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The challenge of  globalizing U.S. higher education…



1958: “The present emergency demands that additional and more adequate 
educational opportunities be made available … [to] correct as rapidly as 
possible the existing imbalances in our educational programs which have 
led to an insufficient proportion of  our population educated in science, 
mathematics, and modern foreign languages and trained in technology.”



1979: “We are profoundly alarmed by what we have found: a serious 
deterioration in this country’s language and research capacity, at a time 

when an increasingly hazardous international military, political and 
economic environment is making unprecedented demands on America’s 

resources, intellectual capacity and public sensitivity.”



2007: “A pervasive lack of  knowledge about foreign cultures and foreign 
languages threatens the security of  the United States as well as its ability to 

compete in the global marketplace and produce an informed citizenry.”



Has collection of  international materials at American 
research libraries kept pace?



Data source:
29 million Worldcat records of  books published between 1958 and 2010 

and held at more than 1,000 U.S. academic libraries as of  December 2011.
Includes the number (but not the names) of  libraries holding each book.
Includes year of  publication (but not year of  acquisition or cataloging).

Three types of  investigation: books published in the Middle East, books in 
Middle Eastern languages, and books about the Middle East.











About 1 million records, about 3 percent of  all 29 million records





About 2 million records, about 1 percent of  all 200 million holdings

















The most widely held book in a Middle Eastern language in
U.S. academic libraries (OCLC #694852317): held at 134 libraries.

(A free e-book published by the U.S. government in 2006.)





The most widely held book published in the Middle East in
U.S. academic libraries (OCLC #3620706): held at 517 libraries.

(Published in English in Libya in 1977.)



Digital solutions?



Electronic Books in Worldcat
Top Ten Languages

All languages 11,183,306 Percent

English 6,597,462 59.0%
German 707,543 6.3%
Chinese 511,419 4.6%
French 476,628 4.3%
Spanish 430,411 3.8%
Russian 246,644 2.2%
Japanese 199,969 1.8%
Italian 156,917 1.4%
Arabic 114,215 1.0%
Portuguese 104,365 0.9%
Other 1,637,733 14.6%



Electronic Books in Worldcat
Top Ten Languages

All languages 11,183,306 Percent All books:

English 6,597,462 59.0% 40.6%
German 707,543 6.3% 14.5%
Chinese 511,419 4.6% 2.7%
French 476,628 4.3% 1.4%
Spanish 430,411 3.8% 3.5%
Russian 246,644 2.2% 1.5%
Japanese 199,969 1.8% 3.5%
Italian 156,917 1.4% 1.5%
Arabic 114,215 1.0% 1.1%
Portuguese 104,365 0.9% 0.7%
Other 1,637,733 14.6% 29.0%



Over the past 50 years, foreign language education in the 
U.S. has risen somewhat…





Source: Modern Language Association, Enrollment in Languages Other than English in United States 
Institutions of  Higher Education, Fall 2009 (December 2010).



Source: Modern Language Association, Enrollment in Languages Other than English in United States 
Institutions of  Higher Education, Fall 2009 (December 2010).
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