
MELA Program, New Orleans 2013
Outreach: Engaging our Communities

MELA would like to thank Loyola University New Orleans and the 
Dean of Libraries (Dr. Michael P. Olson) as conference hosts.

October 8-10, 2013
Loyola University



Day 1: Tuesday, Oct. 8, Audubon Room of the Danna Student Center, 
Loyola University

8-8:30: Light refreshments

8:40-8:50 Opening remarks:

Dr. Mike P. Olson, Dean of Libraries, Loyola University
Christof Galli, President of MELA

Presentations (9:00-12:30):

I. 9:00-9:20 Jaleh Fazelian (Washington University in St. Louis): “ 
The Arab Spring and Embedded Librarianship”

II. 9:30-9:50 Deborah Margolis (Michigan State University):“Kuwaiti Comics Arrive 
on Time, but the Baklava Is Late: Middle East-Related Public Programming at an 
Academic Library”

III. 10-10:20 Amanda Click (School of Information and Library Science at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and an ELIME-21 fellow):
“Developing Ethical Citizens: Librarians Promoting Academic Integrity”

10:30-10:45 Coffee/tea break

IV. 10:50-11:10 Susan Parker & Ahmed Al Marzoqi (Museum of Islamic Art, 
Doha):
“Outreach and increasing visitors to your library”

V. 11:20-11:40 Vani Natarajan and Che Gossett (Librarians and Archivists to 
Palestine):
“Decolonizing the Archive: Librarian and Archivist Delegates to Palestine Report 
Back”

VI. 11:50-12:20 Anais Salamon (McGill University):
“Major challenges and benefits of outreach in the light of McGill Islamic Studies 
Library’s experience”

12:30-1:45 Lunch: Provided by MELA and Loyola University Catering Services

1: 50-2:10 George N. Atiyeh Prize Announcement and introduction

2:10-2:25 Coffee/tea break

النظامإسقاطيريدالشعب  



Afternoon meetings

2:30-4:00 pm 

Library of Congress
-AMED (15 min.)
-ASME (15 min.)
-MECAP (1 hr.)

4:00-6:00, MEMP meeting, 

Center for Research Libraries: Middle East Microform Project (MEMP)

6:00-8:00, Executive meeting at Loyola University, TBD

Social drink @ MESA Hotel, Sheraton Lobby 8:30

Dar Mahjar
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Day 2: Wednesday, 9 Oct, 2013 in the Octavia Room of the Danna Student 
Center, Loyola University

8:00–9:00 Light refreshments

9:00–9:15 Welcoming note President, Christof Galli

9:15–10:30 Business Meeting

– Approval of 2012 minutes
– Officers’ Reports (30 min)
– President: Christof Galli
– Vice President: Sean Swanick
– Secretary: William Kopycki
– MELA Notes Editor: Marlis J. Saleh
– Book Review Editor: Rachel Simon
– Webmaster: Anais Salamon

10:30–10:45 Coffee/tea break

10:50–11:30 Committee Reports (40 mins.)

–  Partington Award Committee: Andras Riedlmayer
– Committee on Cataloguing: Iman Dagher
– Committee on Education: Ali Boutaqmanti
– Mentorship Coordinator: Ali Boutaqmanti
– Committee on Iraqi Libraries: Jeff Spurr
– Nominating Committee: Shayee Khanaka
– Introduction of newly elected officers
– New Business

Other Reports:

– MEMP: Shayee Khanaka
– Announcements

Adjournment

11:30–12:30 Lunch break (lunch not provided)



12:30–1:15 Archnet Presentation

– Dr. Sharon C. Smith, Program Head, Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture 
Documentation Center, MIT

1:30–3:30 Committee on Cataloguing (ConC):

Manuscripts Cataloguing Workshop
Presenters:
– Evyn Kropf, Librarian for Near Eastern Studies and Curator, Islamic Manuscripts 
Collection at the University of Michigan
– Mark Muehlhausler, Director of the Centre for Excellence for Middle East Studies 
at the American University in Cairo Libraries

3:30– 4:30 Committee Meetings

– George Atiyeh Prize Committee, Chair: Anais Salamon
– Committee on Iraqi Libraries, Chair: Jeff Spurr
– Committee on Cataloguing, Chair: Iman Dagher
– Education Committee, Chair: Ali Boutaqmanti
– Mentorship Committee, Chair: Ali Boutaqmanti
– Nominating Committee, Chair: Shayee Khanaka
– David H. Partington Award, Chair: Andras Riedlmayer

MELA Dinner: 7:30pm, Byblos Restaurant Uptown 3242 Magazine Street

Day 3: Thursday, 10 Oct, 2013— MESA hotel (Sheraton)  
(Times are subject to change):

– Vendor Showcase, 9– 12
– Arab Name Authority Roundtable Discussion 12– 2. Please note this event has   
    been cancelled.
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