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November 19

Sheraton Downtown Denver: Tower Court A

8:00-8:30: Registration/Breakfast
8:30-8:45: Opening Remarks (Robin Dougherty and Jaleh Fazelian)

Morning Session Presentations/Panels:

Session 1: 8:45-9:15 Magic, Moses and Manuscripts: The digital archaeology
of a Timbuktu text: lan Straughn, Brown University

Session 2: 9:15-9:45 Embedded in Fundamentalism: Connecting with
evening students in International Affairs: Anna Robinson, Washington
University in St. Louis

Session 3: 9:45-10:30: Collection Analysis Panel

Using Data Mining to Assess the University of Texas at Austin Middle
Eastern Library Program Monograph Collection: Gayle Fischer, Independent
Researcher

“Classics” in Middle Eastern Studies: The usage of citation counts in books’
collection assessment: Mariette Atallah, American University of Beirut

Break 10:30-10:45

Session 4:10:45-11:30 Middle East Library Partnership Project: Mohamed
Hamed and John Martin, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Session 5:11:30-12:00 Collecting Middle East in Southeast Asia: Middle
Eastern Diaspora in Malaysia: David Hirsch and Osman Celik, University of
California Los Angeles
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Session 6:12:00-1:00 Digital Collections Panel

Introduction to Arabic Collections Online and its Prospects: Virginia
Danielson, NYU Abu Dhabi

Digitizing the French press of Egypt: PFEnum: Mark Muehlhaeusler,
American University in Cairo (via Google Hangouts)

From the Old Medina to the World: A summary and assessment of efforts
to make the collection of the Tangier American Legation Institute for
Moroccan Studies more widely available: Michael Toler, Archnet

1:00-2:00: Lunch (Catered by Sheraton in the room)
Afternoon Presentations:

2:00-3:00: Library of Congress Updates

African and Middle Eastern Division

Middle East Cataloging Section

Cairo Overseas Office (MECAP)

Islamabad Overseas Office (Iran and Afghanistan CAP)
3:00-3:15: Break

3:15-5:15: Middle East Materials Project (MEMP) Meeting

6:00: Dinner at Maggiano’s on 16th Street



November 20

Sheraton Downtown Denver: Tower Court A
Business Meeting and Committee Reports/Presentations
8:00-8:30: Registration

8:30-9:30: Business Meeting
Greeting from MELA President
Approval of 2014 Minutes
Officer Reports:
President (Robin Dougherty, Yale)
VP/Program Chair (Jaleh Fazelian, John Carroll)
Sec/Treasurer (William Kopycki, LOC Cairo)
MELA Notes Editor (Marlis Saleh, University of Chicago)
MELA Notes Book Review Editor (Rachel Simon, Princeton)
Webmaster: (Justin Parrott NYU Abu Dhabi)
MELA-Net List Manager (Jaleh Fazelian for Evyn Kropf, University of
Michigan)

9:30-10:05: Commiittee Reports:

MEMP Report (Chair: Michael Hopper, Harvard)

Committee on Cataloging (Chair: Joyce Bell, Princeton)

Education & Mentorship Committee (Chair: Ali Boutagmanti, Harvard)

Endangered Libraries and Archives Committee (Co-Chairs: Dale Correa, UT
Austin, and Laila Hussein Moustafa, UIUC)

Nominations Committee (Chair: Karl Schaefer, Drake)
Announcement and introduction of new officers
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10:05-10:20: George Atiyeh Prize announcement and introduction of
awardee

Committee Members: Sean Swanick (Chair), Laila Hussein Moustafa, Anna
Robinson

Recipient: Tim Dolan

10:20-10:45: New Business and Anhnouncements
10:45-11:00: Break

11:00-12:15: Cooperative Collection Development for Gov Docs and NGOs
(John Eilts)

This will be a discussion group of invited members to talk about founding a
project to form a cooperative of academic libraries to collect extensively
official documents from the various governments of the countries of the
Middle East. The intent is to explore all possibilities for forming a national
(or international with our Canadian friends) collection of all relevant
government documents (in print or electronic format) at the national level,
with investigations into the possibilities for the state/province and lower
administrative levels.

The intended outcome of this discussion is to gather information on current
collections and their holdings, and to make initial agreements from specific
partners for continued coverage of specific countries. For this phase | am
suggesting that CRL and LC be observers and not requested to be partners.

12:15-1:30: Lunch Break/Committee Meetings (lunch not provided by MELA
but there are many options along 16th Street or in the Sheraton)
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Afternoon Workshops
1:30-3:30: Cataloging Workshop (Denise Soufi)

This workshop will offer a practical treatment of manuscript cataloging in a
library environment. The focus will be on descriptive approach and
bibliographic record creation according to AMREMM (Descriptive
Cataloging of Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, and Early Modern
Manuscripts) with slight adaptations for RDA. Issues related to workflow
strategies and resources will also be briefly addressed. The workshop will
concentrate on essential ("minimal") description and will leave more
detailed ("full") description to a future "advanced workshop." Sample
records and exercises will reinforce the ideas being introduced.

3:30-3:45: Break

3:45-5:15: Endangered Libraries and Archives Workshop (Dale Correa and
Laila Hussein Moustafa): "Libraries and Archives in Times of Conflict: What
can MELA do?"

The ELA committee workshop, "Libraries and Archives in Times of Conflict:
What can MELA do?", will present the committee's strategic plan for
partnering with institutions in the Middle East, and introduce disaster
management planning with a case study from Timbuktu. Participants will
be asked to brainstorm and strategize around partnerships that can and
will have a real impact now. Preparatory readings will be sent before the
conference begins.



November 21

Sheraton Downtown Denver: Governor's Court 16

Breakfast provided by our vendors: Iranfarhang, Libra Books and Publishing,
and Sulaiman's Bookshop.

9:00-11:30: Vendor Showcase

Introduction (William Kopycki)
ALMANHAL

AskZad

Cambridge Archive Editions
Eastview

Ferdosi International

Gale Cengage Learning

Leila Books

Libra Books

11:30-11:45: Break

11:45-3:00: Open time for committees to meet
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