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Brockdmann Online consists of both original wlumes Geschichie der arabischen Litteratur (GAL) by Cadd existing user account.
Brockelmann (1858 1056), as well as the three supplement whimes, inchiding the indexes. Brockelmann's
Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur offers bio-biblio graphic info rmation about wo ks written in Arabic and Email

their autho s, with an emphasis on the classical pered. This originallv multivelume reference work is divided in
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Beautiful calligraphy ensures entrance to Paradise
Arabic script

Islamic calligraphy is based on the Arabic script Born in the early Islamic period (7th century A.D.), Arabic
calligraphy continues to evalve into the present time. It was and remains intrinsically inked to the religion of Islam
and Muslim civilizations . In fact, t is believed that “A=d Jas batl jeas ” roughly translated as “beautiful
calligraphy ensures entrance to Paradise” (AC31).

The script developed for w riting Arabic w as adapted to fit many other languages, such as Persian, Ottoman-
Turkish, North-African Berber languages, Kurdish, Urdu, Malay, and others. As a matter of fact, this script was
for a very long time used by all Muslims in their respective languages. Today, it remains, after the Latin script, the
most frequently used script in the w orld.

The Arabic alphabet includes 28 letters and is written fromright to left. The letters change formw hen used in
the initial, medial, final or isolated state making Arabic a naturally cursive language. This, in turn encouraged
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Film Screening
Thursday, November 29th 5 p.m.
in the TNC (Morrice Hall) ®

Professors Khalid Medani and Shokry Gohar will present a dg€umentary about the Egyptian
revolution entitled “Tahrir”, by Stefano Savona (2012), and moderate de discussion following.

More about the film: http://www.tahrir-liberationsquare.com/
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MeGill University's Institute of Islamic Studies was founded, along with the Islamic Studies Librarv (ISL), in 1952, and

| History since 1983 both have been housed on the main campus in Morrice Hall. i
Until 1 June 2001, the Institute was a teaching unit of :
Newsletter the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. Itis
now part of the Faculty of Arts, with its main focus
People being the disciplined study of Islamic civilisation

throughout the scope of its history and geographical
Prospective Student spread. In its academic programmes, it gives
Infermation attention to the origins of Islam, to the rise of the

civilizsation in which Islamic faith was the vivifying

Current S5tudent ' B R
R factor, to the foreces which shaped the civilisation,

and the changes it has undergone. Itis also

concerned with the contemporary dynamics of the
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Tuesday Night Theater

Nandita Das’

S Firaaq

April 3rd, 4 p.m.
Room 017, Morrice Hall

Presented by Professor Pasha
Mohamad Khan and Montreal artist

and filmmaker Caroline Tabah. A o l FILM SCREENING

A discussion will follow the movie.

FILM SCREENINu el L e

; The Chess Players by Satyajit Ra
The Institute of Islamic Studies and the Islamic Studies Library are pleased to present a free Abo ut followed by a mOderated dlSCU.SS]%n

screening of the film Casablanca Mon Amour. Casablanca Mon Amour is a modern road movie that

encapsulates the more complex and fractured nature of living in a world where TV and wars :ompete
for headlines and occupy imaginations. Using movies as a road map b day's Holly
and today’s Morocco, Casablanca Mon Amour offers a Moroccan perspecl ive on the Iong and

entwined relationship between Hollywood and The Arab/Muslim World. Casablanca Mon Amour
presents more than a dry critique of the impact of media on culture. Instead, the film takes a human H

and humorous look at the effects Hollywood films have on people’s imaginations and affords Th u rSd ay Ap rl I 1 8 4'3 0 pm
Moroccan’s (our movie set ‘extras’) an opportunity to talk back—which they do in intelligent, witty
and wildly ingenious ways.

with Dr. Prashant Keshavmurthy

Professor Laila Parsons will present the
Director John Slattery will be on hand for a post-screening @ & A moderated by Professor Michelle documentary About Baghdad

Hartman (Institute of Islamic Studies) by Sinan Antoon (2004) and moderate

_ the discussion following.
Friday, August 30, 5pm

Tuesday Night Café, Morrice Hall, Room 017 Tuesday Night Café
Morrice Hall
3485 rue McTavish
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Major benefits of outreach
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Never hence would | die for | am alive/ having sown the seeds of poetry

The Shahnameh by Ferdow siis celebrating 1000 years since its inception. In recognition, the Islamic Studies
Library is exhibting 16 specimens fromthe Islamc Studies and Rare Books collections. The Shahnameh has
become w ithout a doubt one of the foremost lterary w orks to encapsulate the breadth and depth of Iran's
historical trajectory. First composed by Ferdow sito preserve Iran's cultural, linguistic and historical heritage, the
Shahnameh, meaning the book of kings.’ details the history of Iran prior to the Arabinvasion in the 7th century.

This literary w ork a national epic conposed in 52, 000 couplets tells the story of heroes, villains, monsters and
offers sage advice on moral lessons in governance. Legendary are the stories of its famous kings and heroes,
especially of Rustamw ho sofearlessly defended the Persian kingdomin many spectacular battles againstthe

hostile Turanians fromthe Morth. The epic also relates the importan features of ideal kingship. It narrates the

battle betw een Good and Bvil, and is a constant reminder that Ife is just a transitory memento.

The ISL exhibition offers the visitor an opportunity to experience some of the heroes and villains of this
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About  Membership Committee  Events  What's happening  Contact us

McGill.CA f FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

JOIN IN
Friends of the Library

Rabbi Lisa Gruschow giving the Enjoy the friendship!
2013 Hugh MacLennan
Memorial Lecture

Keep informed about our
stimulating program of
events, activities and
exhibitions by becoming a
Friend of the Library today!

Friends of the Librarv
(.pdf)

The Friends of the Library is a not-for-profit organization of McGill Library advocates, We raise awareness

about the McGill Library’s extraordinary resources. FOLLOW U5 ON:

Our members are McGill alumni, students, staff and faculty as well as a host of other Library and MeGill
enthusiasts from around North America. n
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