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Partnerships:  Enhancing Opportunities

Day 1: Tuesday 15 November 2016

MIT, Media Lab (E14 MPR-674), 75 Amherst Street, Cambridge

8:00-9:00 Registration & Light breakfast

9:00 Welcome, Sharon C. Smith, Vice-President and 
Program Chair

9:05 Eulogy for David Giovacchini, John Eilts, Curator, Islamic 
and Middle Eastern Collection Stanford University 
Libraries

9:15 MIT Libraries Welcome, Gregory Eow, Associate Director 
for Collections



Each presentation is 20 minutes and will be followed by 10 minutes 
for Q&A.

9:25-9:55
I. Mariette Atallah, American University of Beirut: “Content Distortion 
of archival Sources: Partnership through a donation to the American 
University of Beirut’s Libraries.”

9:55-10:25
II. Angela Fritz, University of Arkansas: “Surfacing distinctive Digital 
Collections: Transforming Roles for Special Collections and Area Studies 
Librarians.”

10:25-10:40 Tea/Coffee break

10:40-11:10
III. Joan Weeks, Library of Congress, and Guy Burak, New York 
University: “Uncovering Hidden Treasure: Abdul Hamid II Gift Book 
Collections in the US and Beyond.”

11:10:-11:40
IV. William J. Kopycki and Ahmed el-Sayyed Mostafa, Library of 
Congress, Cairo Field Office: “Cooperating to Build a National Collection 
of Middle East Serials: Library of Congress, Cairo Overseas Office.”

Presentations



11:40-12:10 
V. Walid Ghali, Aga Khan University, “Knowledge Quarter (KQ) Initiative 
in London: From Resource Sharing to Cost Savings.”

12:15-1:15 Lunch (provided by MELA) @ MIT

1:15-1:45
Heather K Hughes, Stanford University, “The Ardeshir Zahedi Papers: 
Community Building through Collections.”

1:45-2:00 George N. Atiyeh Committee, Chair: Sean Swanick, Duke 
University Prize Announcement and introduction

Afternoon meetings
2:00-3:30 pm Library of Congress 
-AMED (African and Middle Eastern Division): 15 minutes
-ASME (Asian and Middle Eastern [cataloging] Division): 15 minutes
-MECAP (Middle East Cooperative Acquisitions Program): 1 hour

3:30-3:45 Tea/Coffee break

3:45-5:30, MEMP meeting, Center for Research Libraries: Middle East 
Materials Project (MEMP) 
-Nominations: Jaleh Fazelian, John Carroll University & Dale Correa, 
University of Texas at Austin
-Business: Judy Alspach, CRL & Michael Hopper, Chair, Harvard 
University

6:30-10:00 Reception
Dar Mahjar Inc., hosted by Fawzi Abdulrazak
600 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02141
(617) 492-8533



Day 2: Wednesday 16 November 2016 (Please note room change)

MIT, Bartos Theater (E15 00LA), 20 Ames Street, Cambridge

8:00-9:00 Light breakfast

9:00-9:15 Welcome, Jaleh Fazelian, President

Presentations

9:15-9:45
I. Leila and Nadia Barclay, al-Hakawati.net: “Partnerships in Creating 
Collections; Partnerships in Organizing Collections.”

9:45-10:15
II. Sarah DeMott, New York University: “Critical Digitization Practice: 
Creating a Model for Transnational Partnerships Through Tunisian Film 
Posters.”

10:15-10:30 Tea/Coffee break

10:30-11:00
III. Hirad Dinavari, Library of Congress: “The Library of Congress 
Collaborative Persian Language Digitization Projects.”

11:00-11:30
IV. Luisa Mora, Islamic Library "Felix Maria Pareja": "Prizes, partners and 
new perspectives to obtain more visibility and users at the AECID 
Islamic Library" (Presented by Michael Toler)



Lunch: 11:30-1:00

Business Meeting 1:00-1:30

-Approval of 2015 minutes 

Officers’ Reports

-President: Jaleh Fazelian, John Carroll University 

-Vice President: Sharon C. Smith, Aga Khan Documentation Center at 
MIT

-Secretary: William Kopycki, Library of Congress

-MELA Notes Editor: Marlis J. Saleh, University of Chicago

-Book Review Editor: Rachel Simon, Princeton University

-Webmaster: Justin Parrott

-MELANET-L List Manager: Evyn Kropf



Committee Reports 1:30-2:30

-Bylaws Committee, Iman Dagher: Chair, UCLA

- The M. Lesley Wilkins Education Award: Chair Robin Dougherty, Yale 
University 

- David H. Partington Award: Chair, Jonathan Rodgers, University of 
Michigan (retired) 

-Committee on Cataloguing: Chair, Nora Avetyan, UCLA 

-Committee on Education: Chair, Connie Lamb, Brigham Young 
University

- Endangered Libraries and Archives Committee: Laila Hussein 
Moustafa and Dale Correa

-Mentorship Coordinator: Coordinator, Ali Boutaqmanti, Harvard 
University

-Nominating Committee: Chair, Ian Straughn, Brown University

-Introduction of newly elected officers

-New Business

Other Reports:

-MEMP: Chair, Michael Hopper, Harvard University 



-Announcements

-Adjournment

2:30-2:40 Coffee/tea break

2:40-4:00 Committee on Cataloguing (ConC): Workshop on linked data 
and BIBFRAME
Presenter: Joyce Bell, Princeton University

Committee Meetings 4:00-6:00
-Committee on Cataloguing, Chair: Nora Avestyan, UCLA
-Education Committee, Chair: Connie Lamb, Brigham Young University
-Endangered Libraries and Archives Committee, Chairs: Laila Hussein 
Moustafa and Dale Correa
-Mentorship Committee, Chair: Ali Boutaqmanti, Harvard

MELA Dinner: 7:00 pm, Evoo (http://www.evoorestaurant.com)
350 3rd Street in Kendall Square, Cambridge
617-661-3866
Preregistration and advance payment required.  

http://www.evoorestaurant.com/


The Aga Khan Documentation Center will be open for those 
wishing to peruse our archives and meet our staff.

Hours for drop in during MELA: Tuesday & Wednesday, 15 & 16 
November, from 1:00 – 5:00 pm.

The Center is located in building 7, room 238. Enter via Rotch
Library, take stairs at circulation desk down one flight.  For 
more information, please see http://libraries.mit.edu/AKDC
and https://whereis.mit.edu/.

Day 3: Thursday, 17 November 2016, Vendor Showcase

9:00-12:00 Boston Marriott Copley Place, 110 Huntington Avenue, 
Simmons (4)

12:00-12:15 Executive Board Meeting (including newly-elected 
members)

http://libraries.mit.edu/AKDC
https://whereis.mit.edu/


MELA thanks our vendors for their generous 
sponsorship of our annual meeting.

Dar Mahjar
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