g FM·25 
Univ. o( Washiclgton librarie.s 
Suttle, WA 98195 
2<J6.S4H828 . 
BITNET: UWACDC HEINECK 

David G. Hinch 
62 Stanworth Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540. 
li09.6113-7502 

Dr. Margaret S. Hoell 
Orie111al Studiet Collection, Universily Libr;uy 
Universiry ol Ariwna 
TUC30R, AZ 8S721 

Michael E. Hopper 
. Middle Eastern Dept, Hln'ard College library 
Hamard Universily 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
617-<!9S-2"37 

J. Dennis Hyde 
Sll S. Melville SI. 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
215·8'.l8-667S 

Edward A. Jajko 
6235 Shad)'grove Dr. 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
4 ls-723-2050 

Donald f. Jay 
Field Dlrectot· LC 
American .Embas.y·Bo• 26 
FPO New York 09527 
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Professional 

Professional 

Prolwional 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 
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Boyd F. Johnson 
Middle Ease Collection 
R•gerul•in Library 
University of Chicago 
1100 E. S7th St. 
Chic.ago IL 60637 

H3lri" Ka.sow 
Rchov Kubovy 27.7 
Ramal Danya 
Jerusalem 
IS RAEL 
02-419299 

Mary Helen Kennedy 
J7 Wiggins S1. 
Pr inc .. on NJ 08540 

Loos Kh;iirallah 
Saudi A1abian lnlormarion Offi<• 
601 Ntw Hampshire Ave. NW 
W;,slungcon, DC 20037 
202·342·3800 Ut. 2J12 

Omar Klcalidi 
Aga KJ1an librarian, MIT 
n Ma.uachu!CffS Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
617·251-7822 

Bijan Khalili 
Ketab Corpora1io11 
l<i661 Ventura Bl~. Suice 111 
Erocino. CA 91•.36 
818-99$- .3822 

Mrs. Hosneya Khaflab 
~2J Hill Strter 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

Laci/ Khayyar 
504 Grand S11 .. 1 #H32 
New York, NY 10002 
212-228-2943 
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Pllricia A. Kinchlow 
1515 W.inu1 SI. 
New Albany, IN 47150 
812·944-4097 AMociale 

Brien Kinkel 
14100 Whispering Pines Cl. • # 11 
SiMr siin.. MD 2D906 
202·737-4'tn Associale 

Alice L Kniskcrn 
SS6S Columbia Pike #811 
Allington. VA 22204 
202· 707 .. 5273 Pro Cession al 

Miroslav Krclt 
BOS Bcslon Pl'.Mt Road 
WeSIOQ. MA 02193 
617·899·2989 Assocble 

Horace Kurdy 
Catalog Dept., Marriou Library 
Universil)' or Utah 
Sall Lake Cily, UT 84112 
801 ·581-7265 Proressional 

Connie Lamb 
4224 HBLL 
Brigham Yollllg Uni.,,rsily 
Provo UT 84602 
801-378-6196 Proressional 

Louise F. Leonard 
1314 W. 391h Drive 
Gaines.;11e, Fl.. 32605 
904-293-0351 Prorcssional 

Dr. Jame:o MaccaCcrri 
11617 National BIY<I. 
Los Arlgeles, CA 90064 Proressional 

Mlftin J . McDcrmotl, SJ. 
Bibllothcque oricnlalc 
B.P. 166775 
Athrafieb 
Beirul 
LEBANON ProrcssionaJ 
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Hamid Mahamadi 
lslamica Collections, 390 Main Llbraiy 
U. of California·Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 94720 
415-642 .0956 

Paul Maher 
1401 Delaware Ave. SW #N709 
Washinglon, DC 200024·3929 

Ragai N. Makar 
Head, Middle East library 
University of Ulah 
1572 S. 1400 E. 
Sall Lake City, UT 84105 
801-581-6311 

Sylvia Manoogian 
Foreign Languages Dept. 
Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles CA 90071 
213-612·3292 

Frank W. Miller 
Vice Presidenl, Tiic H.W. Wilson Co. 
950 University Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10452 
212· 588-8400 

Louis Mitler 
P.O. Box 5545 
Charlot!esville VA 22905·0545 
804· 296-4543 

Reza Moshlagi 
817 Levering Ave. # 12 
Los Angeles CA 90024 

faiez A. Mossad 
Middle East Collection, University or Chicago Libraty 
llOO E. 57th St. 
Chicago, IL 60637 
3U·962-8425 

Abdt!I Rahman Mostafa 
2702 Wisconsin Ave. NW #105 
Washing1on DC 20007 
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Patricia A. Myers· Hayer 
117 Duke St. 
Alexandria VA 
202· 707-6487 

Nawal Naamani 
Jafet library 
American University oC Beirut 
P.O. Box 11/0236 
Beirut 
LEBANON 

Paula Nielson 
Head, Bibliographic Dept. 
Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University 
Provo UT 84602 
801-378-6060 

Ribhi Mustafa Elayyan Nimcr 
3429 Dawson St. #107 
Pittsburgh PA 15213 
814·226·8798 

Corinne Nyquist 
Sojourner Truth Library 
SUNY College at New Platz 
New Platz, NY 12561 

Sarah Shunck 07.turk 
2813 Summerfield Road 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
703-534-2059 

Cecile Panzer 
P.O. Box 3761 
Jerusalem 
lSRAEL 
BITNET: HUJIYMI WSRCP 

Barbara Parker 
Cataloging Dept., University Library 
University or M=achusett.s 
Amherst MA 01003 
413· 545-2728 
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Professional 

Professional 

Professional 

Associate 

Professional 

Associate 

Professional 
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Da~ H. Partington 
Middle East Librarian, Middle East Dept. 
Harvard College Library 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
617·495-010 

Brian M. Peck 
1127 North Euclid 
Tucson AZ 85719 
60H22--0lli 

EJ.W.belh J. l'lan12. 
c/o The Viu Rector lor Research 
Kuwait University 
r.o. Box 5969 
Safat 13060 
KUWAIT 
5749736 

J amc• W. Pollock 
2631 East 2nd St. 
Bloomington IN 47401 
SU-339-4196 

Donna Ramsey 
Rome 1 Box 401 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
919·848-4130 

Atifa R. Rawan 
Main Library 
University of Ariwna 
Tucson, AZ 85704 
602-621 ·6452 

Anthony Raymond 
c/o The Viu Rector for Research 
Kuwait University 
r.o. Box 5969 
Safa! 13060 
KUWAIT 

Sophie Rentz 
790 Mayfield A..,, 
Stanford, CA 94305 
4 IS.493·8858 
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Paul Jolm Rkh 
Doha Qub Library 
r.o. Box 3666 
Doha 
QATAR 

Andras J. Rlcdlma}"'r 
BibliOgJaphcr in Islamic Ari & Atchilccture, Fin<! Aris Library 
Fogg Ar1 MU>eum, Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

Professional 

617-495-3372 Professional 

Kay Ritchie 
6911 Chestnut Ave. 
Falls Church VA 22042 
Wl-707~ Professional 

Prucilla H. Roberts 
Writer Square #24 
1512 Larimer St. 
Denver, CO 80202 
303-82.5-2835 Associate 

Jonathan Rogers 
Near East Division 
University of Michigan Library 
Ann Arbor Ml 48109 
313-764-7523 Professional 

GJ. Roper 
Islamic Bibliography Unit 
University Library 
West Road 
cambridge CBJ 9DR 
ENGLAND 
0223-61441 ext. 254 Professional 

Efu.abeth Douiy Salah 
Jafet Library 
American University of Beirut 
P.O. Box 11/0236 
Beirut 
LEBANON 

Professional 
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Simon Samoeil 
2018 Tulip Road 
Glen.side PA 19038 
215-898· 7548 

James Sanchez 
PO Box 12625 
Tucson AZ 85732 

Abaz.ar Sepehri 
Middle East Colleclion, MAI 316 
General Libraries, Universily of TeKaS 
Auslin, TX 78712 
512-471-4675 

Linda A. Shboul 
University or Sydney 
Sydney NSW 2006 
AUSTRALIA 
02·692·0929 

Nabila Mango Shehadeh 
311 41st Ave. 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
415-341-3697 

Frank J. Shulman 
East A.lia Collection 
McKeldin Library 
University or Maryland 
College Park, MD 20742 
301-454·2819 

Reeva S. Simon 
342 W. Penn St. 
long Beach, NY 11561 
516·431·5702 

Kalhryn Sorury 
Calaloging Dept Rm. E350 
Main Library 
Indiana Uniwrsiry 
Bloominglon IN 47405 
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Sval Soucek 
393 Walnut Lane 
Princeton NI 08540 
609-924-2749 

Paul Sprachman 
107 S. 4th Ave. 
Highland Park, New Jersey 08904 
201-819·8330 

Dona S. Slralcy 
114 E. California Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43202 
614-292-3362 
BITNET: OHSTVMA TS5268 

Muhammad H. Sulaiman 
Sulaiman's Bookshop 
P.O. Box 11-8258 
lkirut 
LEBANON 
238652 

Ahmad Taleb 
c/o Mrs. Asma Fathallah 
Jafet Library 
American University of Beirut 
P.O. Box 11/0l36 
Beirut 
LEBANON 

Todd M. Thompson 
Oriental Division-Rm. 219 
New York Public Library, Fiflh Ave. & 42nd St. 
New York. NY 10018 
212-930-0716 

Frank H. Unlandherm 
Middle East BibliOg)'aptier, Columbia Univusity Libraries 
lntemational Affairs Bldg., 420 W. 118th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
lU-280-3995 
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Associate 

Professional 

Associate 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 
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Katherine Van de V:ale 
Princeton University Libr:ary 
One Washington Road 
Princeton NJ 08540 
600-452-5681 

Lilian Vitale 
Jafet library 
American University of Belrut 
Beirut 
LEBANON 
340740 ext 28347 

Muhammad Isa Waley 
Asst. Keeper for Persian & Turkish 
Dept. of Oriental Manuscripu & Printed Books 
The British Library 
14 Store Street 
London WClE 7DG 
ENGLAND 
01-349-3801 

Jessica C. Watson 
P. O . Box 33014 
Raleigh NC Il(/.}6 
919-851-4510 

James Weinberger 
Near East Bibliographer, Princeton University Library 
One Washlngton Road 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
(,()9-452-3248 

Waller Werkmeister 
U niversitatsbib\iothck Tubingcn 
Oricntabteilung 
Postrach 2620 
D-7400 Tubingen 1 
WEST GERMANY 
07071-292852 

Jan W. Weryho 
Cataloging Dept. 
Mclennan Libraiy 
McGill University 
3459 McTavish Street 
Monueal, Quebec H3A l Y l 
CANADA 
514-398-4791 

Professional 

Associate 

Proressional 

Associate 

Professional 

Professional 

l'rofessional 
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Elimbetb Widenmann 
159 W. 53rd St. #16-F 
New York, NY 10019 
212· 280-ll045 

Lesley WU.kiru 
74 Livermore Rd. 
Boston, MA 02178 
617-536-5400 ext. 379 

Dunning S. Wilson 
Near East Bibliographer, Research Library 
UCLA 
Los Angele., CA 90024 
21.l-825-3942 

Dr. JU~lUl W. Witherell 
Chid, African & Middle East Div. 
Library or CongreS-$, LA 1040-C 
Washington, DC 20540 
202-707-7937 

Na.ssif Yoiwir 
345 Ensign Ave. North 
Minneapolis MN 55417 
612-624-1012 

Elliot Zak 
Bull« Library-Rm. 320 
Columbia University Libraries 
535 W. 114th St. 
New York, NY 10027 
212-280-2238 

Amnon Zipin 
308 Main Library, Ohio State University Library 
1858 Neil Ave. Mall 
Columbus., OH 43210 
614·292-3362 
BITNET: OHSIVMA TS5268 

Jalal Zuwiyya 
4632 Salem Driw: 
Binghamton, NY 13903 
607-798--0889 

A.ssociate 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 

Professional 



American Library Association 
Heilllquarlers Library 
50 E. Huron St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312-944-6780 

American University ln Cairo 
Alln: Mrs. Shahira Elsawy 
113 Kasr El Aini 
P.O. Box 2511 
Cairo 
ARAB REPUBLIC OP EGYPT 

Bahai World Centre Library 
P.O. Box 155 
Haifa 31001 
ISRAEL 

Bayerisclte Slaalsbibliolbck 
LudwigsU3.5Se 16 
Poslfach 150 
D-8000 Munchen 34 

SUBSCRIPTION LIST 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 

Biruni Library 
15 Beaulieu Ave. 
S)'denham 
London SE26 6PN 
ENGLAND 

PIO 
Boston University Library 
Serials Dept. 
771 Commonwealth Ave. 
Boston, MA 02215 

Serials Section 
Brandeis University Library 
Waltham, MA 02254 

The British Library 
Library AM<>Ciation Library 
7 Ridgemount Street 
London WClE 7AE 
ENGLAND 
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College or Librari1111Ship Wale.s 
Periodicals Dept. 
Llanbadam Fawr 
Aberystwyth SY23 3AS 
Dyfed 
WALES, UNITED KINGDOM 

Ubrary Seniice Library 
606 Butler Libraiy 
Columbia University 
New York, NY 10027 

Keeper of Oriental Books 
Oriental Section 
Durham University library 
Elvct Hill 
Durham DHl 3TH 
ENGLAND 

D & N Faxon 
704S-CL 
PO Box70 
Norwood. MA 02062 

Periodicals Depl., Library 
Haifa University 
Mount Carmel 
Haira 31999 
ISRAEL 

llorary and Documentati-On Unit 
Harry S. Trumau Research Institute 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Mount Scopll-' 
Jerusalem 91-190 
ISRAEL 

04818264270DHU 
Howard Univ. 
Undergraduate Library-Serials Dept. 
Mr. Player 
500 Howard Place 
Wa.shingtoo, DC 20059 

Indiana University Library 
Serials Department 
Bloomington, IN 47405 
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lnstilul du monde arabe 
Bibliotheque - Mme. Leroy 
40 rue du Cherelle Midi 
75006 Paris 
FRANCE 

lnsli1u1e or Developing Economies 
Library Services Division 
42 lchigaya-Honmura-cho 
Shlnjuku-ku 
Tokyo 162 
JAPAN 

The Library or Congress 
Exchange and Gir1 Dil.ision 
Gir1 Scclion 
Washinglon, DC 20540 

Islamic Studies Library 
Morrice Hall 
McGill Universily 
3485 Mclavish Strcel 
Moolrcal, PQ H3A 1 Yl 
CANADA 

Mi<ldlc Ea.II Sludies Association 
Dept. of Oriental Studies 
univ. or Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 85721 
{,Q2-62J.5850 

A.ssiscanl Librarian (Serial) 
Acquisilions Seccion 
National Library 
Slamford Road 50617 
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 

Ms. Rabia al-Issa 
Nalional Scientific & Technical I nformalion Cenler 
Kuwait i11Slilute for Scientific Research 
P.O. Box 24885 
13109 Safal 
KUWAIT 
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New York Public Library·Div. P 
Grand Central Sration 
PO Box 2240 
New York, NY 10017 

African.a 
Northwestern University Library 
Evanston, IL 60201 

Orientbuchhandlung am Friesenplatz 
Antwerpcner Str. 6-12 
5000 Koln l 
WEST GERMANY 

Persian Book Mart 
ro Box 241574 
Memphis, TN 38124 
901·452-6908 

Porlland Slale University 
Library·Serial• 
PO Box 1151 
Porlland, OR 97207 

Serials Division 
Princeton Univ. Library 
PrinCeron. NJ 08540 

St. Jolm's Univ. Library 
Serials 
Grand Cenlral & Utopia Parkways 
Jamaica, NY 11439 

Schmidt Periodicals GmbH 
Dettendorr 
D-8201 Bad fe ilnbach 2 
WEST GERMANY 

Periodicals·Bearley Library 
Simmo11.1 College Library 
300 The Fenway 
Boston. MA 02ll5 

Die Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kullurbesitz 
II A. Potsdamer Sir. 33 
D 1000 Berlin 30 
Poslfach 1407 
GERMANY 
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Tel Aviv University 
Central Library 
Elias SoUJasky Library 
Periodicab Dept. 
P.O. Box 39038 
Tel Aviv 61390 
ISRAEL 

Tokai University 
11 Gokan Bunkan 
Kitakaname Hiratsuku·shi 
Kanagawa·ken 259-12 Mz 
JAPAN 

U.C.A.S. Newsriders 
c/o John Melllies Library Services Lld. 
P.O. Dox 17 
24 Gamble Street 
Nottingham NG7 4FJ 
ENGLAND 

Universitatsbibliothek 
Wilhelmstrasses 32 
Postfach 1.620 
D7400 Tubingen 
WEST GERMANY 

~rials Division 
Pcrpustakaan Tun Seri Lanang 
Universili Kcbaruaan Malaysia 
43600 UKM Bang! 
Selangor 
MAL\YSIA 

Serials Dept. 
01 Main Library 
University or California 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

Seriall Dept. 
University Research Library 
University or California 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
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U!!Mrsi1y of Chicaco 
Joseph Regtnstein Library 
Serials Dept. 
1100 E. S7th St. 
Chicago, n. 60637 

The Library 
Periodicals Department 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
Uni..,rsily of London 
Malet Street 
loodon WClE 7HP 
ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM 

lntemationaJ Institute for Infonnation Programs 
College or Library Services 
Univtrsi1y or Maryland 
College Park, MA ~742 

University of Qatar 
c/o John Menz.ie.s Ubrary Ser>ke.s Ltd. 
P.O. Box 17 
24 Gamble Street 
Nottingham NG7 4FJ 
ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM 

The Library 
Tbe Institute of Development Studie.s 
The Universily or Sussu 
Andrew Cohen Building 
Fahner, Brighton BNl 9RE 
ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM 

LS 31415 
Serials Acquisitions 
General Libraries 
Uni\'trsily of Texas 
Austin, TX 78712 

University ol Toronto Ubrary 
Seriah Department 
Toroneo Ontario M5S IA5 
CANADA 
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Alderman Llorary 
Serials/Periodical3 
Uni\'ersity or Virginia 
Charlottesville VA 22903 

76-032218·8G9 
Univ. or Washington Libraries 
Serials Division 
Seanle, WA 98195 

Suials Dept. 
Memorial Library 
Universily or Wisconsin 
728 Stale St. 
Madison, WI 53706 
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MELA Notes 
clo Brenda E. Bickett 
Cataloging Dept. 
Georgetown University Library 
P.O . Box 37445 
Washington, D.C. 20013 
USA 




