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METHODOLOGY OF THE SURVEY

� SOURCES
� TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

� ASSOCIATION OF PUBLISHERS

� THE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION

� CENTER FOR SELECTION AND PLACEMENT OF STUDENTS

� MINISTRY OF NATIONAL EDUCATION, GENERAL DIRECTORATE 
OF HIGHER EDUCATION

� ISBN AGENCY OF TURKEY

� RESERVES
• BASIC DATA ABOUT PUBLISHERS SUCH AS TURNOVER, 

READERS’ PROFILE, MARKET SHARE IS MISSING

• ISBN AGENCY OF TURKEY’S STATISTICS ARE NOT DETAILED 

ENOUGH.
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BOOK MARKET BASIC DATA

• ESTIMATED NUMBER OF BOOKSTORES : 1000

• PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS MUST OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE 

FROM THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE

• ALL BOOKS MUST HAVE A HOLOGRAM

• IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A HOLOGRAM AN ISBN NUMBER HAS TO 

BE ASSIGNED

• DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS WITH NO HOLOGRAM IS SUBJECT TO 

A PENALTY OF 1 TO 5 YEARS IMPRISONMENT PLUS HEAVY 

FINES
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NUMBER OF ISBNS ASSIGNED

* As of end of May 2010



5

NUMBER OF PUBLISHER CODES ASSIGNED

* As of end of May 2010
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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY BASIC DATA
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POPULATION 72,561,312

NUMBER OF UNIVERSITIES

154 (102 State + 
52 Private)

NUMBER OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1156 (2008)

NUMBER OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 416 (2008)

NUMBER OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 3,500,000

TOTAL NUMBER OF TEACHING STAFF 105,000

GRADUATE STUDENTS - M.A. DEGREE 140,043

GRADUATE STUDENTS - PH.D DEGREE 44,768

TOTAL NUMBER OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 185,000

GRADUATE STUDENTS (INCLUDED ABOVE) IN 
SOCIAL SCIENCES

89,274
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ABOVE NUMBERS INCLUDE LEGAL, TEXT AND CHILDREN BOOK S

ESTIMATED MARKET SHARE OF TEXT BOOKS: 45 TO 60%

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF TITLES BY TURKISH AUTHORS, EXCL UDING TEXT BOOKS & 
TRANSLATIONS = 10.000 TITLES

7

Turkish authors 25.587 84%

Translations 4.964 16%

Total number of titles including translations 30.551 100%

First editions (Translations + Turkish authors) 22.630

NUMBER OF TITLES FOR WHICH ISBN’S WERE ASSIGNED
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SUBJECTS AND NUMBER OF TITLES & COPIES 
PUBLISHED, INCLUDING TRANSLATIONS, LEGAL, TEXT 
AND CHILDREN BOOKS

SUBJECT
No. of Titles 
Published PERCENTAGE

No. of Copies 
Published (M) PERCENTAGE

Social Sciences 11.965 39% 56,8 44%

Belles Lettres & Rhetoric 9.357 31% 35 27%

Geography & History 2.328 8% 5 4%

Religion 2.135 7% 6,3 5%

Technology 1.748 6% 4,2 3,25%

Philosophy & Psychology 1.036 3% 4,3 3,30%

Fine Arts 906 3% 1,9 1,47%

Language & Linguistics 409 1% 1,8 1,40%

General 395 1% 13,2 10,20%

Natural Sciences & Maths 277 1% 0,62 0,48%

TOTAL 30.556 100% 129,12 100%

8



99

SUBJECTS’ DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO NUMBER 
OF COPIES
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PLACES OF PUBLICATIONS

CITY NO. OF TITLES PERCENTAGE

Đstanbul 18.321 62%

Ankara 8.117 27%

Đzmir 796 3%

Konya 636 2%

Adana 354 1%

Bursa 274 1%

Rest of Turkey                   1.017 4%

TOTAL 29.515 100%

10

REST OF TURKEY

CITY
NO. OF 
TITLES

Eskişehir 158

Kocaeli 117

Kayseri 115

Erzurum 113

Trabzon 106

Antalya 98

Diyarbakır 96

Isparta 92

Mersin 72

Gaziantep 50

TOTAL 1.017
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PLACES OF PUBLICATIONS

Đstanbul
%62

Ankara
%27

Đzmir
%3

Konya
%2

Bursa
%1

Adana
%1
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NUMBER OF PUBLISHERS

TYPE
NUMBE

R PERC.

Private Persons 1.114 72%

Corporations 160 10%

Publishers (Inc's + LLC’s) 99 6,4%

Publishers (Sole Proprietorship) 79 5,1%

NGO's 37 2,4%

Educational Institutions 17 1,1%

Foundations 16 1,0%

Municipalities 7 0,5%

Public Institutions 6 0,4%

Private Educational Institutions 5 0,3%

Others 4 0,3%

Chambers + Associations 3 0,2%

TOTAL 1.547 100%
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ALL CATEGORIES

CITY NUMBER PERC.

Ankara 315 29%

Đstanbul 452 20%

Đzmir 100 6%

Konya 51 3%

REST 582 38%

TOTAL 1.547 100%

PUBLISHERS ONLY

CITY NUMBER PERC.

Đstanbul 101 57%

Ankara 37 20%

Đzmir 8 5%

Konya 7 4%

REST 25 14%

TOTAL 178 100%

GEOGRAPHICAL 
DISTRIBUTION
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLISHERS

Đstanbul
%20

Ankara
%29

Đzmir
%6

Konya
%3

ALL CATEGORIES
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLISHERS

Đstanbul
%57

Ankara
%20

Đzmir
%5

Konya
%4

PUBLISHERS ONLY
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TYPE OF 
PUBLISHER

TOTAL 
# OF 

TITLES

S U B J E C T

GENERAL

PHILOSOPH
Y & 

PSYCHOLO
GY

RELIGION
SOCIAL 

SCIENCES

LANGUAGE 
& 

LINGUISTIC

NATURAL 
SCIENCES 
& MATHS

TECHNOLO
GY

FINE 
ARTS

LITERATUR
E & 

RHETORIC

GEOGRAPH
Y & 

HISTORY

LLC’s + Inc’s. 21.249 209 729 1.528 8.247 258 159 1.026 448 7.177 1.468

SP’s 1.461 29 80 133 377 11 16 59 35 578 143

Corporations 2.646 43 126 192 974 66 30 140 88 838 149

Self Publishers 2.154 38 89 227 669 45 21 117 100 617 230

Public 
Institutions

1.273 35 10 16 646 12 22 137 81 148 166

Educational 
Institutions

737 15 13 4 473 16 22 91 44 17 42

Chambers & 
Associations

449 19 0 2 189 0 11 141 74 2 11

Foundations 444 9 14 42 179 2 5 31 26 76 58

NGO’s 419 11 6 6 246 1 1 62 10 43 33

Private 
Educational 
Institutions

281 0 1 0 270 2 6 0 0 2 0

Municipalities 117 4 1 1 32 0 0 1 20 9 49

Others 54 1 3 0 15 0 0 21 2 10 2

T O T A L 31.284 413 1.072 2.151 12.317 413 293 1.826 928 9.517 2.351

PERCENTAGE % 1.30 3.40 6.88 40 1.30 1 5.84 3 30 7.50

PUBLISHERS PROFILE
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LANGUAGES OF PUBLICATION

LANGUAGE
NO. OF 
TITLES PERCENTAGE

Turkish 29.351 94%

English 1.022 3%

Rest 814 3%

TOTAL 31.187 100%

THE REST

LANGUAGE

NO. OF 
TITLES LANGUAGE

NO. OF 
TITLES

Arabic                203 Romanian 6

Kurdish          196 Farsi                       5

German 90 Bulgarian                4

French                 63 Korean                   4

Spanish                61 Armenian               3

Russian                45
Serbo-
Croatian                 2

Italian                  37 Latin                      2

Azeri                    16 Croatian 1

Dutch                   16 Georgian 1

Japanese              13 Hebrew 1

Albanian               12 Hungarian               1

Turkmen                 8 Norvegian               1

Chinese                  7 Tatar                      1

Portuguese             7 Thai                        1

Polish                     7 TOTAL 814
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS - SUBJECTS 
DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT QTY PERC

Social Sciences 536 52%

Belles Lettres + Rhetoric 180 18%

Technology 83 8%

Geography + History 70 7%

Language + Linguistics 41 4%

Fine Arts 38 4%

General 27 2,5%

Religion 19 2%

Natural Sciences + Maths 15 1,5%

Philosophy + Psychology 13 1%

TOTAL 1.022 100%
17
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WEB BASED E-BOOKS

• Total number in 2009: 146   (129 Turkish works + 17 translations)

• Total number in 2008: 107

CITY 2009 2008

Ankara 110 88

Đstanbul            15 14

Muğla                14 -

Edirne                 1 -

Eskişehir              3 1

Kocaeli                1 -

Trabzon               2   -

Đzmir - 1

Amasya                - 1

Adana             - 2

TOTAL 146 107

PLACES OF PUBLICATION PUBLISHERS

PUBLISHERS 2009 2008
Chambers –
Associations 60 49

Public institutions 49 44

Private persons 20 8

Publishing houses 7 2

NGO’s 5 2
Educational 
Institutions 4 -

Foundations 1 1

Corporations - 1

TOTAL 146 107

SUBJECTS QTY PERC.

Belles lettres + 
rhetoric 57 39%

Social Sciences 48 33%

Technology 23 16%

Art 9 6%

Geography 3 2%

General 3 2%

Natural Sciences 2 1%

Religions 1 1%

TOTAL 146 100%

SUBJECTS
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CONCLUSION

1. MARKETPLACE

• #1 Marketplace:  ĐSTANBUL

• #2 Marketplace:  ANKARA

2. PROFILE OF PUBLISHERS

• Very much a family business
� SP’s : % 44 (= 79 houses)
� LLC’s + Inc’s :  %56 (= 99 houses)
� Only a handful of publishers have a strong organization 

3.   NUMBER OF COPIES PRINTED (FIRST EDITIONS)
• FICTION

� “Star” writers: Min. 10K, upto 50K – 100K – 150K



20

CONCLUSION

� NON FICTION
500 TO 2000 COPIES  - AVERAGE 1000 COPIES

� BEST SELLERS : 10K TO 150K
� SUBJECTS : “CURRENT ISSUES”

� ERGENEKON
� DEEP STATE (DERĐN DEVLET)
� CONSPIRACY THEORIES
� KURDISH ISSUE
� ARMENIAN ISSUE
� FETHULLAH GÜLEN MOVEMENT
� ATATÜRK AND KEMALISM
� SECULARISM
� HEADSCARF ISSUE

20
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CONCLUSION
4. AVAILABILITY OF PUBLICATIONS

• Number of titles produced by publishing houses:
� LLC’s + Inc. + SP’s = 22.710 
That means that 73% of all titles for which ISBNs were assigned are 

available through trade channels

5. GREY PUBLICATIONS
• 27 % of all titles (=8.574) are not available through trade channels.
• Who are their publishers?

� NGO’s
� Municipalities 
� Provinces
� Government agencies
� Universities
� Self publishers
� Corporations and banks
� Political parties
� Ministries
� Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture Agency
� Chambers and Associations
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CONCLUSION

6. THREE UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

a) Number of first editions in Belles Lettres?
Tentative Answer
Novels : 450
Essays : 150
Poems : 300
Stories : 700 = 1600 

b) Number of first editions in social sciences + humanities + art 

+ archaeology + architecture?

Tentative Answer
About 2000 to 3000 titles.  Our number of titles catalogued in 

2009: 2000. 
These numbers exclude translations and text books.
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c) Subjects’ distribution of the book market?
Tentative Answer

ISBNs assigned to Turkish authors: 25,587
• Text books (60%): 15,325

• Belles Lettres: 1,600

• Social Sciences, etc.: 3,000
• Miscellaneous: 5,400

“Miscellaneous” are:

• Legal
• Children

• New Age, hobbies, self improvement, cook books, travel, 

tourism, business, sciences, etc.

CONCLUSION
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CONCLUSION

7. ACQUISITION AND CATALOGUING DIFFICULTIES

• Non visibility of “grey” literature

• Non availability of “grey” literature

• Difficulties in acquiring books from small, start-up and print 

on demand publishers due to 

a) inefficient distribution networks,

b) short life cycle of start-ups.

• CIP data provided by publishers incomplete or misleading 


