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An Analysis of MEMP’s Collection



MEMP is…
 Middle East Materials Project

 Collaborative initiative to preserve & make available rare 
and unique research materials related to the Middle East

 In existence since 1987

 Currently made up of 37 member institutions

 Supported by the Center for Research Libraries 

 Governed by Bylaws approved by MEMP’s members

 Increasingly supporting digital projects



Where can I find a summary of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the material MEMP has collected?

What is in MEMP’s Collection?



MEMP’s Collection – Holdings List
http://www.crl.edu/area-studies/memp/collections/holdings-list



MEMP’s Collection
CRL Catalog : http://catalog.crl.edu/



MEMP’s Collection
CRL Catalog : http://catalog.crl.edu/

Asterisk  “*” is wildcard character

Place = Algeria

To find MEMP materials only, use 
Location field to select from
 MEMP Monographs
 MEMP Newspapers
 MEMP Serials



MEMP’s Collection
Catalog Search Results



How to find a summary of MEMP’s collection?



Collection Analysis Disclaimers
 Data used from reports from CRL’s catalog

 This data is not consistent

 This data is not complete

 How to balance desire for accuracy vs. time constraints

 Judicious decision-making recommended



Let’s Go!



MEMP’s Collection includes:

1261 reels of microfilm 

305 titles/records

More as time goes on….



MEMP’s Collection by ‘Location’ code



MEMP’s Collection by ‘Location’ code



MEMP’s Collection by Country
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MEMP’s Collection by Language



MEMP’s Holdings 1875-2013
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MEMP’s Holdings 1875-2013
By Country of Original Publication
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MEMP Holdings from Iraq, 1918-2011
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MEMP Holdings from Iran, 1922-2005
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MEMP’s Holdings 1875-2013
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Circulation of MEMP Titles, by date of publication
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Circulation of MEMP Titles
By Country of Original Publication
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Comparison of % of Collection vs. % of Circulation, 
by Country of Original Publication

Country % of titles % of reels % of circulations

Algeria 7% 7% 2%

Egypt 4% 5% 2%

Iran 3% 7% 2%

Iraq 5% 6% 6%

Israel/Palestine 5% 3% 25%

Lebanon 10% 6% 15%

Sudan 21% 17% 0%

Turkey 11% 16% 8%

Other 34% 33% 40%



Circulation of MEMP Titles
By Language

Arabic 40%

English 46%

French 1%

Persian 3%

Turkish 9%
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So What?

 This information benefits those who want to understand 
and/or use the MEMP collection, as it shows strengths of the 
existing collection.

 This information benefits those who plan to continue 
building the MEMP collection, as it shows weaknesses 
(potential areas for further collecting).



Judy Alspach
jalspach@crl.edu

Thanks!


