
MELA annual meeting, 20-21 November 2014 

Place: Gelman Library (Room 702), George Washington University, Washington, D.C. 

Directions: http://library.gwu.edu/about/facilities/maps/directions 

 

Program (day 1, Thursday, 20 November) 

8-8:30 a.m. Registration 

8:30-8:40 a.m. Opening remarks (MELA President & V.P/Program Chair) 

Presentations (8:40 a.m.-12:30 p.m.): 

8:40-10:30 a.m. Session 1 

Speakers: 

 Lamia Abdelfattah, Senior Librarian/Head of Library Sector, Bibliotheca Alexandrina 

“Current developments at Bib Alex” 

 Judy Alspach, Project Coordinator, Center for Research Libraries 

“An Analysis of MEMP’s Collection” 

 Ali Boutaqmanti, Middle East Librarian, Harvard University Library 

“New approach to mentoring: Towards a Resource Team Model for Middle East Librarians” 

 Kaoukab Chebaro, Head of Archives & Special Collections Dept., American University of Beirut 

“OACIS: Past, Present & Future” 

 Brad Sabin Hill, Curator, I. Edward Kiev Judaica Collection, Gelman Library, The George 

Washington University 

“Early Hebrew Printing in the Arab and Islamic World” 

10:30-10:40 a.m. Break 

10:40 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Session 2 

Speakers: 

 Eric van Lit, Postdoctoral Fellow, Yale Council on Middle East Studies, Yale University 

“The Digital Orientalist: Putting the Future of Islamic Studies into Practice" 

 Daniel Lowe, Gulf History & Arabic Specialist, BL/QF Partnership, British Library 

[title TK] 

 Fatima Zahra Oufara, Head Librarian, Royal Institute of Amazigh Culture (Rabat, Morocco) 

[title TK] 

 Iman A. Khairy Mohammed Weheba, Sr. Cataloging Librarian, Qatar National Library 

“Multilingual Access to Digital Resources Using Linked-Data: Overview of Tools and Standards” 

12:30-1:45 p.m. Lunch (provided by MELA) at Circle Bistro, 1 Washington Circle NW 

http://library.gwu.edu/about/facilities/maps/directions


AFTERNOON MEETINGS 

2:00-2:15 p.m. George Atiyeh Prize announcement & introduction of awardee 

Committee: 

 Anais Salamon (Chair) 

 Christof Galli (ex-officio) 

 Laila Hussein Moustafa, University of Illinois 

Recipient: 

 Heather Hughes, UT I-School, University of Texas at Austin 

2:15-3:15 p.m. Library of Congress reports 

 AMED (Chris Murphy, Area Specialist 

 MENA (Zoya Nazari, Librarian, Middle East Section, Asian & Middle Eastern Division) 

MECAP (William Kopycki, Field Director) 

LOC Islamabad (Pamela Howard-Reguindin, Field Director) 

 

3:15-3:30 p.m. Break 

 

3:30-5:30 p.m. MEMP 

 

8:30 p.m. Social gathering at MESA hotel, Marriott Wardman Park lobby (dutch treat) 

  



MELA annual meeting, 20-21 November 2014 

Place: Gelman Library (Room 702), George Washington University, Washington, D.C. 

Directions: http://library.gwu.edu/about/facilities/maps/directions 

 

Business meeting and committee meetings (day 2, Friday, 21 November) 

8-8:30 a.m. Registration 

8:30-9:30 a.m. Business meeting 

Greeting from MELA President 

Approval of 2014 minutes 

Officer reports : 

President (Sean Swanick, McGill) 

V.P./Prez-Elect/Program Chair (Robin Dougherty, Yale) 

Sec’y/Treasurer (William Kopycki, LOC Cairo) 

MELA Notes Editor (Marlis Saleh, University of Chicago) 

MELA Notes Book Review Editor (Rachel Simon, Princeton University) 

Webmaster (Anais Salamon, McGill) 

MELANET-L List Manager (Evyn Kropf, University of Michigan) 

 

9:30-9:50 a.m. Committee reports: 

 Committee on Cataloging (chair: Iman Dagher, UCLA) 

 Education Committee (chair: Ali Boutaqmanti, Harvard) 

 Mentorship Coordinator (Ali Boutaqmanti, Harvard) 

 Nominations Committee (chair: Connie Lamb, Brigham Young) 

 Announcement & introduction of new officers 

 

9:50-10 a.m. Break 

 

10-10:15 a.m. Presentation of David H. Partington Award with special guest, David Partington! 

Partington Award Committee: 

 Ali Houissa (Cornell; Chair) 

 Prof. Nasrin Rahimieh (UC Irvine; MESA Representative) 

 John Eilts (Stanford) 

10:15-10:30 a.m. Presentation of M. Lesley Wilkins Education Award with special guests, members of 

the Wilkins family 

Wilkins Award Committee: 

 Christof Galli (Duke; Chair) 

 Nora Avetyan (UCLA) 

 Ali Boutaqmanti (Harvard; ex-officio) 

http://library.gwu.edu/about/facilities/maps/directions


 John Eilts (Stanford) 

 William Kopycki (LOC Cairo; ex-officio) 

 Sean Ezra Swanick (McGill; ex-officio) 

10:30-11 a.m. New Business & Announcements 

 

11 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. Committee meetings; Lunch break (see provided list of food options near GWU) 

 

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 

 

12:30-2:30 p.m. Committee on Cataloging workshop: “RDA: Beyond the Basics” 

Chair: Iman Dagher 

 

Presentations will cover bibliographic and authority work focusing on specific issues common to Middle 

Eastern publications, and will include information on LC/PCC practices, relevant rules, and changes in 

RDA. It is an opportunity to reinforce your knowledge with RDA and find answers on some rather special 

cases. 

2:30-2:45 p.m. Break 

 

2:45-4:15 p.m. Education Committee workshop: “Tenure Track for Librarians” 

Chair: Ali Boutaqmanti, Librarian for Middle East Studies, Harvard University 

Speakers: 

 Anais Salamon, Head Librarian, McGill Islamic Studies Library 

“Strategizing and prioritizing daily work to comply with the tenure process requirements” 

 Connie Lamb, Middle East Studies & Anthropology Librarian, Brigham Young University 

“Rights and responsibilities of librarians holding faculty status” 

 Jaleh Fazelian, Head of Research, Learning, and Information, John Carroll University 

“Librarianship without tenure” 

 Johanna Sellman, Assistant Professor, Mideast/Islamic Studies Library, Ohio State University 

“Tenure: research, teaching, and service: a personal experience” 

4:15-7:30 p.m. Time available for committee meetings, etc. 

7:30 p.m. or later: MELA Dinner 

  



MELA annual meeting, 20-21 November 2014 

Place: Marriott Warman Park Hotel (room Maryland C, lobby level) 

 

Vendor showcase & additional roundtables (day 3, Saturday, 22 November)  

Vendor Showcase (9-11 a.m.) 

Break (11-11:30 a.m.) 

Roundtable: Arab Federation for Libraries and Information (AFLI) delegates (11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 

Guests: 

 Dr. Khaled Elhalaby, Chief Librarian, Police Training Institute, Ministry of Interior, Doha, Qatar 

 Professor Jassim Mohammed Jirjees, PhD, MLIS Program Director, College of Computer 

Information Technology, UAE 

 Azzedine Bouderbane, Professor, Institute of Library Science, University of Constantine, Algeria 

 

Additional MELA committee meeting time in Maryland C (1:30-4 p.m.) 

 

 

Other related events going on in Washington, D.C., during the MELA/MESA meetings: 

Exhibit at the Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution: “Nastaliq: the Genius of Persian Calligraphy” 

http://mobile.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/arts/design/calligraphy-as-visual-poetry.html?_r=1&referrer 

 

http://mobile.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/arts/design/calligraphy-as-visual-poetry.html?_r=1&referrer

