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Presentation Notes
TALIM on Archnet http://archnet.org/sites/8271 
View from the street.



View to the skylight in the Research Library
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Interior of the 8,000 volume library containing collections on specialized topics in English, French, Spanish, Arabic, and Portuguese.  



Bookshelves during reorganization

Ambassador Reed Desk, 1st floor
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1st floor interior and upstairs bookshelves during reorganization by Library of Congress subject headings.
Efforts to make the catalog available online began in the 1990s when I was a Peace Corps volunteer there.  
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Currently approximately 85% of the catalog is available on LibraryThing, a system chosen by Grecia Alvarez.  Cataloging and the fleshing out of entries is still ongoing. https://www.librarything.com/catalog/TALIM_Morocco
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Approximately 40% of the library catalog has been integrated into CAORC union catalog, DILR. http://www.dlir.org/partners/124.html
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At MESA 2013 Sharon C. Smith, Program Head of the Aga Khan Documentation Center at MIT; Rachid I. Aadnani, Head of the Middle Eastern Studies Program at Wellesley College; Jerry Loftus, then Director of TALIM; and I reached an agreement for Archnet to digitize and host two Legation collections.  Wellesley College provided interns.  
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Sample images from the first project:  A collection of approximately 2000 glass negative slides, never before published.  Parts have been exhibited in Tangier and Massachusetts.  Never fully developed. http://archnet.org/collections/802
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Sample images from the second collection: Music of Morocco: Recordings made by Paul Bowles 1959-1962, a collaboration with the American Folklife Center of the Library of Congress. http://archnet.org/collections/872
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Card from the glass negatives exhibition curated by Beatrice St. Laurent, of Bridgewater State University.



Wellesley College interns Aathira Chennat and Tessa Kellner 
at work cleaning and scanning negatives
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Interns at work in the Summer of 2014, scanning and cataloging.  The first intern started the project the previous summer.  



Wellesley College interns Aathira Chennat and Tessa Kellner 
at work cleaning and scanning negatives
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More than 700 images now online, currently organized by the boxes in which they were stored, available at http://archnet.org/collections/802/details 
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Since 1962 the recordings, notes, and photographs have been in the Library of Congress.  Only selections have been released. http://www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/paulbowles.html



The 1972 LPs

The CD collection in leather case

Recording with the Gnawa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The cover of the LPS, an photograph from the collection, CDs made from the recordings as digitized in 2010, and a page from the original typed notes.
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The first impulse was to create a blog or to integrate the images into TALIM’s website at http://legation.org/
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The collection on Archnet http://archnet.org/collections/872  Currently all cataloging information comes directly from the LofC collection. 



Afc1996_001_afs_11628_01=Afc1996_001_afs_11623_01
01=A and 01=B-1
02=A and 02=B
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The collection and its digitization provided a number of challenges.  Digitized files are out of order, and undivided.  The tracks on the CDs have not been properly divided.  Sides are sometimes reversed. 



• Identify tracks in master WAV files and divide

• Create videos with the audio and supplemental media 

• Catalog the videos on Archnet using information in Bowles notes

• Associate the record with other relevant material in the collection 
and elsewhere

The Process
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The process.  In terms of Archnet’s mission, it is very important that the items be associated with the spaces in which they originated or were recorded.  Sometimes these sites must be created.  
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A video as it streams online.
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Where to find out more.  http://legation.org, http://archnet.org/collections, and http://libguides.mit.edu/islam-arch/archnet
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