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MELA Notes 

The Middle East Librar ians  Association begins t o  publ ish MELA Notes 
as p a r t  of i ts reason f o r  being. 
read it is  because we now encourage you t o  r e c a l l  us t o  our purposes by 
your contr ibut ions and not ices ,  and because you hearti ly do so. 
tude t o  the  Off icers  and other  lead-off writers. Suff ice  t h e  Ed i to r ' s  
f ingerpr in ts  t o  be h i s  f a i t h f u l  signature.  

'Are "People of t he  Book" have spec ia l  and professional  t ies  with the  
c iv i l i za t ions  of the  Middle East espec ia l ly  s ince the rise of Islam. 
many streams of consciousness of which we are a p a r t  long ago in t e re s t ed  
the  rest of the  in t e rna t iona l  community, so we gather  t h e  books and make 
b ib l iophi les !  Our imperial  languages of p a s t  and recent  h i s to ry  mellow 
as they bend t o  the  task of in t e rp re t a t ion  and cooperation. 
please read our s t a t e d  

It s h a l l  be the  purpose of t h e  Middle East Librar ians  Association 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  communication among Members through meetings and publica- 
t ions;  t o  improve the  q u a l i t y  of area l ib ra r i ansh ip  through t h e  development 
of standards f o r  t he  profession and education of Middle East l i b r a r y  
spec ia l i s t s ;  t o  compile and disseminate information concerning Middle F a s t  
l i b r a r i e s  and col lec t ions  and represent  t he  judgment of the  Members i n  
matters af fec t ing  them; t o  encourage cooperation amoq Members and Middle 
East libraries, espec ia l ly  i n  the acquis i t ion  of mater ia l s  and the  develop- 
ment of bibliographic controls ;  t o  cooperate with other l i b r a r y  and area 
organizations i n  p ro jec t s  of mutual concern and benefi t ;  t o  promote 
research i n  and development of indexing and automated techniques as applied 
t o  Middle East mater ia ls .  

If t h i s  publ icat ion w i l l  continue t o  be 

Our g r a t i -  

The 

Herewith 

Purpose : 

7 *  
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J- 8 
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ASSOCIATION CHRONICLE - 1973 By Martha M a s  

Establishment. The Middle E a s t  Librar ians  Association (MELA) was 
establ ished November 2, 1972, by 1 7  l i b r a r i a n s  attending the s i x t h  annual 
Middle East Studies Association meeting i n  Binghamton, New York. 
minutes of t h a t  inaugural meeting are repr in ted  i n  t h i s  f irst  i ssue  of 
MELA Notes along with a n  account of t h e  s t eps  leading t o  MELA'S establishment 
wr i t ten  by David Partington, who chaired the  Binghamton meeting. 

The 

Executive Board. The four Officers have not been ab le  t o  meet t o  date 
but  have ca r r i ed  on an  ac t ive  correspondence, exchanging inter im repor t s  on 
t h e i r  activities. 
ing business has proven sa t i s fac tory .  

The f irst  
was t o  accept overseas members, s ince  severa l  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  Europe, Asia, and 
Africa had expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  joining MELA, and t h e  B y l a w s  do not  r e s t r i c t  
membership t o  those a f f i l i a t e d  with U.S, o r  Canadian l i b r a r i e s .  

The second decis ion was t o  cooperate w i t h  t h e  Middle East Studies  Assoc- 
i a t i o n  i n  producing a preliminary d i rec tory  of Middle Eastern co l lec t ions  i n  
North America t o  be published a s  t h e  1973 "summer" i ssue  of t h e  MESA Bullet in .  
This j o i n t  p ro jec t  was proposed by I. W. Zartman, Executive Secretary 'of MESA 
and Editor of t h e i r  Bul le t in ,  a t  the  beginning of the summer. 
assumed responsibili-athering information, by questionnaire,  from over 
65 l i b r a r i e s  and sent  t he  data t o  M r ,  Zartman f o r  f inal  edi t ing.  
expect t h a t  MELA can expand this init ial  survey i n  depth during the  coming 
year  with the  object  of producing a usefu l  handbook f o r  those concerned with 
resources i n  t h i s  area. 

have been borne by t he  Officers '  respect ive i n s t i t u t i o n s .  John E i l t s  has 
o f f e r e d t o  handle all of ?4ELA1s pr in t ing  a t  cos t  a t  h i s  Sesquipedalian Press ,  
and he has extended credit f o r  pr in t ing  expenses incurred t o  date. These 
cover a modest quant i ty  of le t te rhead  s ta t ionery ,  membership cards, and the 
first  i ssue  of MELA Notes. 
next  annual meeting and approved by a majori ty  of the Professional  Members. 

approve the  agenda for  t h e  business portion. 
top ics  f o r  discussion a t  the  business meeting should write d i r e c t l y  t o  Bruce 
Craig. 
e lected.  
served only one term, but George Atiyeh has ind ica ted  he w i l l  not s tand f o r  
re-election. 
has proposed t h e  following s la te  of candidates, which may be supplemented by 
nominations from t h e  f loor :  
f o r  Vice President-Program Chairman--Aida Abboud and Richard Cooper. 

Despite t he  obvious d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  this method of conduct- 

The Executive Board made two major decisions during the year,  

James Pollock 

The Off icers  

I n  t h i s  first year MELA has operated without a t reasury,  and expenses 

To es tab l i sh  a t reasury,  dues must be set a t  the  

The Zxecutive Board plans t o  meet once p r io r  t o  the  annual meeting t o  
Members who wish t o  propose 

During t h i s  session a new President and Vice President are to  be 
\ 

1 
The incumbents are e l i g i b l e  f o r  re-elect ion also,  as each has 

The Fxecutive Board, which cons t i t u t e s  the Nominating Committee, 

f o r  President--Bruce Craig and John E i l t s ;  

Publ icat ions Committee; 
was.appointed ea r ly  i n  t h e  year. 

A t  t h e  Edi tor l s  request  a Publications Committee 
A proposed name, contents and format f o r  

this l teffor t l l  was c i rcu la ted  t o  t h e  C h i t t e e  as &I in te r im repor t ,  and the 
comments and ideas  members sent  were of d e f i n i t e  a id .  
the  readers of MELA Notes t o  write on top ic s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  them, and t o  send 
a copy t o  t h e  Editor f o r  publication. Since readers pay t h e  pr in t ing  costs ,  

We s ince re ly  encourage 

c r i t i q u e s  of t h i s  journal  w i l l  a l so  be read and attended- t o  ! CParagraph by J P x  l-%-= 
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Annual Meeting. O u r  second annual meeting w i l l  be held November 8, 
1973, a t  the Marc Plaza Hotel, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, i n  conjuction wi th  
the  Middle East Studies  Association meeting. The exact loca t ion  w i l l  be 
announced i n  t h e  MESA Conference Programme. George Atiyeh and h i s  Program 
Cormnittee consis t ing of Margaret Anderson and J. Dennis !lyde have organ- 
ized  a panel discussion t o  precede t h e  business port ion of the  meeting. 
Both sessions arc open t o  t h e  public,  but  Associate Members and non-members 
may not vote. Notice of t h i s  meeting has been sen t  t o  e igh t  journals  which 
previously published information about MELA. 
1:OO - 4:OO P.M., Panel Discussion. 
4tOO - 5:OO P.M., Business Meeting. 

The schedule of the meeting i s  
Chairman, George N. Atiyeh, V. Pres. 
Chairman, Bruce D. C r a i g ,  President.  

Membership. A t  present  M7LA includes 5s names. ‘Ihe 30 professional  
Members and t h e  25 Associate Members represent  over 45 i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  7 
countries.  Short ly  after MELA was organized, membership packets consis t ing 
o f , a  l e t te r  from t h e  President,  a l i s t  of Off icers  f o r  1973, a copy of t he  
Bylaws, and an appl icat ion,  were sent  t o  t h e  22 l i b r a r i a n s  who had attended 
e i t h e r  the  Denver (1971) or  the Binghamton (1972) organizat ional  meetings. 
Packets were later sen t  t o  20 other l i b r a r i a n s  suggested as po ten t i a l  members 
by colleagues. 
t h e  ed i to r s  of 1 2  professional  and scholar ly  journals and was published by 
eight .  
l e t te rs  from 50 l i b r a r i a n s  end others  requesting addi t ional  information and 
appl icat ion forme. 
between categories  A - P. 

Aida Abboud ( P )  Cataloger, Georgetown University Library 
37th & 0 Sts. ,  Washington, DC 20007 Tel. : 202-625-bl75 

F a m i  Abdulrazak (P) Arabic Spec ia l i s t ,  Middle East Division, 
Harvard College Library, Cambridge, MA 02138 Tel. : 617-h95-2437 

Nichael W. Albin ( ) Librar ian f o r  t he  Islamic-Middle Eastern Collection, 
White Collection of Oriental ia ,  Folklore & chess, Cleveland Public Library. 
325 Superior St., Cleveland, OH 44114 

Rosalie Cuneo h e r  ( A )  Head of Technical Services,  Cosumnes River College 
Library, 8401 Center Parkway, Sacramento, CA 95823 T e l .  : 916-421-1000 

American Library Association. ( A )  Headquarters Library. 
50 East Huron St . ,  Chicago, I L  60611 Tel. :  312-944-6780 

Margaret Anderson ( ) 
4 0  S t .  George St.,  Toronto 181, Ontario (Canada) 

George N. Atiyeh (P)  
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540 Te l .  : 202-426-51r07 

Wolfgang Rehn (P) Referent f’Ur I r a n i s t i k .  Oriental ische Abteilung , 
Staatsbibl iothek.  Postfach 407.  1 Ber l in  30 (Federal  Republic of 
Germany) T e l .  : 030-266-2&13 

Richard S .  Cooper (P) Islamica Librarian. Collection Development Office, 
General Library, University of California--Berkeley, Berkeley, CA 94720 
T e l  . : 415 -642 -0956. 

Melissa Ann Coury (A) 
Troy, NY 12180 Tel.: 518-272-7040 

Bruce D. Craig (P )  
University of Chicago. 1100 E. 57th St., Chicago, I L  60637 
Tel. : 312-753-3457 

I n  March a news release about our assoc ia t ion  was sen t  t o  

As a resu l t  of t h i s  publ ic i ty ,  t he  Secretary-Treasurer received 

Since first applying, some members may now t r a n s f e r  
Following i s  a l i s t  of members as of Oct. 1, 1973: 

u- 

Tel. :216-241-1020, ex t .  280 

Faculty of Library Science, University of Toronto. 

Head, Near East Section, Or ien ta l la  Mvision,  

Director,  Cohoes Public Library.  lb8 Second St . ,  

Middle East Bibliographer, Regenstein Library, 
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Charles Cutter (P) Hebrew Bibliographer, Ohio S t a t e  University Library, 
1858 Neil Ave., Columbus, OH 43210 Tel . :  6lb-L22-1995 

Martin Davis (A) 
University of  Virginia,  Char lo t tesv i l le ,  VA 22901 Tel. : 703-924-3108 

Mark Tyler Day (A)  
Indiana University Library, Blomington, I N  47401 Tel. : 812-337-6924 

H. V a i l  Deale ( A )  
David Dorman ( A )  

Front & Walnut Sts., Harrisburg, PA 17101 Tel. : 717-234-4961 
Martha Dukas (P) 

Harvard College Library, Cambridge, MA 02138 Tel. I 617495-2437 
John A. Eilts (P) 

of Michigan Library, Ann Arbor, M I  lrSlO4 Te l . :  313-764-9371 
Meryle A.  Gaston ( A )  Acquisit ions Librarian,  I t haca  College Library, 

I thaca,  NY 111850 Tel.: 607-273-6039 
Virginia Gibbons (P) 
Hoover Ins t i t u t ion ,  Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305 . 
Tel. : 415 -321-2300, ext . 2050 

Marie A. Goxzi (A )  
Martha Washington Branch, 6 6 4  Fort  Hunt Road, Alexandria, VA 
Tel. : 703-768-6700 

Director ,  Area Collections Department, Alderman Library, 

Assistant Librar ian f o r  Government Publications,  

Director of Librar ies ,  Beloi t  College, Beloi t ,  WI 53511 
Coordinator of D i s t r i c t  Services,  Harrisburg Public Library , /  

Assis tant  Middle Zast Librar ian,  Middle Sas t  Division, 

Near East Bibliographer, Near Fast Division, University 

Technical Processing Spec ia l i s t ,  Middle East Col lect ion,  

Children's Librarian, Fairfax County Public Library, 
22307 

Ho l l i s  Barbara Granoff ( ) 510 Sllsworth Ave., New Yaven, CT 
John F, Harvey (A) Dean of Library Services, Zimmerman Library, 

University of  New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131 Tel. :  505-277-5241 
J o e l  Ananda Hettger (A )  

Libraxy, Const i tut ion Ave. & l k t h  S t  . , N.W., 
Tel. : 202 -961-2330 

Derek Hopwood (P)  Middle East Bibliographer, Middle East Library, 
St.  Antony's College, Oxford University,  Oxford, OX2 6JF (United Kingdom) 
Tel. : 59896 

Plaha Houry (P) Head Librar ian,  Ins t i tu te  f o r  Pa les t ine  Studies  Library, 
P.O.B. 7164, Beirut (Lebanon) 

Marcia L. Humbaugh ( A )  
Agency, Arlington Hall S ta t ion  - Stop 103, Washington, DC 
'Pel, : 202-692-6169 

Pennsylvania, 34th & Walnut Sts. ,  Philadelphia,  PA 19lOk Tel. :215-594-6675 

Library, Ainherst, MA 01002 Tel.: 413-545-2728 

Library of Congress, 6809 5 t h  St.,  N.W., Washington, DC 
Tel. : 202-723-9527 

Bibliographer f o r  Near Eastern & Class ica l  Ant iqui t ies ,  
Regenstein Library, University o f  Chicago, 1100 E. 57th St.,  Chicago, IL 60637 
Tel.: 312-63-3457 

Assistant Humanities Librarian,  Carol Newman Library, 
Virginia Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e  & S t a t e  University, Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Tel. : 703-951-6170 

06511 

Acquisit ions Librarian,  U.S. Department of Labor 
Washington, DC 20210 

Western Area Reference Librarian,  Defense In te l l igence  
20301 

d .  Dennis Hyde ( P )  

John R ,  James ( A )  

P a t r i c i a  Phi lpot t  Kinchlow ( ) 4 1 5  Chartress St., New Albany, I N  47150 
David W. Lit t lef ie ld  (P) 

Near Bst Bibliographer, V a n  Pelt Library, University of 

Acting Middle East Librarian,  University of Massachusetts 

Subject Cataloger - Classifier, Processing Division, 
20012 

Shi r ley  A. Lyon ( P )  

Dorothy McCombs (A )  

Khali l  Mahmud ( A )  Deputy Librarian,  Ibadan University Library, Ibadan (Nigeria) 
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Hanneh Saleh Majaj ( P )  Head Librar ian,  U.S. Information Center Library, 

Ragai N .  Makar (A) 

Corinne Nyquist ( A )  

David H. Partington ( P )  

James W. Pollock ( P )  

Marian L. Sheets ( P )  Librar ian,  Middle East Library,  Marr io t t  Library,  

Frank J. Shulman (A) Bib l iographerh ibrar ian ,  Association f o r  Asian Studies  

P.O.B. 2 h 5 ,  Amman (Jordan) 

Garden City,  NY 11530 Tel.: 516-294-8700, ext .  73/43 

SUNY--New Paltz ,  New P a l t z ,  NY 12561 Tel. : 9l4-251-2202 

Harvard College Library, Cambridge, MA 02138 Tel. : 617-495-2h37 
Librarian f o r  Near East Studies ,  

Library, Bloomington, I N  b7401 Tel. : 812-337-9885 

University of Utah, S a l t  Lake City,  UT 84112 Tel.: 801-581-6311 

and Center f o r  Japanese Studies,  
AM Arbor, M I  48104 Tel.: 313-7a-6307 

Library, Ann Arbor, M I  48104 Tel. :  313-76b-9371 

Beirut  (Lebanon) Tel. : 238652 

Bloomington, IN /47b01 Tel. : 812-337-7511 

Harvard College Library, Cambridge, MA 02138 Tel. : 617-L95-2&37 

Libraries,  In t e rna t iona l  Affairs Building, 420 W.118th St.  
New York, NY 10027 Tel.: 212-280-3995 

3300 College Drive, San Bruno, CA 94115 T e l . :  415-355-7000 

Division f o r  t h e  Blind & Physical ly  Handicapped, Library of Congress, 
1291 Taylor St.,  Y.W., Washington, M: 20542 Tel.: 202-882-5500 

Jan W. Weryho (P) 
P.O.B. 6070, Montreal 101, Quebec (Canada) Tel . :  514-392-5197 

Charles Willard ( A )  Librarian, Speer Library, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, 20 Library ?lace,  Princeton, N J  08540 Tel.: 609-921-8300 

Ruth J. Wil le t  ( A )  Assis tant  Head, History RC Government Department, 
Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, Lafayet te  Square, Buffalo, NY a203 
T e l . :  716-662-3598 

University of California--Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA 90024 
Tel.: 213-8254019 

Catalog Department, Marr iot t  L ib ra ry ,  
University of Utah, S a l t  Lake City,  UT 84112 T e l . :  801-581-7265 

STTNY--Binghamton, Binghamton, NY 13901 Tel. : 607-798-2883 

Socia l  Work Librar ian,  Adelphi University Library,  

World Study Center Librar ian,  Sojourner Truth Library,  

Middle Fast Librarian,  Middle East g iv is ion ,  

Indiana University 

i08 Lane Hall, Un ive r s i t j  of Michigan, 

Svat Soucek ( P )  Cataloger,  

Mohammad H. Sulaiman ( A )  Sulaimanls Bookshop, P.O.Box 8258, 

Fawzi Tadros ( P )  Cataloger, Indiana University Library, 

h e 1  KUrter Tekin (P) 

Wilbert D. Tress ( A )  319 East 25th St.- No. 2 A  , New York, NY 10010 
Frank H. Unlandherm ( P )  Middle East Bibliographer, Columbia University 

Near East Division, University of Michigan 

Turkish Spec ia l i s t ,  Middle East Division, 

Robert G. Wagner ( A )  Reference Librarian,  Skyline College Library, 

Donald John Weber (A) Assis tant  Head, National Collections,  

Librar ian  11, Islamic Studies  Library, McGill University,  

Dunning Stephen Wilson (P)  Near ;?astern Cataloger, Research Library, 

Karolyn Pederson Zierold ( P )  

Ja la l  Zuwiyya ( P )  South West Asia RC North Africa Librar ian,  

N e w s  of t h e  Members. Michael W. ALBIN graduated from the  University 
r a r y  Science and i n  June became Librar ian f o r  t he  of Cecago School of 

Islamic-Niddle Eastern Collection, a part of t h e  Cleveland Public Library 's  
White Collection of Orienta l ia ,  Folklore,  and Chess. 
Margaret ANDERSON has l e f t  her pos i t i on  as Arabic Bibliographer a t  the  
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Ohio S t a t e  Univers i ty  Library  and accepted appointment t o  t h e  Facul ty  of 
Library  Science a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Toronto, 
and examinations f o r  t h e  doc tora te  a t  Case Nestern Reserve Universi ty .  
: i i chard  S.  COOPRR, Ts1,unica L i b r a r i a n  a t  UC--Rerkelcy, renresented M:<:LA a t  
t h e  29th Tntcrnnt iona l  Cowrress of P r i e n t a l i s t s  a t  i 'aris i n  J u l y  and pr+>r , rn t -  
cti a pape r  e n t i t l e d  "The Problem o f  Land C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  Terminology i n  Medi- 
e v a l  7gypt." 
?ruce 9. C R A I G ,  former head o f  t h e  Middle East Col lec t ion  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  
o f  : i innesota,  assumed t h e  p o s i t i o n  of Yiddle Tast E i b l i o f r a p h e r  a t  t h e  
C n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago on Sentember 1st. His publ ishing f i rm,  Bib l io theca  
Tslamica, w i l l  remain i n  Minneapolis f o r  t h e  time being.  
Yartha DlJKAS, P s s i s t a n t  Middle East L i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  Harvard College Library ,  
l a s t  year  permit ted a S e i r u t  publ i sher  t o  t r a n s l a t e  and publ ish t h e  t h e s i s  
she  presented a t  t h e  American I ln ivers i ty  of B e i r u t .  It has j u s t  been 
released by Dar An-Nahar under t h e  t i t l e  'Azrnat al-Kuwayt; a l - ' I18q&t 
al-Kuwaytiyyah a l -  ' I raqiyyah,  1961 - 1963- 
J .  Dennis ? Y E  has  jo ined  George N. Atiyeh of t h e  Library of Congress and 
3avid 3. PASTINCTON of Harvard Univers i ty  on t h e  mSA Library  Committee. 
I je  r e p l a c e s  James W. POLLOCK of Indiana Univers i ty ,  who resigned i n  order  
t o  devote h i s  f u l l  e n e r g i e s  t o  MFL4 Notes. M r .  Hyde has  added t h e  d u t i e s  
of t h e  S l a v i c  Bibl iographer  t o  h i s  r e g u l a r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as Near Eas t  
Ribl iographer  a t  t h e  University of Pennsylvania Library. 

She has  completed course work 

-- 
MELA w i l l  be included i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  of New Associat ions and P r o j e c t s ,  
a q u a r t e r l y  supplement of t h e  Encyclopedia - o f A s s o c i a t i o n s  publ ished by t h e  
Gale 2esearch Company. 

Notes of t h e  L i b r a r i a n s '  Meeting a t  t h e  M%A Conference, SUNY, Ringhamton, 
New York, 2 November, 1972. E3y P a t t i  P h i l p o t t  Kinchlow, Secre ta ry  pro tem. 

The bus iness  meeting s e c t i o n  of t h e  L i b r a r i a n s '  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  
order  by David Par t ing ton ,  who assured  those  p r e s e n t  t h a t  t h i s  p o r t i o n  would 
be concluded by 2:30 p.m., when t h e  program was scheduled t o  begin.  Further  
bus iness  would be concluded a t  a l a te r  re-convened sess ion .  
d i s t r i b u t e d  copies  of t h e  proposed by-laws of t h e  Middle 3 a s t  L i b r a r i a n s  
Associat ion t o  those who d i d  not  have them, and said he f e l t  t h e  main business  
a t  hand was t o  go through and approve, o r  approve wi th  changes, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
a r t i c l e s  and s e c t i o n s  i n  order  t o  make t h e  Middle E a s t  L i b r a r i a n s  Associat ion 
a viable organizat ion.  D r .  P a r t i n g t o n  t h e n  read a proposal  submitted s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  ago concerning research  and t r a i n i n g  f o r  Near Bast l i b r a r i a n s .  
noted t h a t  our  p r e s e n t  proposed organiza t ion  and by-laws have o r i g i n a t e d  from 
wi th in  t h e  l i b r a r i a n s '  ranks,  n o t  from any move by a YESA committee. 

The by-laws were t h e n  r e a d  and adopted a r t i c l e  by a r t i c l e ,  s e c t i o n  by 
s e c t i o n .  Article I1 i s  n o t  intended t o  mean t h a t  o ther  purposes f o r  t h e  
organiza t ion  cannot be included a t  a l a t e r  date .  A r t i c l e  I11 concerns t h e  
two types  of membership, t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  being i n  vot ing p r i v i l e g e s  only.  
Associate  Yembers would r e c e i v e  n o t i c e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  e t c .  Sec t ion  3, 
A r t i c l e  111, was amended t o  read: "All members may a t t e n d  c o r n i t t e e  rceetings 
n o t  designated as closed,  bu t  on ly  Committee members may vote  I n  committee 
de l ibera t ions ."  An a d d i t i o n  was made t o  Sec t ion  6 t h a t  i f  a member were voted 
o u t  by t h e  membership, t h e  c u r r e n t  dues would be returned.  A t  p resent  on ly  
f o u r  o f f i c e r s  are considered necessary f o r  t h e  organiza t ion ,  and t h a t  of E d i t o r  
i s  of g r e a t  importance. 
b u t  it was decided t o  come back t o  this d iscuss ion  la ter .  

3r. P a r t i n g t o n  

He 

The name of the  proposed p u b l i c a t i o n  was brought up, 
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The TJecutive Board i s  t o  meet before  t h e  annual meetings, ana t n i s  
i s  intended t o  mean s e v e r a l  days o r  weeks before ,  n o t  a half-an-hour before.  
I n  Sec t ion  2 ,  A r t i c l e  I V ,  t h e  word "Board" was changed t o  
The length  of t h e  term of o f f i c e  was d iscussed  and i t  was decided t o  limit 
t h e  terms of t h e  President  and Vice P r e s i d e n t  t o  two ( 2 )  successive t e r n s .  
The word "expenses" i n  S e c t i o n  5 of Article IV is intended t o  mean expenses 
involved with correspondence o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of documents. 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  t r e a s u r y  o r  expenses will be l a r g e .  
o f  vo t ing  was h a l t e d  a t  2 : 3 0  p.m. because t h e  program s e c t i o n  of t h e  meeting 
was t o  begin then ,  and i t  g o t  underway on time. 

V r .  Kabti took over t h e  meeting t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  program s e c t i o n ,  s h i c h  
c o n s i s t e d  of an informal  panel  d i scuss ion  with t h r e e  speakers:  
Zuwiyya from S W - - B i n g h a t o n ,  D r .  P i e r r e  A.  YacKay from t h e  Univers i ty  of 
Fiasnington, and Fx. Sruce Craig 
P e t r y  a l s o  presented a b r i e f  resume o f  t h e  work he is doing a t  t h e  Universi ty  
of Yichigan on t h e  establ ishment  of a b iographica l  d a t a  bank. 

The business  meeting was reconvened a t  4:15 p.m. I n  t h e  d iscuss ion  of 
t h e  annual  meeting it w a s  not  intended t h a t  t h e  business  meeting and the 
program must be h e l d  on t h e  same day. I t  was decided t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
should hold t h e  b a l l o t s  f o r  amendments t o  t h e  bylaws f o r  t h e  same l e n g t h  
of t i m e  a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t s .  

o f f i c e r s  was taken up as t h e  next o r d e r  of business .  
opened t o  receive nominations from t h e  f l o o r .  The following persons were 
nominated f o r  t h e  f o u r  o f f i c e s :  
Vice P r e s i d e n t - G e o r g e  Atiyeh, Margaret Anderson; Secretary-Treasurer--  
iqwtha Dukas, P a t t i  P h i l p o t t ;  Zditor--James Pollock, Talaat 'Ukby. Michel .$ 

Nabti was nominated f o r  Vice Pres ident  b u t  dec l ined  because of a s p e c i a l  
p r o j e c t  i n  which he i s  involved which will t a k e  up a g r e a t  d e a l  of  h i s  
time. Zuhair Jwaideh was nominated f o r  S d i t o r  but  he a l s o  decl ined because 
b f  t h e  heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  he has a t  t h e  Library of Congress, and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he may not  even be i n  t h e  country f o r  next y e a r ' s  meeting. 

a s h e e t  of paper and when it was passed around t o  t h o s e  o r e s e n t ,  each 
person placed a mark bes ide  t h e  candidate  he wanted t o  vote  f o r .  The f o l -  
lowing persons were e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  P i d d l e  East 
L i b r a r i a n s  Associat ion:  President--Bruce Craig,  Vice P r e s i d e n t - G e o r g e  
Atiyeh, Secretary-Treasurer--?!artha Dukas, Editor--James Pollock. 

meeting was adjourned a t  5:25 p.m. 

I t  ;s not  
.C, discuss ion  

Yr. J a l z l  

fTom t h e  Univers i ty  of Vinnesota. Mr. :ar l  

The acceptance of t n e  amended bylaws was unanimous and t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 
Nominations were 

?resident--John "Alts, Bruce Craig;  

The b a l l o t i n g  was semi-secret. The s l a t e  of nominees was w r i t t e n  on 

The e l e c t i o n  of o f f i c e r s  concluded t h e  business  a t  hand and t h e  

REPORT TO THE MEMB!!RSHIP By Bruce Craig and George Atiyeh 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  Message. Dear Colleagues: The Middle East L i b r a r i a n s  
Associat ion i s  approaching i ts  one-year anniversary.  
t h i s  f i rs t  year  has  been one of organlza t ion :  r e c r u i t i n g  new members, 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  committees, preparing t h e  first i s s u e  of MELA Notes, planning 
fo r  t h e  annual meeting, etc.  
committee have been hard a t  work f o r  some months, and t h e  f r u i t s  of t h e i r  
l a b o r s  will be apparent  when w e  convene i n  Milwaukee i n  November. 

The t a s k  before  us  

The p u b l i c a t i o n s  committee and t h e  program 
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During t h e  course of t h i s  p a s t  year  I have had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  
t o  a g r e a t  many Middle 4 a s t  l i b r a r i a n s  and t o  d i s c u s s  with them t h e  s t a t e  of 
o u r  f i e l d .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I have rece ived  le t te rs  from our co l leagues  abroad-- 
from such d i v e r s e  l o c a l e s  as England, Egypt and Malaysia--commenting on t h e  
need f o r  a n  organiza t ion  such a s  ours ,  and congra tu la t ing  us on having es tab-  
l i s h e d  MELA. Yany of t h e s e  l e t t e r s  spoke of the  need f o r  cooperat ion among 
u s ,  even on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  asked t o  be included i n  our mai l ing l i s t  
t o  r e c e i v e  MELA Notes, and o f f e r e d  s e r v i c e s  and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s  a s  FEU 
members, and as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of our r e s p e c t i v e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

d i scuss ions  during t h e  p a s t  year i s  t h a t  academic l i b r a r i e s  are fac ing  a time 
of crisis, and t h a t  s p e c i a l  area and language c o l l e c t i o n s  are e s p e c i a l l y  vul-  
nerable  t o  t h e  s o r t  of problems brought on b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  c r i s i s  i n  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  community. A t  a time when many academic l i b r a r i e s  .are unable 
t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  funds t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  Sngl ish language books essen- 
t i a l  t o  t h e i r  teaching programs, it i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  indeed, t o  j u s t i f y  expendi- 
tures f o r  Arabic,  P e r s i a n  and Turkish books, and t o  argue t h e  need t o  maintain 
s t rong  research  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  areas which b e n e f i t  on ly  a few s c h o l a r s  and 
s tudents .  This  suggests  t o  m e  t h e  desirabi l i ty  of our i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  pos- 
s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cooperat ion i n  c o l l e c t i o n  bui ld ing ,  and t h e  need 
t o  f o s t e r  cooperat ion r a t h e r  t h a n  competi t ion i n  t h i s  e f f o r t .  Frankly speak- 
ing, we can no longer  a f f o r d  t h e  luxury  of a t tempting t o  b u i l d  t h e  f lbes t l l  
c o l l e c t i o n  a t  each o f  ou r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  b u t  must t r y  t o  d e f i n e  areas of spe- 
c i a l i z a t i o n  where we can concent ra te  our e f f o r t s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  l e t t i n g  each 
major c o l l e c t i o n  assume primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  development 
i n  s p e c i f i c  a reas ,  and r e l y i n g  on o t h e r s  t o  do t h e  same i n  o t h e r  areas. 
i n  t h i s  way will we be able t o  i n s u r e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a broad range of 
s c h o l a r l y  resources  f o r  Middle Eas te rn  s t u d i e s  i n  Yorth America. 

e q h a l l y  distressing. That i s  t h e  problem of communication, n o t  among spe- 
c i a l i s t  l i b r a r i a n s ,  but  between t h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t  l i h r a r i a n s  and t h e  f a c u l t i e s  
t o  whom they a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  respons ib le .  
t o  m e  t h a t  many s c h o l a r s  (and t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s )  do n o t  have a real- 
i s t i c  view of  how l a r g e ,  bureaucra t ic  academic l ib rar ies  work, and t h a t  t h i s  
lack  o f  understanding can c r e a t e f r u s t r a t i o n  and animosity,  and u l t i m a t e l y  be 
very damaging t o  t h e  environment which we as s p e c i a l i s t  l i b r a r i a n s  t r y  t o  
c r e a t e ,  and i n  which s c h o l a r s h i p  can f l o u r i s h .  

t i o n  t h a t  MELA dedica te  i t se l f  during t h e  next  y e a r  t o  t h e  dua l  t a s k s  of 
seeking means of  promoting cooperat ion among u s  i n  t h e  tasks of c o l l e c t i o n  
b u i l d i n g  and service t o  scholarsh ip ,  and communication between ourselves  and 
t h e  f a c u l t i e s  and s t u d e n t s  i n  whose i n t e r e s t s  we exist .  S i n c e r e l y  , 

Bruce D. Craig 

The over r id ing  impression t h a t  I have gained through my experiences and 

only 

1 am a l s o  impressed with another  problem, one t h a t  i s  more s u b t l e ,  b u t  

It i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  

Gaving made these two p o i n t s ,  I would l i k e  t o  propose f o r  your considera-  

YELA P a e l .  The first panel  d i scuss ion  sponsored by MELA has  f o r  a 
t i t l e ,  "The r o l e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  Zast l i b r a r i a n  i n  a u n i v e r s i t y  program." 
This  t o p i c  i s  i n  a way t o o  general ,  and l i k e  a l l  genera l  t h i n g s  it has u n i -  
versal appea l  b u t  lacks t h e  necessary s p e c i f i c s  which go i n t o  d e l i n e a t i n g  
t h e  main features of a subject. Inasmuch as i n  t h e s e  early s t a g e s  of our  
endeavor t o  form a Middle Tast L i b r a r i a n s  Associat ion we can benefit ,  I pre-  
sume, g r e a t l y  from a g e n e r a l  examination of our v i s i o n s  and our g o a l s  
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without going too much i n t o  spec i f ics ,  we have chosen a general  r a t h e r  than 
a special ized topic.  
d i rec t ions  towards which we could d i r e c t  our path. 

wel l  as the  l i b r a r y  aspects  of un ivers i ty  programs w i l l  contr ibute  t h e i r  
thoughts and ideas  on t h i s  subject.  Kenneth A. Luther, Director,  Center 
f o r  Near Eastern and North African Studies,  University of Michigan, w i l l  
speak on '#The center  program research and t h e  Middle Fast 1ibrarian.I '  
Martin Davis, Director,  Area Collections Department, University of Virginia  
Library, w i l l  d iscuss  "The librarg - scholar  i n t e r f ace  i n  Middle East b ib l i -  
ography.It 
vania, w i l l  speak on "Area s tud ie s  program building and t h e  Middle East 
bibliographer,tt and James W. Pollock, Librar ian f o r  Near East Studies ,  
Indiana University,  w i l l  r e f l e c t  on "The r o l e  of t h e  Middle East l i b r a r i a n  
i n  a univers i ty  program," i.e., t h e  main top ic  of t he  panel discussion. 

speeches w i l l  then follow. 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  will help c l a r i f y  f o r  us  t h e  4 

Four dist inguished gentlemen representing both t h e  adminis t ra t ive as 

Thomas N s f f ,  Director,  Wear East Center, University of Penrsyl- 

Questions from t h e  f l o o r  and discussion of t h e  pane l i s t s '  papers or 

George N. Atiyeh 

ARTICLES 

"The Genesis of MELA," by David Partington 

When the  Middle East Studies Association of North America was founded 
Y i n  1967, the  Board of Directors,  being composed mostly of academics, wasted 

L/ - no time i n  se t t i ng  up a number of committees. One of t h e  most important i n  
those ea r ly  days of g rea t  expectations was the  Committee on Research and 
Training, headed by Professor W i l l i a m  A. Schorger. Schorger set out i n  h i s  
cha rac t e r i s t i ca l ly  vigorous way to :  (a) determine the  co l l ec t ive  needs of 
t h e  f i e l d ,  (b)  e s t ab l i sh  pro jec ts  t o  meet those needs, ( c )  f i nd  funds t o  
support t h e  pro jec ts ,  (d)  i d e n t i f y  persons w i l l i n g  and able.  *., and ( e )  
assist those ind iv idua ls  i n  t h e i r  work. 

Schorger a l s o  asked each Fellow of MESA t o  answer a questionnaire 
dated Apr i l  10, 1968. 
r a r y  and arch iva l  resources for research and t r a in ing  i n  your field... 
w h a t  w a s  wrong with t h e  Famington Plan...what i s  your opinion of the 
PL 480 Program i n  Arabic materials?" 
''In order t o  improve l i b r a r y  resources, one must first discover where 
def ic iencies  exist--not only i n  each individual  l i b r a r y  but  throughout 
t h e  nation, This can only be accomplished by a wel l  planned and competently 
executed survey of Near Eastern holdings, 
survey a t  t h e  first MESA meeting. 
eventually t o  improved resources f o r  research but would also have a' pos i t i ve  
influence on t h e  development of Near Eastern l i b ra r i ansh ip  by publ ic iz ing 
def ic iencies  i n  personnel, ' h i t  o r  miss '  acquis i t ion  procedures, administra- 
t i v e  problems with each l i b ra ry ,  and t h e  lack of se r ious  a t t en t ion  given t o  
Near Eastern l i b ra r i ansh ip  by t h e  library profession. On this last  poin t  
I would respec t fu l ly  recommend t h a t  your Committee...assist i n  s e t t i n g  up an 
organization f o r  Near b s t e r n  l ib rar ians . .  . . A s t e p  i n  t h a t  d i r ec t ion  could 
be joint-sponsorship with a l i b r a r y  school of a symposium on Near Eastern 

He inquired: What needs t o  be done t o  improve l i b -  

I rep l ied  i n  p a r t  as follows: 

D r .  Yam& made h i s  case f o r  a 
I feel  t h a t  a survey would not  only lead 

% 
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l ibrar ianship. .  .. 
professional  Organization at tached t o  MESA o r  functioning within t h e  Ameri- 
can Library Association." 

M y  i n t e r e s t  i n  forming a n  organization of Middle East l i b r a r i a n s  had 
awakened the  previous year a t  t h e  1967 meeting of t h e  American Or ien ta l  
Society i n  New Haven when Dr. Warren Tsuneishi, who had recent ly  been appoint-  
ed Chief of Or ien ta l ia  a t  L.C., c a l l ed  together  a few Middle Eastern l i b r a -  
r i a n s  i n  his Park Plaza h o t e l  room. 
D r .  Michel Mazzaotd ( then l i b r a r i a n  a t  McGill), myself from Michigan--and 
perhaps a f e w  more. 
cooperation and the  need f o r  organization, which Warren i n  h i s  new post  f e l t  
obliged t o  fos te r .  
es tabl ishing t h e  Asian and North African SubSect ion of t he  Subject Special-  
ists  sec t ion  of ACRL. 
Middle Eastern l i b ra r i ans  were at a g r e a t  disadvantage. 
staggered by the oppressive ALA dues, bu t  we were outnumbered by t h e  F a r  
Eastern and South Asian interests, and it seemed unl ike ly  t h a t  the  group 
would ever g e t  down t o  discussing t h e  immediate and p r a c t i c a l  problems of 
Middle Eastern l ib rar ianship .  It was i n  MESA, then, rather than t h e  AOS 
or ALA t h a t  ou r  hopes lay.  

In  April ,  1968, B i l l  Schorger's Committee had discussed a t  length t h e  
responses t o  the  aforementioned questionnaire,  and D r .  Labib Zuwiyy Yamak 
was asked t o  s e t  up a Sub-committee t o  deal with library and bibl iographic  
matters. 
and myself) Labib l a i d  down t h e  mandate of h i s  Sub-Comnbttee as follows: 
" ( a )  t o  deal with a l l  matters r e l a t ing  t o  Middle Eastern l i b r a r y  resources 
and t h e i r  bibliographic control ,  (b)  determine the  major l i b r a r y  needs of 
Middle Eastern s tudies ,  ( c )  es tab l i sh ,  i n i t i a t e  o r  sponsor pro jec ts  t o  meet 
these needs . I t  

An i l l n e s s ,  eventually fatal, forced Labib t o  re l inquish  the  chairman- 
ship of the Library Sub-committee. 
November 8 of 1968 the  f i r s t  meeting was cal led.  
cussions it was evident t h a t  an organization was needed t o  secure t h e  coop- 
e ra t ion  of our colleagues i n  working towards common professional  goals.  
A t  our second meeting (January 24, 1969) James Pollock stressed t h e  need 
f o r  a list of contact  people, and from t h a t  followed the  idea  of an asso- 
c ia t ion  of l i b r a r i a n s  organized along more o r  less formal l i nes .  
t o ry  t o  t h i s  e f f ec t  had been an u n f u l f i l l e d  p ro jec t  of former assoc ia te  
Kaxolyn P. Zierold a t  t h a t  time. Ed.) 

The next s tep  seems t o  have occurredon September 3, 1971, when on behalf 
of t h e  MESA Library Committee a general  le t ter  was wr i t ten  i n  which I inv i t ed  
a11 those in t e re s t ed  t o  meet on November 11, 1971, a t  t h e  annual MESA meeting 
i n  Denver and take p a r t  i n  an organizat ional  meeting. George Atiyeh of L.C. 
chaired t h a t  meeting, f u l l  notes of which were recorded by P a t t i  Phi lpot t  
Kinchlow. The r e s u l t  was tha t ,  after a group name had been chosen, t h e  mem- 
bers  of the MESA Library Committee were charged with drawing up bylaws. 
However, t h e  a c t u a l  work devolved very l a rge ly  upon Martha Dukas, She pre- 
pared several  drafts, incorporating ideas  and making modifications based on 
the  c r i t i c i sms  of others ,  espec ia l ly  James Pollock, John E i l t s ,  and Derek 
Hopwood. A l l  i n t e re s t ed  persons again the  next year were inv i t ed  t o  meet 
and make f i n a l  comments on the  d r a f t  bylaws, and t h e  discussions and f u r t h e r  
organizational procedures were recorded by Ms. Phi lpot t .  The f i n a l  d r a f t  
was accepted, with a few emendations, a t  t he  MESA meeting i n  Binghamton, 
November 2, 1972. 

T h i s  symposium would urge, I assume, t h e  c rea t ion  of a 

Present  were Dr. Yam& (Harvard), 

The purpose of t h e  meeting was t o  discuss means of 

And he did,  f o r  he went on t o  be t h e  motive force  i n  

After a l i t t l e  experience i n  ALA, I saw t h a t  the  
Not only were we 

I n  a l e t t e r  dated Ju ly  15 or  1968 ( t o  George Atiyeh, James Pollock 

I was asked t o  take  h i s  place,  and on 
I n  our wide-ranging d i s -  

( A  direc-  

L 
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L/ MELA is  the f i rs t  organization of Middle Eastern l i b r a r i a n s  i n  t h e  
USA. 
convened on April  11, 1960, by p a r a l l e l  ac t ion  of the American Council of 
Learned Soc ie t i e s  and t h e  Social  Science Research Council, on recommenda- 
t i o n  of t h e i r  Jo in t  Committee on t h e  Near and Middle East,  and the  Asso- 
c ia t ion  of Research Libraries, through f t s  S u b - C d t t e e  on the  Farmington 
Plan .  That sounds cunbersme, and it was, and i t s  l i f e  was b r i e f .  
flaw was t h a t  t he  people involved were almost a l l  top-level  administrators:  
it lacked working-level l i b r a r i a n s  and bibliographers with p r a c t i c a l  
knowledge. 

I n  conclwion, I should l i k e  t o  paraphrase the  aforementioned l e t t e r  
of September 3, 1971 (and beg the  indulgence of readers  f o r  t h e  cont inual  
personal reference): 
membership, y e t  o w  problems are  those which d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t he  present 
and fu ture  of Middle Eastern s tudies .  Compared with other a rea  groups, 
ours shows a perplexing lack  of continuing concern f o r  l i b r a r y  matters. 
I hope t h a t  through MEEA a sense of community will develop among us, and 
t h a t  a clearer idea  of our proper r o l e  i n  the  advancement of knowledge 
will be achieved. 

To be sure, a ltSub-Committee on Middle East Library Resources" was 

Its 

We represent but  a very small proportion of MESA 

David Partington i s  Middle East Librar ian a t  Harvard. 

"GustaveVon Grunebaum and the Near Eastern Collections a t  UCLA,tt 

The Near Eastern Studies program a t  UCLA began as recent ly  as 1955' 
with the appointment of two professors,  f o r  Arabic and Hebrew. 
ing year D r .  Miriam Lichtheim was appointed Near Eastern Bibliographer, 
and the  Library began an acquis i t ions  program so ca re fu l ly  focused and so 
fo rce fu l ly  pursued t h a t  i n  a mere f i f t e e n  years t he  co l lec t ions  have become 
of i n t e rna t iona l  stature. Several  learned and en thus ias t ic  members of t h e  
f acu l ty  and Library staff played a c r u c i a l  p a r t  i n  t h i s  remarkable co l lec-  
t i o n  development e f f o r t ,  bu t  all--and most assuredly myself-would proclaim 
t h a t  the prime mover w a s  t h e  l a t e  Professor Gustave von Grunebaum, 
who came t o  UCLA i n  1957 as Professor of Islamic History and Director  of 
the  Near Eastern Center. 

h i s  academic career  he had gone through t h e  t r a in ing  program f o r  scholar  
Hbra r i ans  a t  the Austrian National Library i n  Vienna. That i n s igh t  i n t o  
l ib rar ianship  assured t h e  UCLA University Librar ian of an espec ia l ly  sup- 
por t ive  colleague, f o r  Gustave von Grunebaum not only pursued books avidly 
and shared generously i n  t h e  search f o r  funds t o  buy them, he a l s o  shared 
generously i n  t h e  search f o r  funds t o  ca ta lo  Most f a c u l t y  members 
consider t h a t  e f f o r t  t o  be the  Librar ian 's  + ask, theme and they general ly  groan 
with d i sbe l i e f  a t  t h e  cos t s  involved i n  e f f ec t ive  cataloging. 
Eastern holdings, i n  a l l  t h e i r  exot ic  languages, a r e  not only subs t an t i a l  
f n  themselves, bu t  they are a l s o  subs t an t i a l ly  cataloged because, t o  a 
degree unmatched i n  my experience, t h e  Near Eastern Center Director chan- 
neled t h e  Center 's  ex te rna l  grant  funds t o  Library staff support as w e l l  
as t o  book purchase support. I suggest Professor von Orunebaumls b ib l io -  
t heca l  background as proper prerequis i te  f o r  similar academic appointments. 

by Robert Vosper 
i; -- 

The follow- 

I was not surprised when one day he t o l d  me t h a t  before entering onto 

Our Near 

c 

W- 



1 2  MELA Notes 1, Fa l l ,  1973 

I n  these f i f t e e n  years t he  Near Eastern Collections have grown from a L 

haphazard and minor group of books t o  an eminent aggregation of about 200,000 
volumes and 6,000 manuscripts. 
holdings i n  t h e  bookish, i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  of Jewish Studies as 
llmagnificent,ll surpassed among American univers i ty  libraries only by t h a t  of 
Harvard. O f  our Persian co l lec t ion  Professor Amin Banani asserts t h a t  only 
Harvard and Columbia have superior  o r  comparable co l lec t ions ,  and t h a t  " the  
Persian manuscript co l l ec t ion  i s  ce r t a in ly  the  l a r g e s t  i n  t h i s  country, w i t h  
the  h i s to ry  of medicine manuscripts cons t i tu t ing  one of t he  f i n e s t  co l lec t ions  
of i t s  kind i n  the  world." 
i s  cataloging them--says t h a t  UCLA has the  l a r g e s t  co l lec t ion  of Arabic 
s c i e n t i f i c  and medical manuscripts i n  the  country. 
of Armenian Studies,  makes the  same expansive judgment about our Armenian 
co l lec t ion ,  " the l a r g e s t  and m o s t  valuable i n  the United S ta t e s  .'I 
Professor Stanford J. Shaw claims t h a t  "UCLA has b u i l t  up by far t h e  bes t  
all-around co l lec t ion  o f  published mater ia l  concerning t h e  Ottoman Ehpire 
and modern Turkey held by any library outs ide Turkey." 

f u l  searching out of individual  books, but i n  l a r g e s t  p a r t  by t h e  advantag- 
eous -I_ en bloc purchase of p r iva t e  libraries from Europe and t h e  Middle East, 
and i n  one case t h e  ou t r igh t  purchase of t h e  e n t i r e  stock of a scholar ly  book 
s t o r e  i n  Jerusalem. 
p r iva t e  donors made the  purchases possible .  I n  most cases,  however, Profes- 
s o r  von Grunebawn d e f t l y  negotiated with m e  i n  matching University Library 
funds with Center funds. 
and Library staff  e i t h e r  f e r r e t ed  out t h e  p r iva t e  co l lec t ions  o r  were invol- 
ved a t  first hand i n  i n t r i c a t e  maneuvers t o  acquire them, but  no one more 
wholeheartedly enjoyed the  whole business of f inding scarce books, against  
competition, and then f inding t h e  funds t o  acquire them, than d id  Gustave 
von Grunebaum. 
enduring and so  c lose  t o  h i s  hear t  as the extensive Near Eastern Collect ions 
i n  the University Library. 

Professor Prnold Band assesses  our current  

D r .  Albert 2. Iskandar-who should know, for he 

Avedis Sanjian, Professor 

Similar ly ,  

Such distinguished growth i n  such a shor t  time came i n  p a r t  by t h e  care- 

There have been generous g i f t s ,  and i n  severa l  cases 

I n  most cases  other  members of t he  Center f a c u l t y  

He b u i l t  himself severa l  monuments, bu t  none I think so 

Robert Vosper was University Librar ian a t  UCLA. 
as Director of t he  Clark Memorial Library there and as professor  i n  the  School 
of Library Service. 
r e p r i n t  t h i s  t r i b u t e  5 t h e  UCLA Librar ian of June, 1972. 

Since July,  1973, he continues 

MFLA Notes acknowledges with appreciat ion permission t o  - 
"The B r i t i s h  Middle East Libraries Committee,It by Derek Hopwood 

I n  1961 a Br i t i sh  Government Committee on Oriental ,  Slavonic, %st Europ- 
ean and African Studies (known familiarly as the "Hayter Committee") recom- 
mended t h a t  the  study of the  modern Middle East should be encouraged i n  a num- 
ber  of B r i t i s h  univers i t ies .  
t he  necessary ac t ion  t o  fu r the r  such s tud ie s  was taken. Three Br i t i sh  univer- 
sities, London (School of Oriental  and African Studies) ,  Oxford and Durham 
were s p e c i f i c a l l y  designated as Centres of such s tud ie s  and other  universities 
were given money f o r  new appointments and f o r  research and t rave l .  

By modern Middle Eastern studies was meant t h e  h is tory ,  p o l i t i c s ,  socio- 
logy, anthropology, economics and l i t e r a t u r e  of t h e  Arab world, Turkey, Israel 

These recommendations were quickly approved and 

- 
h and I ran  during approximately t h e  pas t  two centur ies .  I n  addi t ion,  am 
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L/ important recommendation of t h e  Nayter Committee w a s  t h a t  l ibraries should 
be given g rea t e r  support t o  enable un ive r s i t i e s  t o  service these  new s tudies .  
It also recommended t h a t  spec ia l  g ran t s  be given f o r  cooperative ac t ion  i n  
buying and cataloging. On the  bas i s  of these new developments a number of 
l i b ra r i ans ,  e i t h e r  already i n  post  before t h e  Hay-ter Committee o r  ap?ointed 
as a r e s u l t  of i t s  recommendations, met i n  Cambridge i n  1967 t o  discuss 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of cooperation. 
East Librar ies  Committee (MELCOM). This Committee has now m e t  formally on 
some 10 occasions and smaller groups have m e t  considerably more frequent ly .  
Membership has been drawn from eleven B r i t i s h  un ive r s i t i e s  and representa- 
t i o n  has always consis ted of one l i b r a r i a n  and one teaching member, t h e  
l a t te r  usual ly  being the  Director of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  concerned. 
method of representat ion has  ensured t h a t  t he re  has always been a c lose  
cooperation between l i b r a r i a n s  and users.  

number have borne fruit .  The Committee has conceived i t s  basic  purpose t o  
be t h a t  expressed by t h e  Hayter Committee, namely cooperation, Of course, 
many s ide  bene f i t s  have flowed from the  regular  meetings and t h e  oppor- 
tunity has o f t en  been taken t o  discuss such matters as curr icu la ,  academic 
v i s i t o r s ,  t he  placing of s tudents  and so  on. 

' h e y  cons t i tu ted  themselves as the Middle 

Th i s  

Several  schemes have been discussed over the pas t  six years  and a 

1. 
whereby individual  l ibraries agree t o  c o l l e c t  mater ia l  i n  depth from c e r t a i n  

Area Spec ia l i ss t ion .  'This i s  a scheme s imi l a r  t o  the Farmington Plan 

countries.  
publications.  
t o  i t s  normal a c t i v i t i e s .  
2. 
of current  newspapers and per iodica ls  and a f t e r  much discussion t h e  na t iona l  
coverage has been ra t iona l ized .  
per iodicals  a r e  received from t h e  Middle East by some l i b r a r y  i n  this 
country. 
w i l l  have t o  borrow it from, say, London, bu t  ease of lending is  a pre- 
r equ i s i t e  of t h i s  scheme. 
be a day o r  two. 
3. The scheme out l ined i n  2 above has been extended t o  
cover long back runs of newspapers and per iodicals .  
expensive and usua l ly  only one l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  country will hold, f o r  example, 
t h e  back runs of al-Ahram on microfilm. 
held by Oxford but i s  r ead i ly  ava i lab le  on loan t o  any other  l i b r a r y  i n  
the  country. 
4. Index Islamicus. 
cooperatively. 
5 .  Index Arabicus. 
art icles i n  some 50 Arabic per iodica ls  which have appeared s ince the  middle 
of t he  19th century. 
being prepared for publication. 
cooperatively. 
6. This  is  a 
l i s t i n g  of a bas ic  co l lec t ion  of books f o r  a nascent l i b r a r y  of Middle 
Eastern Studies. 
published i n  1972. A three day conference was held i n  Cambridge a t  which 
members were tnv i t ed  t o  prepare papers on spec i f i c  top ics ,  t o  defend them 
during discussion and t o  rev ise  them f o r  publication. 

The material concerned i s  mainly government and semi-off ic ia l  
A l i b r a r y  agrees t o  c o l l e c t  such mater ia l  only i n  addi t ion  

Current Mewspapers and Periodicals .  Detailed lists have been drawn up 

It i s  now believed t h a t  most important 
u* 

I t  may mean t h a t  a reader requiring a ce r t a in  per iodica l  i n  Oxford 

The delay i n  receiving material on loan may only 

Back Numbers. 
Such material i s  very 

This pa r t i cu la r  t i t l e  happens t o  be 

Members of t he  Committee have been producing t h i s  

T h i s  work based on Index Islamicus i s  a l i s t i n g  of 

50,000 e n t r i e s  have been made and the work i s  now 
Again, a l l  t h e  work has been done 

Middle East and Islam: A Bibliograuhical Introduction. 

It was prepared co l l ec t ive ly  by members of MELCOM and 

U 
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7. A Bibliographical Guide t o  Islamic Studies.  
based on Gabr i e l i t s  Manuale d i  Bib l iograf ia  Musulmana 
series of seminars held during 1972 a t  which 20 papers were given on various 
aspects of Islamic s tudies .  
They go i n t o  much g rea t e r  depth than the  previous i t e m  and should be useful  
as a basic  bibl iographical  t oo l .  
8. 
l ist  of a l l  Arabic per iodica ls  held by Br i t i sh  l i b r a r i e s .  
ject  will begin i n  t h e  near future .  
9 .  
the establishment of a B r i t i s h  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Egyptian s tudies  i n  Cairo. 
member of the  staff of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  will be a l i b r a r i a n  who w i l l  be respons- 
i b l e  f o r  purchasing books f o r  members o f  MELCOM i n  a scheme somewhat similar 
t o  the  Library of Congress PL 480 Center. 

and t o  date we have welcomed v i s i t o r s  from Germany, France, U . S . ,  Feypt, 
Israel  and Lebanon. 

This handbook has been 
and r e s u l t s  from a 

These a r e  now being revised f o r  publication. 

A grant  has been obtained from the  B r i t i s h  Academy t o  produce a union 
Work on t h i s  pro- 

MELCOM has been ac t ive  i n  discussions which it i s  hoped w i l l  lead t o  
A 

Visi t ing l i b r a r i a n s  from abroad are always welcome at MELCOM meetings 

Derek Hopwood i s  Middle Eastern Bibliographer a t  St.  ilntonyts College, Oxford. 

"The C a l l  of t h e  Curlew, by Taha Husayn, an Essay i n  Appreciation," 
by Kenneth Wolin 

Du'Lf al-Karawh was wr i t ten  i n  1935, but  only recent ly  came i n t o  vivid,  
l i v ing  r e a l i t y  f o r  t h i s  reader. 
f o r  t he  novel may not be out of place, and f o r  i t s  author, t h a t  ttgrand old 
mantt of modern Arabic l i t e r a t u r e .  

imposed l imi t a t ion  on his narra t ive . ( l )  
t o  use idiomatic spoken Arabic as a wri t t en  form; t h i s  option was not  accept- 
ab le  i n  1935--nor was it really necessary. Despite t he  formal, even s t i l t e d  
requirements of t he  c l a s s i c a l  s t ruc ture ,  a tender  and sens i t i ve  s to ry  ttcomes 
a l i v e  . 

Conversations of v i l l a g e  women, for example, could never have been i n  
the high-class Arabic recorded here. The older s i s t e r  warns, "Beware of doing 
what I did, or  of being deceived as I was deceived, o r  of being driven t o  what 
I was driven."(2) 
used i n  co l loquia l  Arabic. Again, Amna, the  younger sister, has a v io l en t ly  
emotional conversation with her mother, one which could not conceivably have 
been expressed i n  anything but  t he  freest and most idiomatic of spoken 
Arabic . ( 3 )  
does come through--is perhaps even heightened by t h e  eloquence of i t s  
language. 

t i a l  f o r  c rea t ive  expression, on the  other.  Amnats ambivalent fee l ings ,  as 
she is  torn  by inner  decision, are described by d i f f e r e n t  forms of t h e  same 
verb root ,  but with opposite meanings.(b) 
i n  a s ingle  phrase, but  with a prefixed p a r t i c l e  t o  give an  addi t iona l  
meaning.(S) The i n f i n i t e  r ichness  of Arabic vocabulary shows itself i n  t h e  
pouring fo r th  of synonyms t o  describe t h e  emotional llfeellt of some s i t u a t i o n  
o r  person.(6) The paradoxes of l i f e  and i t s  tensions appear as contrast ing 

Thus perhaps a be la ted  word of appreciat ion 
L 

Taha Husayn has accepted the d i sc ip l ine  of c l a s s i c a l  Arabic as a self-  
Writers s ince  h i s  time have begun 

The sentence i s  f u l l  of vocabulary and s t ruc tu res  never 

And yet, desp i te  t h e  po ten t i a l  unreality, the  emotional i n t e n s i t y  

For w h a t  i s  a l imi t a t ion  on one hand, i s  a vehicle  of tremendous poten- 

The same word m a y  be used twice 
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L' adject ives . (7)  The emphatic p a r t i c l e s  of c l a s s i c a l  Arabic appear f requent ly ,  
giving i n t e n s i t y  without any corresponding l o s s  t o  t h e  sense of r ea l i t y , (B)  

There is more t o  t h e  sec re t  of t h i s  book's power than the author 's  use 
of language. Along with t h a t  goes a remarkable a b i l i t y  t o  t e l l  a s t o r y  
e f fec t ive ly .  For example, t h e  opening page appears again, l a t e r  i n  t h e  book. 
It i s  repeated exactly,  ending with t h e  same, t an ta l i z ing ly  suggestive l i n e ,  
"Then h e  turned toward h i s  bedroom and I followed along behind him.Il(9) 
Only a t  t h e  second reading i s  one aware of how i n f i n i t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h e  s i t -  
uat ion is, from the  one imagined a t  first.  The c lues  are a l l  there ,  bu t  it 
i s  almost impossible t o  guess a t  t h e i r  meaning u n t i l  t h e  s to ry  resolves  it- 
self later. 
ance, bu t  far more vividly,  of the i r  inner  being, or  of the reac t ion  they 
provoke i n  another. Examples are t h e  b r u t a l  coarseness of Amna%uncle,(lo) 
o r  wealthy ye t  gent le  and f r i end ly  Khadfja, the  mis t ress  for  whom Amna came 
t o  work,( l l )  or  t he  anguished older  s i s t e r , ( l 2 )  or  the mother, caught i n  the  
horrors of a b r u t a l  s o c i a l  system.(l3) A m ' s  react ions t o  each a r e  painted 
wi th  v iv id  word p ic tures  t h a t  are grippingly convincing--the dread she f e l t  
of h e r  uncle, and her  hatred of him af terwards,( lk)  her obedience t o  h e r  
mother a t  first, and p i t y  f o r  her ,  but t h e  change toward her l a t e r ,  t o  com- 
p l e t e  revuls ion,( lS)  the t e r r i b l e  time of delirium s h e  spent i n  her unc le ' s  
home,(l6) t h e  inner  tensions she f e l t  as her  time of revenge drew near . ( l?)  

again i n  l i t t l e  things.  Though it i s  Amna who t e l l s  the  s tory ,  we read a t  
one point,  "1 see her  on t h e  way east, and my heart f i l l s  with compassion 
and admiration f o r  her," and then la ter ,  "Yes, I see myself on t h e  way, 
alone, dest i tute . ' I ( l8)  
it as a r e f r a i n  i n  recording her revuls ion a t  h i s  coming.(l9) Parallel 
phrases i n  the  same sentence, ei ther the  same word a t  times, o r  an opposite 
one, demonstrate t h e  writer's constant art istry.  

The background f o r  Call of the C u r l e w  is Egyptian l i f e ,  i n  a l l  i t s  many 
va r i e t i e s ;  i n s igh t s  about it appear constantly.  Examples t h a t  might be 
noted are: t he  two sisters' obedience t o  t h e i r  mother, desp i te  t h e i r  d i s -  
taste f o r  wha t  s h e  suggested f o r  them;(20) t h e  mother's submission t o  the  
inexorable laws of her v i l l age  society;(21) t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  of an unknown 
v i l l age  'Umda when t h e  mother and daughters come t o  h i s  door as complete 
strangers.(22) 
as when Amna and her  family eat with village women and she is h o r r i f i e d  t o  
remember how they h a s t i l y  wolf down t h e i r  food; it i s  a s t a r t l i n g  cont ras t  
t o  t he  gracious, l ingering enjoyment of food Amna has observed i n  t h e  c i t y .  
(23) 
the  ch i ldren  are going t o  school and enter ing i n t o  t h e  exci t ing world of 
books, but the  father i s  p i t i f u l  i n  h i s  longing t o  be able t o  decipher and 
enjoy the  volumes over which they pore.(24) 
sh ip  i s  vi ta l  t o  t h e  s tory,  and i s  keenly described a t  severa l  points ,  
espec ia l ly  i n  AmnaIs first introduct ion t o  i t . (2S)  
l i f e  i s  t h e  descr ipt ion of Khadija when she received word of her engagement, 
inwardly exci ted,  y e t  outwardly dejected,  according t o  the mores of h e r  
s o c i a l  s t a tus .  (26) 

placed on family honor,(27) and t he  importance of blood feuds, when t h e  

iz ing  a l l  v i l l age  women, i s  noted,(29) but t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  independent 
i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  women of s t rength and dubious character  i s  a l so  seen, i n  
the  v i l l age  women who have made good i n  t h e  ci ty . (30)  

Descriptions of characters  a r e  rarely of t h e i r  physical  appear- 

One senses t h e  d e f t  ye t  s ens i t i ve  touch of t h e  w r i t e r ' s  s k i l l  again and 

Pma picks up the  question of her mother, and uses I -  

u 

Vivid cont ras t s  are painted between v i l l a g e  and c i t y  l i fe--  

Again, a v i l l age  family which has moved t o  the  c i t y  i s  described; 

The servant-master r e l a t ion -  

And how very t rue  t o  

Village customs appear i n  a l l  t h e i r  stark real i ty-- the supreme value 

c chief  guard i s  murdered.(28) The ab jec t  pos i t ion  of t'le mother, symbol- 
u 
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But of course, nothing of t h i s  would have been e f f ec t ive  without t h e  

Yet the author has always 
s t o r y  which they relate. 
wel l  have been t o l d  with c rudi ty  and i l l t a s t e .  
used a kind of gracious reserve,  a will ingness t o  accept r e a l i t y  and its 
consequences without dwelling upon or  enjoying it. Thus when Amna and her  
s i s t e r  a re  taken away from the  vi l lage by t h e i r  mother, it is  c l e a r  t ha t  t h e  
father has brought some kind of disgrace upon them, i n  h i s  death. 
d e t a i l s  are given. 
i n  t h e  p lo t .  
upon the  characters ,  and upon the t o t a l  p lo t .  

But sure ly  i t  i s  time now t o  trace on through t h e  s t o r y  i tself .  
t h ree  women--the mother and two daughters--all f ind  work i n  the  c i t y  (appar- 
e n t l y  a provincial  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  Nile Delta, not Cairo),  a l l  i n  d i f f e ren t  
homes. 
c l a s s  g i r l  about her own age. 
t h e i r  re la t ionship  : 

I t  i s  not  a p r e t t y  s tory ,  and contains much which could 

But no 
The same i s  t rue  of other po ten t i a l ly  sordid episodes 

Evil i s  not dwelt upon f o r  i t s  own sake, but  f o r  i t s  e f f e c t  

The 

Amna i s  t h e  most for tunate ,  becoming t h e  companlon f o r  an upper- 
A touch of humor, with b i t t e r  irony, descr ibes  

I was t o  accompany h e r  i n  her  play,  but not play with her ;  
t o  accompany her t o  school, but not l ea rn  with he r ;  t o  accompany 
her during v i s i t s  of p r iva t e  tu to r s ,  when they came i n  t h e  after-  
noons, but not t o  l i s t e n  t o  $he lesson with her.(31) 

However, because Khadija i s  a pa r t i cu la r ly  f r i end ly  and sens i t i ve  g i r l ,  t h e  
re la t io .?ship develops i n t o  f a r  qore than  t h i s .  Amna i s  able  t o  absorb much 
about the more gent le  ways of the  upper-class, as wel l  as considerable 
schooling. 

government-employed engineer who l i v e s  alone, i n  a house near t h a t  where Amna 
works. The mother is i n  s t i l l  a. t h i r d  home, of v i l l a g e  people who have moved 
t o  the c i t y  s o  t h e i r  chi ldren can go t o  school. Once a week they a l l  have 
some time o f f ,  and can meet i n  t h e  t i n y  room which i s  t h e i r  home i n  t h e  c i t y .  

The mother f i n a l l y  b l u r t s  out ,  We must leave t h e  c i t y  !I' 
are hor r f f ied ,  but  espec ia l ly  hna;  however, out of obedience t o  t h e i r  mother, 
they go along. Only later, as t h e y  spend t h e  night i n  a v i l l a g e  'Urndals home, 
does Amna l ea rn  t h e  reason f o r  the i r  f l i g h t .  It i s  a moving scene as the  two 
sisters sit together  on t h e  f l a t  roof of the 'Umdals house, under t h e  night  
sky, with curlews ca l l i ng  overhead. The older  sister f inds  comfort i n  being 
held i n  Amna's arms, but  pa the t i ca l ly  makes her p ro te s t  t o  t h e  r i g i d ,  unbend- 
ing s o c i a l  mores when she says,  "1 wish you were our mother, comforting me." 
Even here, though we know t h a t  the s i s t e r  went on t o  t e l l  m a  t h e  whole 
s tory,  and warned her  about l e t t i n g  it happen t o  her, no d e t a i l s  are given 
t o  t h e  reader. 
i s  l e f t  i n  t a c t f u l  obscurity.  

group of other  women who a r e  there, u n t i l  the  mother's brother  a r r ives  on h i s  
way home from a t rading mission. 
a l i t y  is apparent here, as t h e  'Umda i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h i s  man must s t a y  t h e  
night ,  so a l l  can hear t h e  s t o r i e s  he t e l l s . ( 3 2 )  
h i s  camels, and they a l l  set  out for home. 
night;  and it i s  under t h e  shadow of darkness that he can cleanse the family's 
honor by k i l l i n g  the  older  sister. 

The o lder  s i s t e r  i s  a l s o  ha.ppy i n  her work, as personal servant  t o  a 

- L  

One time Amna arrives t o  f i n d  the  two others  s i t t i n g  i n  gloomy s i lence .  
Both t h e  s i s t e r s  

Whatever happened t o  the sister a t  the home of t h e  engineer 

'he  p i t i f u l  family accepts the  hosp i t a l i t y  of t h e  'Umda, joining t h e  

Another t yp ica l  custom of v i l l age  hospi t -  

The next day he loads up 
He i n s i s t s  on t r ave l l i ng  the  next 

Again, t h e  curlews a r e  ca l l i ng  as Amna rea l i zes  with horror  t h a t  her  
mother has agreed t o  the  deed. The nar ra t ive  continues, as the mother c r i e s ,  L 
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"Did you do it, NE$ir?" Then, behold, she burst i n t o  simple- 
minded tears, t h a t  crying of a completely submissive woman who has 
ne i the r  power nor a b i l i t y  t o  do anything but  shed her  tears. 

end of the age, and you w i l l  never wash away one drop of t h i s  
innocent blood! Woe t o  you, oh g u i l t y  mother ! You w i l l  never 
r e s to re  yourself  t o  innocence and peace of mind! (33) 

When Amna s t ruggles  to consciousness again, she i s  i n  a bed a t  her 

Oh, you miserable wanan, you can pour out your t e a r s  t o  the  

uncle 's  hme. 
blood she sees pouring f o r t h  from her  sister, i n  the nightmares of delirium; 
but  she knows t h a t  i f  she screams her  mother w i l l  come t o  care  for her--she 
can no longer s tand  t o  see her  o r  have her around. 
has regained some of her  s t rength,  she escapes and sets out,  alone, f o r  t h e  
c i t y  and her beloved Khadija. She i s  not alone, however. Always there are 
the  "red demonst1 which haunt her,  and 
sister. 
t h e  m a n  who has caused t h e  tragedy. 

back eagerly, and her l i f e  returns  t o  i t s  b l i s s f u l  learning i n  t h e  compan- 
ionship of her  f r iend .  But not  a l together ,  f o r  nearby t h e  house of t h e  
young engineer continues t o  haunt her. Amna f inds  her thoughts turning 
inevi tab ly  toward him; one window looks out  t o  v i e w  t h e  entrance of h i s  
house, and f u r t i v e l y  she comes t o  spend more, and more of her time there ,  
learning of his comings and goings. 
nat ion i n  these words: 

She wants t o  scream with t e r r o r ,  a t  t he  s c a r l e t  fountain of 

So f i n a l l y ,  when she 

curlew's c a l l  t o  remind her of her  
Never far  from he r  thinking is  a t e r r i b l e  drive f o r  vengeance on 

A t  Khadijals house, it i s  as i f  nothing had happened--Amm i s  welcomed 

A t  one poin t  she descr ibes  her f a sc i -  

He was the smoldering fire, and I t h e  moth t h a t  f l i t t e d  around 
and w a s  drawn t o  it, knowing a l l  t h e  time t h a t  it w i l l  burn and 
destroy. ( 3 L )  

Then one day a new blow falls-a bus t l e  of activity begins i n  each of 
the two houses, i n  preparatSon fo r  some grea t  event. 
horror t h a t  an engagement ha5 been arranged between Khadija and t h e  young 
engineer. 
and though she l i s t e n s  t o  Khadlja t a l k  i n  bashful excitement about the news, 
inwardly, a t e r r i b l e  c o n f l i c t  i s  going on. 
why? 
Or could it be--the thought suddenly occurs t o  Amna--that she wanted him 
f o r  he r se l f ?  It was Itas i f  she had i n h e r i t e d  him from her csister, af ter  
her death.It(35) 

with Khadija's mother, t e l l s  her the whole dismal t a l e .  Then, knowing she 
can no longer bear t o  f ace  Khadija, h n a  leaves the  house, never t o  r e tu rn  
again. A s  a r e s u l t  of the  disclosure,  t h e  engagement i s  cancelled, and 
Khadija'e family arranges f o r  a t r ans fe r  t o  another c i t y ,  t o  escape the  
shame of their  broken promise. 

i n  t h e  book, as t h e  wr i t e r  arranges events somewhat a r t i f i c i a l l y ,  moving 
toward the  climax--and t h a t  t o  which Amna has been working-when she manages 
t o  g e t  her  sister's former pos i t ion  f o r  herself. As she meets the young 
man, the  s t o r y  goes: 

Amna discovers t o  her 

Though s h e  goes about her  work i n  p r e p v a t i o n  f o r  t he  celebrat ion,  

And i f  so, Should she warn them? 
Is she r e a l l y  t ry ing  t o  save Khadija? O r  was revenge her  motive? 

Finally,  she can bear  it no longer, and, asking f o r  a moment of pr iva te  

The next episodes need not be given i n  d e t a i l .  They a r e  t h e  weakest 

My new master approached m e ,  smiling, pleased, gazing in -  
t e n t l y  i n t o  my face  f o r  a time, then turning h i s  gaze t o  each 
p a r t  of my body, as i f  he were examining a t o y  he was about t o  buy. 
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If he could have, he would have rushed forward t o  examine m e  by the 
touch of h i s  hands, bu t  apparently he s t i l l  had kept  himself some 
shred of decency. So he had t o  be content with those long, l inger -  
ing gazes which completely d ives t  a woman of her  clothing.(36) 

We are l e f t  completely i n  the  dark about what h n a  intends t o  do i n  her 
new employment--perhaps because she a l s o  has such mixed motives. 
u a l l y  t h e  awful poet ic  j u s t i c e  of the s i t u a t i o n  becomes c l e a r  t o  t h e  reader ,  
(and perhaps a l s o  t o  her ) ,  t h a t  she i s  determined t o  make herself graciously 
available t o  him a t  a l l  times, without ever ac tua l ly  giving i n  t o  h i s  de- 
bauchery! This i s  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  context within which the  opening page i s  
repeated, taking on an e n t i r e l y  new meaning. 

The youth comes home one night,  after his usual  l a t e  evening with his 
f r iends ,  t o  f i n d  h i s  servant g i r l  w a i t i n g  f o r  him a t  the  door. When he asks 
about it, she r e p l i e s  cheerful ly ,  "1 thought my master might have need of me." 
He commends her,  adding a few derogatory remarks about how deeply other  s e r -  
vants have always s l e p t ,  i n  h i s  employ, and then suggests t ha t  she come w i t h  
him t o  h i s  room. 
before,  "Then he turned toward the bedroom and I followed along behind 
him."(37) 
gent ly  refusing any fu r the r  advances. 

g i r l  triumphant every t i m e .  She says once, "1 had m e t  him on the  b a t t l e f i e l d  
of his own choice, and defeated him."(38) 
as " tha t  which destroys a man's manhood, making him seem strong as a l i o n ,  
bu t  weak as a mouse, strong as a. lord,  bu t  despicable as a slave."(39) Event- 
ually they  came t o  a kind of t ruce,  an acceptance of each other.  
man even begins t o  change h i s  w e y s ,  spending less of his evenings out,  and 
more time a t  home, t o  be near her. 

herse l f  t o r n  between sympathy and a growing tenderness f o r  him, now, and her  
older  i r o n  resolves  t o  punish him. 
night ,  and t h e  v i s ion  of her  dead sister, were receding from her mind. They 
were no longer with her constantly,  as before. 

u n t i l  he came t o  her  one day, announcing t h a t  he has been t ransfer red  t o  Cairo, 
and she w i l l  not be troubled by him any more. 

But grad- 

Then comes the  f a t a l  sentence, so easily misunderstood 

As we l e a r n  now, she i s  gracious t o  tend t o  h i s  needs, w h i l e  

This is  the  pa t t e rn  which w o l d s ,  then, a b a t t l e  of wills, with t h e  

H i s  ab j ec t  pleading i s  described ' 

The young 

O f  course a l l  t h i s  was bound t o  have i t s  e f f e c t  on Amna. She found 

She found that the  "red demons1! of t h e  

None of t h i s  inner  turmoil  showed i t s e l f  t o  t he  engineer. Not, a t  least, 

The sentence f e l l  upon me l i k e  a b o l t  of l ightning.  I w a s  
bewildered, not answering and not t ry ing  t o  hide my bewilderment. 
Suddenly I burst i n t o  t ea r s .  The youth d r e w  near t o  me; f o r  once 
I didn ' t  draw back from him. He put  h i s  hands on my shoulders, 
and I d id  not  r e s i s t  him. I was l o s t  i n  s i lence ,  with my tears 
f a l l i ng .  The youth stood as he was before me,  i n  a s i lence  not 
usual f o r  him, j u s t  looking a t  me s i l e n t l y ,  wondering; and turning 
from me s l i g h t l y ,  he s a i d  i n  a voice l i k e  t h a t  of a ghost, Whatls 
this I see. You do hate  t o  leave me, thenC'(40) 

The r e s t  i s  almost anti-climactic.  He takes  her  with him t o  l ive i n  
h i s  parents' home i n  Cairo, t o  continue as h i s  p r iva t e  servant.  
a r e  astounded a t  t h e  change i n  him, and urge him t o  go out with h i s  f r iends  
more often.  He prefers  t o  s t a y  a t  home, of ten  spending long hours i n  conver- 
s a t ion  with Su'ad ( t h e  name she had adopted when first employed by him). 

and asks her  t o  m a r r y  him. 

H i s  parents  

One day he i n s i s t s  on facing with her  t h e  matter of t h e i r  f r iendship,  
She, of course, refuses ,  and when he repea ts  h i s  

Y 

e 
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L/- request,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  h i s  parents  would be wi l l ing  t o  accept her, she 
goes on t o  say t h a t  Fate has ordained t h a t  t h i s  be impossible. 
mystified and pleads with he r  t o  explain what she means. 

i n s i s t e d  on maintaining her  status as a servant.  
urged he t o  s i t ,  i n  h i s  presence, and she has always refused. Now, she has 
been standing behind a chair ,  r e s t ing  her hand on it. 
symbolizes t h e  f i n a l  breaking of he r  resolves,  she says, "Then give me per- 
mission t o  s i t  down,It and goes ahead t o  s i t ,  without waiting f o r  h i s  
answer. (41) 

the  ending was changed. 
k i l l s  t h e  boy. 
unsophisticated charm of Taha  Husayn's ending. 
on how t h e  curlew has brought them together ,  and then, presumably, they 
l i v e  happily ever a f t e r .  We have come a long way from the  age of Romanti- 
cism, and f i n d  it hard to  accept as real  a non-violent, i d y l l i c  reso lu t ion  
t o  tragedy. 

Maybe the Call of the C u r l e w  has a message f o r  u s  even today--that 
pa t i en t  ins i s tence  on walking i n  t h e  r i g h t  can be redemptive, t h a t  love 
can grow out of t h e  blood-red wells of revenge, or even, of l u s t .  Per -  
haps we need once again the  e t e r n a l  message t h a t  good can triumph, i f  
given a chance, and t h a t  t he  s t o r y  of it i s  s t i l l  wor thpa in t ing ,  i n  
the  glor ious hues of  classical romanticism and eloquence. 
i n  another context,  Who knows, it may be t h a t  your t e l l i n g  of it w i l l  
be a warning t o  m e ,  and a comfort t o  y0u .~~(k2)  

al-SW$T lists a senslb of "good taste" among many requirements 
f o r  one who would appreciate  the excellences of t h e  Qur~Zn. 
quotation, he compares it t o  a man's perception of beauty i n  two young 
ladies, one with f a r  superior  physical  a t t r i b u t e s ,  y e t  men of good taste 
i n s t i n c t i v e l y  p re fe r  t h e  other,  without really knowing why. (43) 

those who would a l so  "experiencef1 the book's beauty without it ! And of 
course one always wonders i f  such an experience does mean t h e  reader 
has good t a s t e ,  o r  i s  simply sentimental ,  o r  old-fashioned, a hopeless 
romanticist .  The only way t o  know, f i n a l l y ,  i s  by encouraging o thers  
t o  t ry  the  book, and expose themselves t o  i t s  charm. 
f o r  wri t ing t h e  a r t i c l e .  

He is  

Her next movement i s  cruc ia l .  Unt i l  t h a t  time she has always 
Many times he has 

And i n  an act which 

The movie vers ion of t he  book has appeared, and as i s  of ten  t h e  case, 
The uncle appears, and seeing the two embracing, 

Even the  Hollywood of Cairo could not  bear t h e  simple, 
The young m a n  only  comments 

We c a l l  it naive, un rea l i s t i c .  

As Amna says 
5. , 

u 
I n  one 

I n  a sense, t h i s  word of appreciat ion will mean l i t t l e  except t o  

Thus t h e  v a l i d i t y  

Kenneth E. Nolin is minister of a church i n  Fredericktown, Pa. 

Notes t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  Page references following a r e  t o  t he  1958 
Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo, ed i t i on  of Du'gl al-Karawh. (1) Amna, when f i r s t  
introduced t o  the  French language, comments, "1 know there is  the  v i l l a g e  
language which I used t o  speak, t h e  language of Cairo which Khadija 
speaks, and a t h i r d  language which we read i n  books; though we are not  
unable t o  understand it, we f ind  some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  it." p. 95.  4s far 
as could be noted, only one co l loquia l  word appears i n  the text, t h e  
honorif ic  t i t l e  with which a government employee might be addressed, 
ttal-BiSshmuhandislt, p. 60. ( 2 )  The i n i t i a l  p a r t i c l e ,  "Beware," IyyZki, 
i s  never heard i n  co l loquia l  speech, and would invar iab ly  be iw 'Z;  - 
the  verb f o r  Itdot', taf 'ali and fa 'a l t i ,  i s  l imi ted  t o  c l a s s i c a l  Arabic; 

.e._ 

LP 
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t h e  passive construction 0?1y r a r e l y  appears i n  v i l l a g e  speech, tukhda'i kamH % 

khudi'tu and aw tudfa ' i  i l a  mi th l i  mS dufi ' tu  i layhi;  t h e  preposition i l a y h i  
-classical, and would become l u  i n  col loquial .  
(4) "impelled but  repel led",  t ud fa ' i r a - t anda f i ' i ,  p. 61. 
place, bewildered, o r  l i k e  one bewildered", dhghilatan aw ka-al-dhZhilah, p.31; 
and again, !'The difference between them and the animals of the house w a s  
negl igible ,  or  almost negl igible ,"  wa-al-farq malghl aw ka-al-malghr, p.  130. 
(6) "I hated the violence t h a t  was immediately evident t o  everyone coming i n t o  
contact with him...that b r u t a l  tone so typ ica l  of h i s  conversation, t h e  de te r -  
mined voice which tossed out words a t  you with decisiveness (ipzm), de te r -  
mination ( 'azm), and forcefulness  (shiddah), no t  accepting any question o r  
argument." p. 53. It is of ten  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  the English equivalents 
f o r  a s e r i e s  of p a r a l l e l  synonyms l i k e  those used above. 
miserable g i r l  taste anything of l i f e ' s  pleasure except those bittersweet 
fruits?l!  p. 96 hadhihi al-thamarzt al-Qulwah al-murrah. 
hastily,Il 
possible  i n  a c l a s s i c a l  Arabic construction: Inn?: la-atarLja' musri 'atan, 
p. 52, and frequent ly  elsewhere. 
( 1 2 )  "This g i r l  who looks behind her  t o  see a love l o s t ,  and looking ahead 
of her i  a t e r r i fy ing  fear," p. 60: hadhihi al-fatzt allat5 t a n q r  warsfaha' 
fa-tara bubban murjayya'an w a - t a q u r  ammahii fa-tar5 khawfan murawwi'an. 
(13) P. 52-53 9 71. (U) P* 53-55 Y 102 . I n  t h e  l a t te r ,  h a  i s  reac t ing  t o  
songs of love  which she hears, agld which remind her  t h a t  he r  sister used t o  
sing them; though they meant much t o  her, o thers  who hear them are i n  no way 
affected by them. "It brings t o  mind t h a t  ev i l  uncle who has heard the  song 
a thousand and one times, but  it did not bring him t o  h i s  senses...never 
helping him t o  t a s t e  e i t h e r  t he  (delight of love nor i t s  pain, nor teaching 
him t h a t  t he re  i s  i n  love what i s  above reproach, what i s  above crime, what 
i s  above punishment." p. 102. (15) p. 23 and 52-53, contrasted t o  71 f f .  
(16) p. 72-82. 
my uncle, NiT$r,Il p. 53: Wa'am ' a r i f t u  kh3H N B q i r .  (20,) p. 23, 52-43. 
I n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  Amna has a d t o  meet t h e  f a the r  of Khadija, a pol ice  
o f f i c e r ,  when he comes t o  inves t iga te  a crime a t  the  village i n  which they 
have taken refuge. 
"Yes, I had intended t o  do it, and almost did. 
misery of former times ( t h e  death of her  husband, i n  dfsgrace) t h a t  was 
always with her; I saw my s i s t e r  and t he  new misery she w a s  experiencing. 
So I chose the  agony of these  two miserable souls over t h e  good I would have 
preferred f o r  myself. I stayed with them, waiting f o r  what t h e  days ahead 
concealed f o r  the  two of them.fg ( 2 1 )  p. 71. (22) p. 25. (23) "How d i f f e r -  
en t  these  gulping mouths which t o s s  i n  t h e  food f r a n t i c a l l y ,  so t h a t  it i s  
hardly there  before it i s  rushed on t o  t h e  throa ts ;  as i f  nature  had not 
created these mouths with any sense of t a s t e  t o  enjoy what they e a t  and 
drink, but only as a way t o  t h r o a t s  and bellies.. .Where could I f i n d  the  
s t rength  t o  fo rce  my hand i n  among those grasping hands and move my mouth 
with those mouths? A l l  I could do was sit among these  women, looking a t  
them i n  disgust ,  assuaging my hunger with the  f lat ,  wide, round loaves,  
r o l l i n g  some i n  my hand and grasping at some food from time t o  time." p. 38. 
(24) p. 139. 
See a l so  note 31. 
she approaches it, yet withdraws herse l f  from it, accepts it as good news, 
bu t  r e j e c t s  it; her  soul  re jo ices ,  but  she i s  ashamed t o  t a l k  about it; 

(3) p. 3b-35. 
( 5 )  "1 s tand  i n  my 

( 7 )  "Did t h a t  

(8) "I drew back 
a p a l l i d  t r ans l a t ion  which i n  no way expresses t h e  double emphasis 

(10) p.  5 3 .  (11) p. 19 ff .  (9) p. 10, 151. 

(17) p. 1lb-115. (18) p. 83 f f . ,  and 86. (19) "Yes, I knew 

Her impulse t o  go t o  him was forbidden by her  mother. 
But I saw my mother, and t he  

(25) p.  19. The passage i s  t r ans l a t ed  on p.e16= of the  a r t i c l e .  
(26) p. 116: fl...open, y e t  concealed, evident yet obscure; 
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her  heart i s  f i l l e d  with pleasure and de l igh t ,  bu t  good manners force  her 
t o  pretend sadness whenever it is  mentioned t o  her." 
(28) p. 51. ( 2 9 )  p.  71. (30) p. 40-46. (31)  p. 19 .  ( 3 2 )  5 5 .  
( 3 3 )  p. 71. (3h) p. 103. (35) p. 115. (36) p. 150. ( 3 7 )  P- 10, 151* 

(27 )  p. 71. 

Only one small change was noted i n  the e n t i r e  page; it was perhaps an 
oversight,  or a misprint .  (38) p. 152. (39) p.  155. (40) p. 16. 
(41) p. 175. (&2)  p. 29. (43) al-ItqEn f€ 'uliirn al-Qur'Zn, Cairo, 
Mustaf a al-Babi al-FIalabi (3d ed. ) , 1951 , v- 2, P* 181 , based on a quo- 
t a t fon  from Ibn AbT al-HadXd. 
ed i ted  by Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl, Cairo, Platbz 'at al-Kashhad al-Husayni, 
1967, t h e  reference i s  t o  v. 4, p. 186-187.) 

( I n  another ed i t i on  of t he  ItqBn, - t h a t  

COLLATION FROM OTHEFt LIBRARY AREAS TOUCHIW MIDDLE EAST INTERESTS 

AIL. The Association of Research Librar ies '  Sub-committee on t h e  
p l i i d d l x s t  i s  surveying the  Cairo PL 480 Program of 
book d i s t r ibu t ion  t o  se lec ted  American Middle East Collections.  The 
technica l  processes of receiving l i b r a r i e s  were guaged i n  a 1973 
questionnaire.  (This has been t h e  year of quesLionnaires !) This  
revealed a range of c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  deal ing with backlogs o f  books and 
per iodicals .  David Partington i s  managing the  survey, and he r epor t s  
t h a t  t h e  next s t eps  t o  be taken are close s tud ie s  of 1) the  uses of 
these research materials i n  receiving i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and 2 )  the  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  more e f f i c i e n t  use i n  schools wh.ich now must pay t h e  dea le r ' s  p r i ce  
f o r  books ava i lab le  from Cairo. 

low costa 

CRL. The Center f o r  Research Librar ies  i n  Chicago i s  now operating - i t s  expanded Journals  Droject. 
towards the  establishment i n  t h e  U,S. of a comprehensive na t iona l  lending 
l i b r a r y  system f o r  journals.  
t ions  of 50 percent science and technology, 25 percent s o c i a l  sciences,  
and 25 percent humanities. 
East library col lec t ions  a r e  members of CFU,, some journal  t i t l e s  r e l a t i v e  
t o  our area are already ava i lab le  there .  Member i n s t i t u t i o n s  recommend 
t i t l e s  t h a t  are new o r  t h a t  they wish t o  cancel,  but  which they need t o  
have ava i lab le  on loan i f  ca l l ed  fo r .  Ti t les  of some i n t e r e s t  l i s t e d  
through June of 1973 include: Bitzaron (N.Y.), IBLA (Tunis),  Ishmael 
(Pa r i s ) ,  Journal  Asiatique ( P a ' m d d l e  E a s t E s p e c t i v e  ( n a n d  
In te rna t iona l  U b r a r y  Review ( N . Y . ) .  

From the 1973 Summer convention of the American Library Assoc- 

This program of acquis i t ion  i s  moving 

Floldings emphasis w i l l  approximate propor- 

Although not a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  major  Middle 

ALA. - 
i a t i o n  we have first r epor t s  of the  meeting i n  which the  Asian-African 
Section of the  Association of College and Research Librar ies  (an ALA 
divis ion)  par t ic ipa ted .  These published (LC Information S u l l e t i n ,  8-17-73) 
and verbal  accounts ind ica te  t ha t  the  discussion worked on problems spec ia l  
t o  serials l ib rar ianship ,  and d id  not  go i n t o  matters  a r i s ing  from Yon- 
Western language materials. 
t o  serials work. 

Cooperation was a leading theme i n  the  approach 

AJL. The Association of Jewish Librar ies  m e t  i n  Los Angeles a t  the  
end o m e .  I ts  research d iv is ion  devoted one session t o  discuss  t h e  
e f f ec t s  t h a t  the closing of the  PL 480 o f f i c e  i n  Tel-Aviv w i l l  have on 
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t h e i r  acquis i t ion  programs. 
poses a more ser ious problem of obtaining current  complete information per- 
t a in ing  t o  publ icat ions,  
every year (including numerous r e p r i n t s )  cover a broad range of subjects .  
Many t i t l e s  a r e  published by p r iva t e  or  obscure publ ishers  and it i s  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  maintain a complete and accurate  count and descr ip t iog  of these  
t i t l e s .  
cur ren t  l i s t i n g  of t i t l e s  t h a t  would be of value t o  College and Research 
l i b r a r i e s .  
r a t i o n  of cards. Now bibliographers w i l l  have t o  depend on book l ists ,  
ads e tc .  
University i s  by far  the  bes t  bibliographic t o o l  t h a t  now one must r e l y  
upon. 

Israel Book World, published by the  l s r a e l  Export Center; too i s  not 
complete, and oftentimes the e n t r i e s  contained i n  their  l ists  are conf l ic t ing .  

ASI, the  I s r a e l  Librar ians  Association, i s  sponsoring a pro jec t  f o r  pub- 
l i c  libraries. 
They can be purchased and used f o r  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  of purposes. 

Aside from the  f inanc ia l  burden, t h e  closing 

The number of publ icat ions t h a t  ap?ear i n  Israel  

The PL 480 l ists  were of course not complete but  of fe red  the  most 

It a lso  offered catalog copy t h a t  was used by LC f o r  i t s  prepa- 

Kiryat Sefer,  t he  bibliographic quar te r ly  published by t h e  Hebrew 

It too  i s  not complete and i s  not always current .  

Catalog cards are being prepared f o r  current  publ icat ions.  

Note by Charles Cut ter ,  Ohio S t a t e  

i- 

LIBRARY TOURS, LOOK-INS AND NOTICES 

HARVARD Yiddle 3ast Librar ians  are planning and preparing f o r  publ icat ion 
a s e r i e s  of annotated subjec t  bibl iographies  ,based on the  Arabic PL 480 re- 
ce ip t s .  Fawzi Abdulrazak is  warwing on h i s t o r i c a l  mater ia l s  received i n  1973. 
We hope it can be published i n  t h e  Spring number o f  MELA Notes, t o  be follow- 

-. - 
"v 

ed by others.  
Arabic program t o  j o i n  them and choose a subject ,  
f o r  volunteers f o r  t h e  t a s k  back i n  the  1968 MESA Library Panel was conven- 
i e n t l y l h o t  heard' as being too  formidable an onus. (Yet those with much t o  
do seem t o  be the  ones who accomplish a grea t  deal!) Assis tant  Middle East 
Librar ian a t  Harvard and Secretary-Treasurer of MELA, Martha was, has plans 
f o r  a close survey of t h e  National Bibliographies of the  Fiddle  %st. 
too  may ask f o r  ass i s tance  i n  t h i s  la rge  task, with our publ icat ion t o  benef i t .  

an "'umr 

annual compilation of Arab book publishing, al-Nashrah al-'Arabxyah lil- 
Matbii'lt (1970- , published i n  Cairo, 1972- ). I n  the  lat ter t i t l e ,  
a hasty glance-over revealed t h a t  Saudi Arabia and Yemen missed t he  first 
issue. 
imprints i s  i n  t h e  course of time being bounded and known. 

And they a re  inv i t ing  o ther  colleagues with access t o  t h i s  
David Par t ing tonls  c a l l  

She 

I n  t h i s  regard, MELA Members are delighted t o  see i n  p r i n t  and hope t h a t  
aWZ1" w i l l  be enjoyed by Egypt's new annual l i s t i n g  o f  books i n  

p r i n t ,  + D a  fl al-Kit& al-Mi$r€ (1972- ), and the  League of Arab S ta t e s '  

Now, thanks t o  Dr. Shen i t i  and h is  colleagues, t h e  sea of Arabic 

The MESA survey of Middle East library col lec t ions  i n  t h e  U.S, made 
during the summer of 1973 brought a good response, meaning over 50 percent.  
Follow-ups w i l l  be made t o  gain f u r t h e r  information, and notes on t h e  r e s u l t s  
w i l l  be i n  pr in t .  The U S .  
topography of Middle East co l lec t ions  f o r  l i b r a r y  work i s  s t i l l  familiar, 
having major, minor, and bush leagues of investment and c a p i t a l  resourcesI  
The grea t  ones have earned appreciat ion f o r  aggressive and knowing leadership 
over the years. 

Hearty thanks t o  all respondents f o r  t h e i r  help. 

b Among t h e  small a wise word runs,  IIBuy t h e  best !I1 


