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One Manuscript or 5+ texts? 
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Image categories 
• Magic squares 
• Representational 
• Zoomorphic 
• Geometric 
• Psuedo epigraphic 
• Circular/rectilinear 
• Abstract 
• Word Art 
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Peculiarities 
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Data Collection and Digital Analysis 

• Initial metadata categories for ingesting into a 
digital repository 

• Structured vocabulary and emic categories 
• Tracking linguistic idiosyncrasies 
• Comparative analysis across texts 
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Text Encoding 
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Magical Practice? Healing? 
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Use of Qur’an 
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Esoteric Knowledge 
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Questions still to pursue 

• Authorship and audience 
• Intellectual climate of Timbuktu in the late 

pre-colonial era 
• Arabic and linguistic influences 
• Religious syncretism 
• Object biographies – manuscripts as material 

culture 
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