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Summary of Actions to Date: Minutes of Executive Board Meeting, 9-26-78

The Middle East Librarians Association Executive Board met on June 26,
1978 at the Pick-Congress Hotel in Chicago during the American Library
Association meeting. Present were Fawzi Khoury, President, James Pollock,
Editor, and Janet Heineck, Secretary-Treasurer., Edward Jajko, Vice Presi-
dent, was unable to attend. Revision of the bylaws, status of MELA NOTES,
the 1978 Annual Meeting, and nominations for the elections at that meeting
comprised the agenda outlined by the President.
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All twenty copies of the microfiche edition of the Arabic Seript Union
List have now been sold, according to the President.

The Secretary-Treasurer read the results of the balloting on the bylaws.,
Ballot items 6, 7, and 9 only were approved by a majority of the
professional members., Full results and descriptions of the changes now in
effect are given elsewhere in this issue. The President said that he would
make the results of the balloting part of his report to the membership at the
1978 annual meeting. It was decided that the last issue of MELA NOTES to
appear before the meeting should contain the full text of the revised bylaws
as each member's new copy. .

The President noted the interest expressed by several members in changing
the format of MELA NOTES. Reasons cited were increased handiness, permanence,
readability, and attractiveness of a MELA NOTES reproduced by a different
process and issued with a cover. The Editor stated his belief that the deci-
sion for any change of style or form of presentation of the NOTES should be
left to the new Editor and Fxecutive Board to be elected in November, allowing
them a free hand to make such changes to their own taste. The President
agreed to discuss with those responsible for producing the MESA Bulletin and
others the cost of various means of publication., He suggested that considera-
tion of MELA NOTES format changes be recommended by the outgoing to the incoming
Executive Board after the election at the annual meeting.

The President recommended that all MELA standing committees except the one
on machine-readable data forms be reviewed as to function and necessity.
Membership on these committees would terminate at the end of 1978, and new
choices according to interest of members could be made,

MELA NOTES 15 may be printed and distributed from Indiana University,
as some difficulties have arisen with the use of the Michigan facilities that
have aided us at minimum cost until now., Inquiries continue on this,

The Executive Board in its role as Nominating Committee agreed on a
group of members to be invited to stand for election Lo the offices open in
November. After further brief discussion of the Annual Meeting in November
at Ann Arbor and of the upcoming meeting of a group of MELA members with LC
staff at the Library of Congress, the meeting adjourned.

Other Activities. As of August 30, 1978, MELA had 55 Professional Members,
106 Associate Members, and U8 separate subscribers to MELA NOTES. MELA's
current savings account balance is g 1,458.36. Income during the past period
has been from subscription payments, dues payments, sales of the Arabic Script
Union List and of the membership roster, and interest earnec on our deposit.
Expenses were incurred in the production of MELA NOTES 1h: g 36 for printing
and § L3.45 for postage.

The main activities of the organization recently have been the visit by
a group of MELA members to the Library of Congress in early July and the voting
on amendments to the bylaws., The LC visit will be reported on in detail at
the anmual meeting in November. A report on the bylaws ballot, the impact of
the adopted amendments, and the entire text of the bylaws as amended appear
elsewhere in this issue.
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Dues reminders are going out to those in arrears, Please remember that
it is both safer for you and easier for the Secretary-Treasurer for you to
pay your dues by mail rather than at the annual meeting!

Since candidates for the Executive Board positions to be filled in
November have not been determined by the Executive Board/Nominating Committee
as of this writing, their names will appear in the cover letter to the
announcement of the annual meeting.

We hope that as many members as possible will be able to come to our
meeting in November in Ann Arbor, Michigan,

Vote on the Bylaws. Results of Bylaws Amendment Vote. The balloting on
the proposed changes in the bylaws of the Middle East Librarians Association
closed on June 1, 1978, Fifty-five ballots (one to each Professional Member)
had been mailed on March 17, reminders were sent on May 16, and by the June 1
deadline twenty-nine ballots had been returned. Proposed amendments are
adopted if and when approved by a simple majority of the Professional member-
ship. Since we had fifty-five Professional members, twenty-eight "yes" votes
were needed to adopt.

Three of the sixteen items on the ballot received the required number
of votes. These were items 6, 7, and 9.

Ttem 6 deletes subpart 5 from Article IV, Section 1, part D, and adds
it as subpart 9 to Article IV, Section 1, part C. It makes maintenance of
subscription files and collection of revenues from nonmember subscribers
to MELA publications an additional duty of the Secretary-Treasurer. The
Secretary-Treasurer in fact has been doing this work since MELA's early days.

Ttem 7 inserts the words "immediate past President" after "Editor"
in Article IV, Section 2, making the immediate past President a full member
of a now five-person Executive Board., Its effect now is to make Fawzi Khoury,
whose term as President ends at the November 1978 annual meeting, a member
of the Executive Board for the 1978/79 year.

Ttem 9 deletes the sentence "No person shall serve in the position of
President or Vice President for more than two successive terms" from
Article IV, Section L, and in its place after the word "“year" inserts the
phrase "with the Vice President becoming President the following year."

The effect is to provide some continuity in MELA leadership and to eliminate
the need for separate elections for President and Vice President each year.
Edward Jajko, current Vice President, now becomes President Elect also and
will become President at the annual meeting in November, when MELA will
elect another Vice President/President Elect.

The text of the Bylaws incorporating adopted amendments and appropriate
editorial changes follows,
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MIDDLE EAST LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION

BYLAVWS

ARTICLE I. NAME AND NATURE

Section 1, Name

The name of. the organization shall be the Middle East Livbrarians
Association,

Section 2, Nature

The Association shail ve a private, non-profit, non-political
organization of librarians and others interested in those aspects
of librarianship which support the study of or dissemination of
information about the iMiddle East since the rise of Islam, The
area significd shall be considered to include those countries from
Morocco through Pakistan as well as other arcas in the dominions
of the Arab, Ottoman, or lughul empires.

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

It shall be the purpose of the Middle East Librarians Association
to facilitate communication among Members through mcetings and
publications; to improve the quality of area librarianship through
the devclopment of standards for the profession and education of
Middle East library specialists; to compile and disseminate infor-
mation concerning Middle East libraries and collections and repre-
sent the judgment of the MNembers in matters affecting them; to
encourage cooperation among Members and Middle East libraries,
especially in the acquisition of materials and the development of
bibliographic controls; to cooperate with other library and area
organizations in projects of mutual concern and benefit; to promote
research in and development of indexing and automated techniques
as appliced to liddle East materials.

ARTICLE I11I. MEMBERSHIP

Section 1, Categories of Membership

Membership in the liiddle East Librorians Association shall be of
two categories: Professional and Associate.
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N ARTICLE III., MEMBERSHIP (cont.)

Section 1. Categories of Membership {cont.)

A. Any person who is employed full-time by an institution to
service Middle East library materials in a professional ca-
pacity (selection, acquisition, cataloging, reference work
and/or preparation of research tools) shall be eligible for
professional nembership.

B. Those eligible for Associate membership shall include:
1. a person preparing for, unemployed or on leave for more
than one year, or retired from a professional position

dealing with iiiddle East library materials

2. a person, institution, or organization interested in the
purposes of this organization

Section 2, Election to Membership

Both categories of Members shall be elected by either of the
following methods:

N A. approval of a majority of the Executive Board in session or
by correspondence

B. approval of a majority of the Professional Members present at
any business session,

Scction 3, Privileges of liembers

A. Both categories of Members may attend all meetings of the
Association and participate in discussions and programs. All
members may attend committee meetings not designated as closed,
out only committee members may vote in committee deliberations.

B. Both categories of membership shall be eligible to serve on
committces with the exception of committees designated as spe-
cial by the Execcutive Board. Only Professional lembers nay
serve on these comuittees,

C. Both categories of members shall be cntitled to receive all
publications of the Association, including:

1. minutes of meetings
2., notices of ncetings

3. agenda of mcetings
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ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP (cont.)

Scction 3, Privileges of Members (cont.)

C. Both categorics of members shall be entitled to receive all
publications of the Association, including: (cont.)

4, rosters of lembers and Committee Members
5. bylaws and amendnents
6. all official organs.,
D. Only Professional lMembers may serve as Officers of the Associ-
ation and vote in elections and meetings. Associate lMembers

appointed to a conmittee may vote in the deliberations of that
comriittee.

Section 4, Dues

Members may be required to pay such annual dues as voted by a
majority of the Professional Members in person or by nmail.

Section 5, Term of lembership

Membership shall ve on a calendar year basis and continuous unless
resigned by the liember or revoked in accordance with the provisions
of Article III, Section 6.

Section 6. Resirnations or Removal of Members

A. Any lember may resign at any time, forfeiiing dues paid for the
balance of the year.

B. A membership held in either of the two categories may be revoked
by:

1. a majority of the Professional Members present at any business
session, in which case current dues would be returned

2. the Secretary-Treasurer if the liember is more than twelve
months in arrears of dues,

ARTICLE IV. ORGANIZATIOW

Section 1., Officers

The Officers of the Association shall consist of the following:

(a3)
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ARTICLE IV. ORGANIZATION

Section 1, Officers (cont,)

A. President, whose duties shall include:

‘l

2.

chairing the mcetings of the Association and the Executive
Board

representing the organization on appropriate occasions or
R e
in correspondance as necessary.

B. Vice President, whose duties shall include:

1.

2,

3.

4.

chairing the mectings of the Association in the absence of
the President

conducting the program portion of the annual meeting
chairing the Program Committee

carrying out all and any other duties delegated to him/her by
the President,

Secretary-Treasurer, whose duties shall include:

1.

recording and subnitting to all Members, by mail, the minutes
of the annual meeting and any other meeting of the lembership
or of the Executive Board

notifying all Hembers of the date, time, place and agenda for
all meetings of the Association

publishing the list of Members and the rosters cf committees
within the Association at least once a year

carrying on the correspondence of the Association excepting that
requiring the signature of the President

collecting from cach Member such dues as are voted by the
Membership and notifying Members in arrears

revoking the membership of any Member more than twelve months
in arrears of dues

payiné all invoices charged to the Association
submitting annually an account of the finances of the Asso-
ciation, cither at the annual meeting or by mail, to all

Members

maintaining subscription files and collecting revenues from
non-member subscribers to publications of the Association,
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ARTICLE IV. ORGANIZATION (cont,)

Section 1, Officers (cont.)

D. bditor, whose duties shall include:

1. gathering and disseminating news of Members and news of
interest to liembers

2. selecting articles of interest to licmbers subnitted by
liembers or others

3. publishing the aforementioned items and articles at least
annually in the official organ which shall be called MELA

Hotes

4, publishing and editing all other official publications of
the Association,

Section 2. Executive Board

The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice President,
Secretary-Treasurcer, xditor, immediate past President, and other
Officers as may be added by the Membershio. It shall ncet prior

to each business neeting of the Association to prepare the agenda
and acl on any nccessary business and at any other time at the call
of the President or by a majority of the liembers of the 3oard. Such
neeting rmay be in person or via correspondence, Three-fifths of the
kbxecutive Board shall constitute a quorum, The Zxecutive Board

may make appointments to rnenbership in both categorics, apnoint-
nents to all committees not otherwise provided for in these 3ylaws,
and nay appoint intlerin Officers to fill vacaoncies.

Scction 3, Election of Officers

Officers shall be elected frow the Professional lienbers in good
stonding by a najority of the Professional tembers prescnt at the
annual meeting. The elcction shall be by secret ballot from a

list of two or nore candidates for each vacancy provided by the
ilominating Comnmittece with the provision for additional nominations
from the liembership. The votes shall be tallied by the President
and verificd by the Hxecutive Board. After verification the recsults
1ill be made. kno'm to the Hewbership, All ballots will be preserved
for a period of sixty days to allow for a recount if called for.
After this period the ballots will e destroyed.
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ARTICLE IV, ORGANIZATION (cont.)

Section 4, Terms of Office

The term of office for the President and the Vice President shall

be onc year, with the Vice President becoming President the following
year. The Secretary-Treasurer shall serve for a term of three years
and may not succeed him/herself in that position. Tue Editor shall
serve for a term of three years and may not serve in that position

for more than two successive terms., Terms of office for other Officers
shall be determined at the time of creation of their positions.

Section 5, Compensation

Officers serving voluntarily shall not receive compensation for
their services, They may request from the Secretary-Treasurer
reimbursement of expenses for materials needed in connection with
the performance of their duties.

Scction 6, Resignation of Officers

Any Officer may resign at any time. The Executive Board may appoint
any Professional Fember in good standing to serve the remaining
portion of a vacant term. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the
President, the Vice President will assume the office of President
immediately and will serve the unfilled portion of the vacated term.
Time thus served will not count us one of the two successive terms
permitted each President. The vacancy in the Vice President's posi-
tion will be filled by the aprointment of an interim Vice President
who shall serve until a new Vice President is elected at the next
neeting of the association. This appointment will be made by tiae
“xecutive Board.

Section 7. Additional Officers

The lembers may elect such additional Officers or appoint such agents
or envloyces, and determine their terms of office and compensation,
if any, as they may decem advisable.

Section 8. Comnmittces

Committces shall be established as nceded.

A. Program Committlce

The Program Committee shall be a pernancat standing committee,
composed of the Vice President, as chairman, and at least two
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ARTICLE IV. ORGANIZATIOHN (cont.)

section 8. Cornittces (cont.)

A. Program Committee (cont.)

Members appointed for a term of one year by the Executive
Board. A liember may serve no more than two terms in succes-
sion on the Program Committce, The Committee shall be
appointed at the annual meeting to plan the program for

the annual meeting of the following year.

B. Nominating Comnittce

The Executive Board shall constitute the Nominating Committee.
At least one month prior to an election, the Nominating Com-
mittee shall present to the Membership a minimun of two candi-
dates for each vacancy to be filled.

C. Other Committees

The Executive Board in session or by correspondence or the
Professional Fembers in any business session may constitute
such other cornmittees with such functions, powers, and duties
as the constituting body shall provide. mach such committee
shall enact rules and regulations for 1its government, The
names of the members of each committee and their terms of
office shall be made known to the liembers of the Association
at least annually by the Secretary-Treasurer.

ARTICLE V. MEETINGS

Section 1. Frequency of lieetings

The Members shall mcet at lecast once each year at such places and
times as designated by the Executive Doard. If possible, the annual
meeting shall be concurrent with the annual mceting of the Middle
East Studies Association of North America, Inc., which has extended
its conference facilitics to the organization gratis.

Section 2. Form of Annual lieeting

The annual meeting shall normally consist of two parts: a business
session and a projran.

A. Business Session

The busincss session shall be under the chairmanshib of the
President, or the Vice President in the absence of the former.

N
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ARTICLE V. MEETINGS (cont.)

Section 2, Form of Annual Meeting (cont.)

A. Business Session (cont.)

One quarter of the Professional ilembers shall constitute a
quorum. Associate liembers and othcr observers may attend
this session but must be seated in a section separate from
the Professional Members so that the President may know those
wvho are eligible to vote. Associate Members and obscrvers
nay not vote in the business session.

B. Program

The prosran shall be under the chairmanship of the Vice Presi-
dent, or zny member of the Program Committee in the absence

of the former. The program shall be open to all interested
persons.

C. Discussion groups

Discussion groups may be scheduled at the time of the annual
meeting whenever a topic meriting discussion by the mewmbers

is proposcd by the Brxecutive Poard or by petition to the Exe-
cutive Board by five or more members, Discussion groups will
normally be confined to topics concerning the practical aspects
of Middle East librarianship. Such discussion groups will be
open to all interested parties, liembers and non-members, unless
designated othervise,

Section 3, Additional Mcetings

If necessary, additional meetings may be held on the dates and at
the places determined by the Executive Board,

Section 4., HNotices of lieetings

I'otices of all mcetings shall be mailed to all lembers at least
thirty days prior to nmeetings,

ARTICLE VI. CONDUCT OF MEETIGS

The conduct of all ncetings shall be governcd by Robert‘s Rules of
Order, Revised.
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ARTICLE VII. AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS
Section 1. Proposal of Amendments
Anendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by:
A. the Executive Board in session or by correspondence
B. petition signecd by one-fifth of all the Hembers, without regard
to category of membership
Section 2, Discussion of Amendments
All proposed amendments shall be placed on the agenda and discussed
at the first annual meeting following their proposal, provided
the lMembers have received copies of the proposed amendments at
lcast thirty days prior to the meceting.
N
Section 3, Adoption of Amendments
After discussion, all proposed amendments must bc submitted to the
Professional Menbers for approval. They shall be considered adopted
if a simple majority of the total Profcesional menbership approves:
A, in person at the annual mceting
B. on a ballot, submitted by mail by the Sccretary-Treasurer, who
shall allow gsixty days for returns.
Section 4, Effective Date of Amendments
Amendments shall becone effective immediately upon adoption, unless
otherwvise provided for at the time of voting.
N

Adopted: June 1, 1978
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Summary of Proposed Amendments Not Passed. (By item no.)

1) Art. I, Sect. 2. Nature. To drop and add some modifiers of MELA's
sphere of interest.

2) Art. III, Sect. 2. Election to lembership. &ntirely revised to provide
for approval by majority of lMembers present at a business session
or by interim approval of Secretary-Treasurer until ratified .

3) Art, ITI, Sect. 3. Privileges of Members., Deleting "hoth categories
of Member:sehips" In parts A, B and C, and "only Professional
Members" :.n part U'. To substitute in each case "all Members."
Deletions in Parts B and D to provide all rights for all Members.

L) Art. III, Sect. L. Dues. Delete the word "Professional."

) Art. III, Sect. 6. Resignations or Removal of Members. Deletions
in part B to remove distinctions between categories of membership.

8) Art. IV, Sect. 3. Flection of Officers. Add preliminary sentence:
"Election to all cffices, other than to the Presidency, to which
the Vice Vresident automatically succeeds, shall be held at the
ammual meeting." Delete "Professional® from next sentence, and
sentence cn the tellying of votes and their verification.

10) Art. IV, Sect. 6. Resignation of Officers. Delete "Professional."
Delete sentence beginning "Time thus served..." and insert after
"vacated term" the phrase "as well as his own term the following
year."

11) Art. IV, Sect. 8, Part B, Committees (Nominating Committee).
Delete the first sentence and replace with: "The Nominating
Committee shall consist of three members who shall be elected at
the annual meeting for a period of one year. The perscn receiving
the most votes shall be Chairperson and Recorder."

12) Art., IV, Sect. 8, Part C. Other Committees. Delete "Professional."
Delete sertence beginning "Each such committee..."

13) Art. V, Sect. ¢, Part A, Form of Annual Meeting (Business Session),
Rewriting more concisely to define quorum as 15 members.

1) Art. V, Sect. 3. Additional Meetings. Minor semantics.

15) Art. VII, Sect. 1, Part B, Proposal of Amendments (by petition).
Delete "without repard to category of membership."

16) Art. VII, Sect. 3. Adoption of Amendments. Deletions of "Professional."

COLLATION FOR TEE NOTES: MELA Program at Ann Arbor, University of Michigan,
November 8, 1978.  The program portion of the MELA meeting will consist of
reports on Library of Congress activities in Middle East librarianship. It
is expected that Mike Albin, LC's Middle East Field Director, will attend,
and that one part of the program will be his report on the activities of
the Cairo IC office.

The major portion of the program will consist of a report by the Program
Committee, on current and planned Library of Congress activities, practises,
and policies in Middle East librarianship. This report will be based on the
two-day conference held at the Library of Congress on 6~7 July, 1978, The
conference was attended by tre following MELA members, who constitute the 1578
Program Committee: Zdward A. Jajko, Ch., Fawzi Khoury (ex. off.), John Filts,
Chris Filstrup, Dennis Hyde, Francine Mcilulty and Eric Ormsby .«

(Collation cont. on p.2h)
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Annual Membership List - 1978.

PROFESSIONAL:

Abdulrazak, Fawzi, Middle East Department, Harvard College Library,
Cambridge, MA 02138, 617/L95-2L37.

Abraham, Midhat D. Univ, of Washington Libraries, FM-25, 3eattle, WA 98195.
Tel.: 206/543~1882

Ahmad, Riaz. Oriental Studies Collection, Univ, of Arizona Library, Tucson, AR
85721,  602/88L-3695.,

Aivazian, A. Gia. Research Library, Univ. of California--Los fAngeles;
los Angeles, CA 9002L, 213/825-4019.

Albin, Michael W. Field Director, Library of Congress Office, American Embassy -,
Box 10. FPO New York 09527.

Atiyeh, George N, African and Middle Eastern Division, Research Services,
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540. 202/L26-5407.

Auchterlonie, J. Paul., Univ. of Lancaster library, Bailrigs, Lancaster
LAl LYH  England.

Behn, Wolfgang. Orientalische Abteilung, Staatsbibliothek, Postfach 11407,
1 Berlin 30, Germany. 030-266-2413,

Bickett, Brenda E. Georgetown Univ. Library, Washington, D3 20007. 202/625-6175.

Chen, Shao-Yu, Catalog Division, Univ., of Washington Libraries, Seatile, WA 98195.

Cooper, Richard 5. Collection Development Office, General Library, Univ. of
California--Berkeley, Berkeley, CA 94720, L15/6L2-0956.,

Craig, Bruce D. Regenstein Library, Univ. of Chicago, 1100 E. 57th St.,
Chicago, IL 60637, 312/753-L392.

Derrick, Anya., W2lO Pattee Library, Pennsylvania State Univ., University Park, PA
16802, 81L/863-0322,

Dukas, Martha. Middle East Collection, Academic Center, Em. 29, Univ. of Texas
at Austin, Austin, TX 78712, 512/471-L675.

Eilts, John A, Near Fast Division, Univ, of Michigan Library, Ann Arbor, IMI
48109. 313/764-7555. (Home: 313/761-57Ll)

Filstrup, E, Christian. Middle Fast Section, Oriental Division, New York Public
Library, Fifth Ave. & L2nd St. New York, NY 10018. 212/790-6335.

Gibbons, Virginia. Catalogue Division, Princeton University Library,
P.0., Box 190, Princeton, NJ 0850,

Heineck, Janet P, Regenstein Library, Room 560, Univ. of Chicago, 1100 E. 57th St.,
Chicago IL, 60637. 312/753-3478  and 312/753-L4370.

Hopwood, Derek. Middle East Library, St. Antony's College, Oxford Univ.,
Oxford, 0X2 6JF England, 59896,

Hyde, J. Dennis. Van Pelt Library, Univ. of Pennsylvania, 3Lth & Walnut,
Philadelphia, PA 1910L4. 215/594-6675.

Jajko, Bdward A. Yale Univ. Library, New Haven, CT 06520. 203/L36-L816.

Jwaideh, Zuhair E. Near Fastern & African Law Division, Litrary of Congress,
Washington, DC 205L40.  202/L26-5075.

Kasow, Harriet F., Library & Documentation Unit, Truman Research Institute,
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel. 02~273-313. .

Khoury, Fawzi W. Univ. of Washington Libraries, Seattle, WA 98195, 206/543-1919.

Landaver, Hollis G, Catalog Dept., Robarts Library, Univ. of Toronto, Toronto,
Ontario M5S 1A5 Canada.

Littlefield, David W. Subject Cataloging Division, Processing Services,
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540. 202/723-9527.



MELA NOT3S 15, October, 1978 15

Lyon, Shirley A, Regenstein Library, Univ. of Chicago, 1100 E, 57th St.,
Chicago, IL 60637. 312/753-3L57.

McClintock, Marsha I, Ohio State Univ. Main Library, 1858 Neil Ave. Mall,
Columbus, OH 13210, 61L/L22-631l. 3

McDermott, Martin J. Bibliotheque Crientale, Universite St. Joseph,
B.P. 293, Beirut, Lebanon. 220-583.

McNulty, Francine. Middle East Dept., Harvard College Library, Cambridge,
MA 02138, 617/L495-2L37.

Madden, John M. Catalogue Division, Princeton Univ. Library, P.0. Box 190,
Princeton, NJ 08540.

Mahmud, "halil. Kashim Ibrahim Library, Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, Nigeria.

Majaj, Hanneh Saleh. U,S. Information Center Library, P.O. Box 2L15,
Amman, Jordan.

Martinez, Mehry. Ladjevardi Foundation Library, Iran Center for Manage-
ment Studies, 2.0. Box 11-1573, Tehran, Iran. 685001, ext. 69.
Martinez, Pat. Technical Serwices Dept., Central Library and Documentation

Center, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran. 6112842,

Michna, Richard S. Dept. of Books Selection for Research, Robarts Library,
Univ. of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A5 Canada. L416/928-4820.
Nabti, Michel, Trancos Cottage/Wilbur. Stanford Univ. Stanford, CA 9L305.

Michols, Mary. Middle East Collection, Academic Center, Room 29, Univ. of
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ADIRESSES, ESSAYS, LECTURES:

Received too late for inclusion in MOTES 1l were supplements to the
first two articles. Volfgang Behn modifies and expands his next to final
paragraph. Miroslav Krek sends description of a recently received manuscript.

Supplement to "Persian Literature Published in Europe in the Sixties and
Seventies," (See NOTES 1L, p. 7, revised here) by Wolfgang Behn

At the moment it is difficult to make a meaningful evaluation of the
Persian publications outside Iran., But a few words must be said about the
magnitude of Persian printing, even though it is realized that quantity alone
is no sound criterion for evaluating literature. In the course of compiling
a bibliography of Persian exile literature the writer recently identified
366 Furopean monographs of the years 1972 to 1977, totalling almost 41,000
pages; that is to say, disregarding serials (of which there are at least 81)
as well as the translations of Marx's, Engels', Lenin's, Stalin's and Mao's
works (more than 3,200 pages altogether), the average title amounts to 112
pages, the actual size ranging from 7 to 700 pages.

Apart from the Iuropean publications there are also works being published
in the United States. In two monograph series at least 120 titles have been
published in Houston, Texas, as well as in Springfield, Missouri, and
Belleville, Illinois. Certainly some additional material is being published
independently. It is probably safe to assume that at least since 1968 some
hundred Persian underground titles are being produced annually everywhere.
Vhether a qualitative analysis of this type of literature will attest to its
importance remains to be seen, but the situation in Iran being what it is,
no objective study can be done solely on the basis of what emanates from the
Iranian printing presses.

Wolfgang Behn is Referent fir Iranistik at the Staatsbibliothek, Preussischer
Kulturbesitz, Berlin.
®
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Supplement to "Middle Zastern Manuscripts in the Brandeis University Library,"
by Miroslav Krek

12. Accession number: (nos. discontinued). Language: Coptic (Bohairic) and
Arabic,
cCoptic liturgy and prayers. 7 leaves from larger work(s)s Coptic
(Bohairic) and Arabic.

Contents:
clrva c2h69:-2h7 Incipit: u_..l:\)L.J‘ u‘SJ SL‘J_)‘” JS U‘L‘ JL:.J‘ &U‘ C,.J‘
c2YVa cl?é?:"l?? " L'JL..._,;-‘j Lot J.Q,Jo J—-o_l: EUa;-J\ u:-.Uim
e3rva cIllegibles " oMo Al OV FL e,y Gudadl
clirvs 152-153 " sl G b W e WY Gae i
:51‘V: CL csics " JKH) C/‘_.:‘Jn _)':.““’" ;_)..J-u} ;..:d.ﬁ‘ JJJ‘:J‘ ;;‘.3
::61'V= ::177?‘-178: n r—d N:a‘.; JLG-bY| J""J‘]‘} .,'L:..):_” J“"J“H
e7rva 196-197 n &'L}.A)L csics 2,,!.....)‘ i ) u:l";‘“ U&‘}

13th to lth centuries. (3)

Seript: Coptic, fairly large uncial in dark sepia ink; Arabic, also rather
large and clear, sparingly vowelled but dotted naskh. The 7 folios measure
w 11,8 x h 16 cm; written surface about w 10 x h 1 cm. Text is arranged
in two columns Coptic on left, Arabic on right, 1l lines to page. Red is
used in 1etters\P s b, in initials, headings, punctuations 2 , compendia
and in numerals. OSome source indications in margins are also in red.
Chapters appearing on fols, CL esics v bottom and ¢1777> r bottom read
respectively: TANAYAPANTE WiaTidcKYpirhoc DS e At

and OYEYALEN ENCa WeNuuTeTb6€CW°CWS? .

S VR M Y V1) N T VU P
Small ornaments in red and yellow are found middle top margin within abbrevi-
ations 1Y X¥ for 1HCoT XPICTOY apparently starting quires 15 and
12 csica respectively. The numerals which are iocated in the top inner
corners would indicate that what we have here are perhaps folios of two
works of one scribe bound together or a misnumbering. ghe paper is thick
and light brown in color. The binding consists of beige paper over card-
board with lightly embossed flower and grape motif. Leather spine. The
binding is of a later date.

Provenance: Gift of Maury A. Bromsen, member of the Society of Bibliophiles
at Brandeis University, 1978. Formerly owned by Wilberforce Eames and

llugo Paltsits of the New York Public Library, whose signatures appear on

the front flyleaf, the signature of the latter with the date April, 1907.
Maisonneuve's emblem "A la tour de Babel" is pasted in inner front cover
with references in pencil given to Guilmoto 5946 and Maisonneuvem 1891

Cat. 65'360

Note added to this article: (3) Card attached dates®the ms. as 9th-10th century.
This dating would be difficult to justify. Bilingual liturgical works did
not come into prominence until the 12th century. Comparison with other mss,
seems to indicate that the ornamental flourishes start at a later date.

Miroslav Krek is Head cof Acquisitions in the Brandeis Univ,. Library, Waltham, MA.
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Al-Zahiriyah, by Michael W, Albin

There is no question that certain buildings, the diir al-‘ilm, deserve
respect for the part they have played in accommodating scientific activity
in the service of civilization and progress. One of these structures
devoted to the pursuit of learning is the Zshiriyah School which bears the
name of the father of its founder, the Mamluk al-lMalik al-Zahir Baybars
(r. 658-676/1260-1277). Construction began in 676/1277 and the building
was opened in the following year. The Zahiriyah was considered one of
Damascus! most important schools. Classes were conducted in the Qur'an,
hadith, figh, sources of Islamic law, philosophy, medicine, mathematics,
the physical sciences, history and literature. The Zahiriyah is located
in the ‘Amirah district at BZb al-Barid, across the street from Madrassah
‘AdlTyah, today the headquarters of the Arabic Language Academy (Majma®
al-Lughah al-‘ArabIyah bi-Dimashq). In the mid-1870's the Zahiriyah
witnessed a transformation after having been distinguished as a center
for legal scholars, hadith specialists, grammarians, historians and men
of letters for a period of seven centuries. The building began to take in
young students. A notice was hung on the door announcing it as the
al-Malik al-Zahir School (Madrassah). Thus the Zahiriyah became an official
part of the modernizing educational system. Its manuscripts became subject
to theft and sale in and out of Damascus., This pilferage of wa%f manuscripts
continued until a ruling was passed to collect books into a public library
in the turbah of al-Malik al-Zahir, the Zahiriyah building, to print an
acquisition book (daftiran bi-asmi' al-kutub) and to appoint custodians.

The library was opened to all and the stage of book acquisitions began.
Afterward the library was joined to the Awgaf Bureau which also had author-
ity for the other public libraries until the advent of the Arab Government
on the 19th of February, 1919. At that time it was attached to the Educa-
tion Administration (DIwdn al-Ma‘3rif). The Administration was concerned
with book matters and reading and required that the entire Zahiriyah building
be devoted to library purposes. This directive was published in the press
on March 20, 1919: "The Arab Government has resolved on the foundation of a
library (dir lil-kutub) in this capital for which will be acquired worthwhile
books, both old and new, both in manuscript and in printed form in various
sciences and arts, in Arabic and other languages for the purpose of facili-
tating the study for the Arab nation of the most beneficial sciences and
literature. Whoever has books of this sort and wishes to sell them should
inform the Fducation Administration. A price will be agreed upon and paid
without hesitation or delay. To this effect this announcement is published."
The library was Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyah and was attached to the Arab
Science Academy (al-Majma® al-‘IlmT al-‘Arabi) which was formed in June, 1919.
However, the Dar al-Kutub remained confined to the dome of the Zahiriyah
where there was a storeroom for books and a reading hall., Administratively
and fiscally it was linked, along with the Arab Science Academy, to the
Syrian University.

As the number of readers grew, the Academy was forced to convert its
large hall at the Diwan al-‘Adliyah al-Sham3lI, across the street, into a
reading room. Thé unity of the library was split because of the continued
presence of the elementary school in the building. The Acadery sought to get
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i@ of the school in order to restore the structure and free it for books. S
It also sought budgetary and administrative independence from the University.
The elementary school was finally moved at the end of 1927. Refurbishing of
the building followed. The Academy began to furnish the library with manu-
scripts, printed books and serials, making it more attractive to readers.
Copying of rare Arabic manuscripts from libraries in Europe and elsewhere was
accomplished sometimes by hand and sometimes by photography. In 1937 the
Zahiriyah library was organized into two sections, one devoted to school
assigmments and general reading and the other to the study of the rarer mater-
ials with the object of scholarly publishing. Today the library still has two
reading rooms, a large hall for the use of young readers who profit from the
quiet surroundings to do their homework or study for exams, and a smaller room,
equipped with reference works for the use of researchers pursuing studies
based on the library's manuscripts.

The Zahiriyah contains several bookstacks. There is the stack for the
large collection of precious manuscripts covering all scientific and literary
fields. These were written between the 9th and 19th centuries. The collec-
tion is reckoned to number 12,000 volumes, but as Zahiriyah director M&jid
al-Dhahabi points out, individual works bound together might number as many
as 50,000, At present the library does not acquire manuscripts either by gift
or purchase. The reason lies in the inflexible bureaucracy of the Arabic
Language Academy under whose administration the Zahiriyah falls, and the small
amount of money available to acquire manuscripts in the market place where
owners prefer to deal with merchants offering high prices. In this fashion
intellectual treasures are lost., On the other hand, the most frequently used
manuscripts have been photographed so as to preserve the original copy. All
the manuscripts photographed have film copies on deposit at the Arab Language
Academy. The Academy attempts to have further copies made from the negatives,
also with the object of preserving the original. Mr. al-DhahabI says that the
entire collection is now in the process of being filmed. The manuscripts have
been cataloged and the catalogs, arranged by subject, have been printed. The
catalogs are available at libraries the world over. Through their use foreign
scholars can obtain photographs of any manuscript by mail. The Academy sets
the price of photographing so as merely to recover operating costs. It costs
a quarter of a Syrian pound (roughly g 0.25) for a two-page shot on microfilm
and a half-pound for a paper copy. The library responds to photographing
requests within two days. The manuscripts have recently been moved to a cement
storeroom equipped with modern fire extinguishers. The previous depository
was the crypt of al-Malik al-ZZhir and al-lfelik al-Sa‘id. There are several
problems still involved in handling the manuscripts, however. They are subject
to deterioration because there are no specialists to give them proper care,
for, unfortunately, Syria possesses no training center for instructing techni-
cians in conservation and restoration., There is a need for young people to go
abroad for training. Moreover, the manuscripts continue to be consuned by
rodents and insects. The library is exposed to the threat of fire at all times.
Surrounding it are a woodworking shop, a paper warehouse, a textile works,
and a bakery. It is therefore necessary to try to remove these threatening
activities from the library's vicinity.

The printed book section is the second stack division of the library.
There are about 65,000 books and Lk,000 serial volumes dispersed in three ~
subdivisions, one for books, a second for magazines and a third for newspapers.
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Each book bears two numbers, the general or accession number and the specific
number, or the number assigned according to size. The catalog enters books
under authors and titles. A subject catalog is nearing completion. The
periodical stacks contain newspapers and magazines and all manner of reports
in Arabic and other languages.

Books can be used only within the library; it is not permitted to take
a book from the premises, Up until about twenty years ago readers could
take books home and return them when they had finished., low, to protect the
books and keep them available for the largest number of readers, the books
are not circulated. The library may have multiple copies of Syrian publi-
cations. According to Mr., al-DhahabI, the Syrian publication law requires
that five copies of each work published in the country be deposited with
the Ministry of Education. The Ministry often passes as many as three of
these deposit copies to the Zahiriyah., Yowever, a perusal of the quarterly
accessions list (al-Nashrah al-MaktabIyah bi-Kutub al-Waridah ilZ Dar al-
Kutub al-Z&hirTysh) shows that the library must purchase many current Syrian
imprints, although rost publications of the Ministry of Culture, a major
sponsor of literary works, arrive at the library as gifts.

The library has two reading rooms. The AmIr MustafZ al-ShihabI Room
is the general reading room. It has a capacity of 200 and is generally used
by students. It is open from 8 am to 7:30 pm. The Shaykh Tahir al-Jazd'irI
Room is reserved for researchers. Reading room shelves contain references
and text editions for the convenience of readers. The hours are from § am
until 2 pm. Subject catalogs to the manuscripts are published by the
Arabic Language Academy. To date catalogs have appeared for history,
Shafi‘ite jurisprudence, medicine and pharmacy, geography, Qur'an science,
poetry, astronomy, philosophy, logic, mathematics, grammar and rhetoric.

Although lMr. al-Dhahabl asserts that the library is changing over to
DDC, its collection is still largely classed according to a list of eighteen
major categories devised by Youssef Eche. These categories are Qur'an
sciences, hadith, kalam, fiogh, Islamic sects and Sufism, non-Islamic
religions, general works (encyclopaedias, dictionaries, etc.), philosophy,
pure sciences, fine arts, Arabic language sciences, foreign languages,
Arabic literature (including criticism, literary history, general works on
prose and poetry, dawdwin and literary works translated into Arabic),
foreign literature, nistory, geography and the social sciences. (1)

The Zahiriyah has up-to-date equipment for microfilming and photocopying
and has two microfilm readers. The library can furnish scholars anywhere in
the world with photo-or micro-copies of works in the collection.

There has been an increase in recent days in the interest shown by
readers and researchers toward the library. Despite administrative limita-
tions, services have increased with the increasing demands. Within two or
three years, when the Arabic Language Academy's new quarters are opened on
Ummayad Square, the Zahiriyah library expects to expand into the ‘Adliyah,
a building of comparable size., Additional pressure will be relieved in the
mid-1980's when the new Asad National Library, groundbreaking for which
took place on July 6, 1978 at Ummayad Square, is opened to the public.
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It remains only to say that the Zahiriyah Library has been and remains
one of those houses of knowledge which has produced scholars without number
in the religious and secular sciences. These scholars have played an impor-
tant part in the intellectual and spiritual world for seven centuries. To
preserve the library building is to preserve a part of the Syrian intellec-
tual and cultural history, yet what is of still greater importance is the
restoration of the library's priceless manuscripts.

Zahiriyah Library Statistics. )
Year Printed Books Manuscripts - Visitors Books Used

1880 : 53 24,00
1919 1181 2833
1928 9296 3730 | :
1973 57308 11860 21782 18236
1977 63789 11899 (A) 50800 (B) 23706

A. 2778 manuscripts were used in 1977; in the same year 1810 were photographed.
B, 250 scholars used the manuscript collections in 1977.

Notes to this article: (1) The article (in Tishrin) mentions only seventeen
main headings. 1 was unable to verify the system on a visit to the Zahiriyah,
but I suspect the missing heading is for the applied sciences.

This report is based on an article in Tishrin, a pelitical daily newspaper
published in Damascus, which appeared on July 26, 1978.

Michael W. Albin is Field Director of the Library of Congress office, Cairo.

COLLATION FOR THE NOTES: (Continued from p. 13) The Arab Librarians' Meeting
in Baghdad, December, 1977.

ALECS0 Conference Held in Baghdad. ,

In response to an invitation from the Arab League Educational, Cultural
and Scientific Organization, the second Conference for Arab Bibvliographers met
in Baghdad on December 3-12, 1977, to discuss organization developments and
achievements since the first conference held in Riyadh at the end of November,
1973, There were representatives from Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Pahrein, Yemen,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Sudan, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and Scmalia.
Also attending were observers from other organizations including the American
University in Cairo, the Hiddle Iast Librarians Association (Fawzi XKhoury,
University of Washington), and ALECSO's bibliographic expert, Saad M. el-Hagrasy,
who is also consultant to the Library of Congress Office in Cairo.

Discussions and recommendations centered around four main issues.

The conference endorsed the rules for International Standard Bibliographic
Description embodied in Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, chapter 6 revised,
prepared in Arabic by Mr. el-Hagrasy and published oy ALECSO late in 1976,
The conference recormended that all the chapters be translated and adapted

so as to have a complete Arabic code following ISBD. It was also urged that
the departments of librarianship at Arab universities undertake the responsi-
bility of teaching this code and training Arab bibliographers and catalogers
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in its avplication., The conference also approved the nroject undertaken by
ALZC50 in collaboration with the Cairo University Scientific Computation
Center to prepare a unified list of entries for Arab authors with references,
making use of data available at the Library of Congress Office in Cairo.

The conference supported unification of efforts to compile a standard
Arabic 17st of subject headings, and urged ALECSO to take steps ‘o prepare
and publish this list, as well as a standard list of descriptors in the
field of libraries and information.

Foting that the several Arabic translations and revisions of the Dewey
Decimal Ulassification do not serve the purpose of creating a unified system
of classification of Arabic works, the conference took a stand against more
translations and revisions, and urged the drawing up of a unified Arabic
plan of classification in accordance with the principles and experiences of
ALECSO since the 1973 Riyadh conference.

With reference to bibliographic work, the conference made a number of
recommendations, including the endorsement of the Arabic version of the
Library of Congress “ARC Serials format prepared by Mr. el-Hagrasy, to be
used in projects in Arab countries for preparing a union list of serials.

Mote copied from LC Information Bulletin, April 21, 1978, p. 2652663 by
Saad M. el-Hagrasy. Used by permission of the writer.

Library of Congress Officials Welcome MELA Delegates, July, 1978. In the
August 4 issue of the LC Information bulletin (p. Lo2-LbL) there is an
illustrated write-up of the MELA visit to LC. Librarian of Congress Daniel
Joorstin greeted the delegates at an opening day luncheon, Guoting now:
"Library staff who participated included Frank M. ¥cGowan, director for
acquisitions and overseas operations, Processing Services, and acting director
for area studies, Research Services; Robert Sullivan, chief, Order Division;
Mathan Einhorn, chief, Exchange and Gift Division (F&G); Susan Sayre, head of
the African and Asian Section, 7%CG; Rodney Sarle, chief of the Overseas Opera-
tions Division, who was the Library's liaison to MALA for t“is program, and
John C, Crawford, assistant chief of that division. Lucia J. Rather, director
for cataloging, Processing Services, was vresent, and from her area, Mary K.
Pietris, chief, Subject Cataloging Division; subject cataloger David Littlefield;
Ben Tucker, principal cataloger, Descriptive Cataloging Division; and, from the
same division, Laurie Smith, head, Miscellaneous Languages Section, CONSER
operations coordinator Dorothy Clasby represented the Serial Record Division.
Zuhair Jwaideh, chief, Near Iast and African Law Division; John Finzi, assis-
tant director for the development of the collections, Research 3ervices; James
Agenbroac, Bibliographic Systems Office; tlobert Davis, administrative assistant
to Mr, McGowan; and Julian "itherell, recently named chief of the new African
and Middle East Division, also participated. From the Orientalia Division
came Warren Tsuneishi, chief; George ftiyeh, head, MNear East Section; Lawrence
Harwick, head, Hebraic Section; Dorothy Stehle, Arabic HUC Project; and Abraham
Bodurgil, Ibrahin Pourhadi, and George Selim, all area specialists in the Near
Hast Section,"

Columbus ladio Hearing Music of Araby. Marsha McClintock writes of an inter-
esting effort to interpret Near tastern culture. She reports: "Three friends
and myself now have a weekly half hour Arab music radio show on a local station.
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It's a lot of fun and is very good for comminity awareness and understanding.
We do several spots a week introducing the culture and literature of the area,
which is wide and varied indeed."

Press Release from LC's Overseas Operations Division Office, (Rec'd 9-18~78)

In the November 18, 1977 issue of the LC Information Sulletin, the Library
asked for comments from the library community on the desirability of a project
whereby cataloging records for materials written in the vernacular scripts of
Soutnh Asia would be issued in fully romanized form only, thus allowing input
of these records to machine-readable form. The corments that the Library re-
ceived were generally positive. Consequently, the Library proceeded to consider
further the project implementation and to revise its procedures and routines to
accormodate the change. The details have been finalized and the first phase
of the project is scheduled for implementation on October 2, 1978. On that day
the Library's field office in New Delhi, India, will begin preparing its entries
for the accessions lists and thus the preliminary cards in romanization only.
For the near future, items in the vernacular already in the pipeline, whether
in New Delhi or Washington, will not be revised and thus will still appear in
the vernacular in the accessions lists, and on final catalog cards. It will
be some time before libraries begin receiving final catalog copy in romanized
form only. Ilowever, participants in the Special Foreign Currency Program will
see the romanized preliminary entries with the items they receive through the
program, Phase IT of the project will be implemented when the field office in
Karachi, Pakistan, begins to produce the romanized records on January 2, 1979,
A1l languages of South Asia will be romanized and records will be issued only
in romanized form. The list below includes only those languages in which items
are fairly regularly received,

Languages not to be issued in the vernacular: Assamese, Baluchit, Bengali,
Braj, Gujarati, Mindi, Kannada, Kashmiri®, Fonkani, Lepcha®, Limbu®, Maithili,
Malayalam, Maldivian®, Manipuri, Harathi, longolian®, WNepali, Wewari, Oriya,
Pali, Panjabi, Prakrit, Pushto, Rajasthani, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Sinhalese, Tamil,
Telugu, Tibetan, Tulu, Urdu. (+ = No romanization table available; therefore,
no final cataloging will be prepared.)

Publication Announcement and Member News. The ACRL Cffice in Chicago reports
on the following title: A Directory of Lsian and African Librarians in North
America has been prepared by the Asian and African oection of ACRL. Price is
ﬁ? (35 for non-ACRL members) with a self-addressed mailing label to be sent
to ACRL, 50 Bast "uron 3t., Chicago, IL 60611,

Paul Auchterlonie reports that he has been elected Secrstary of the
(British) Middle East Libraries Committee (MELCOM) on the retirement of Dr.
Derek Hopwood from this post, held since MELCOM was organized. J.D. Latham
(Manchester) and R,L. Bidwell (Cambridge) were re-elected Chairman and Treasurer.

Editorial: "To the Egress," P.T. Barnum's crushingly successful indoor mena-
gerie show drew crowds determined to absorb knowledge of new things. People
inside the display rooms stood and stared, and only with some pusiing gave way to
others in the queue, or crush as it were. So showman Barnum finally broke the jam
slowing his ticket sales. A new wonder was advertised: "To the fgress," the sign
read. Citizens from all directions hurried around the marked hallway. An usher
beyond the turnstiles presided at the opening of the door. There it was seen--
the city sidewalk ! The crush urged them on, the show took on new health, and
wonders continued to be seen, 3eing apropos, this outbound editor hurriedly and
heartily thanks readers for useful criticism and much generous cooperakion. Long
will live the Middle Zast, and Middle Sast librarians. 2}4%~ elochc
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